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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


PEMARKS ON THE APPENDIX TO MR 
JEBB'S SERMONS. 
(Continued from p. 428) 


Ef avixc considered the former of 
the two subjects proposed in this 
letter, or that relating to the objec- 
tions against the principle of the self- 
interpretation of Scripture, let us now 
proceed to the secoud. Let us exa- 
mine whether, by holding this princi- 
ple, or any other, the Continental 
Protestants have laid themselves open 
to the charge of leaving individuals 
to interpret Scripture exclusively for 
apate feeling no reverence 
r pious antiquity—of not even pre- 
dishing to revere it—of purpusing to 
reduce the holy Catholic Church toa 
non-entity—-of rejecting her guidance, 
and even disputing her exisicnce. 

It may, | cannot but hope, already 
have appeare |, that the principle al- 
luded to does not necessarily involve 
these consequences ; but a particular 
application of the inquiry tothe actual 
case of the Continental Protestant 
Churches will not be unsuitable. 

The document which the author 
quotes on this subject—meaning it, I 
apprehend, rather as a specimen than 
a full proof of what the Foreign Pro- 
testants hold—is the passage already 
mentioned trom the Protest of Spires. 
this celebrated instrument was sub. 

ribed by Certain states and princes 
of the Germanic Body. IT am not 
aware that it was ever publicly or 
aut horitatively adopted by the Fo- 
‘cign Protestant Churches at large. 
Yet probably none of those churcnes 
Wou ld h: ave hesitated t to subse ribe it. 
nad they been in the same circum. 
stances with those who did so: s and at 
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all events I will not demur to the 
production of it in the present Case. 
Considered as evidence of opinion, 
the Protest of Spires may be Inspecied, 
either in a detached point of view or as 
connected with other proofs and docu- 
ments. Even regarded independently, 
and by itself, it is surely capable of a 
construction considerably different 
from that which it receives from Mr, 
Jebb, Letit be remembered that this 
instrument was drawn up as a sort of 


answer to a decree by which tie Lue 


theran ministers had been commanded 
to await quietly the calling of a gene- 
ral council by the emperor, and to 
meddle with no disputable points in 
the Interim, but to teach only “ace 
cording to the interpretation approved 
by the Church.” Sleid. Comm. lib. 
vi. In their reply, the Protestants 
admit, that the Scriptures are to be 
received according to the interpreta 
lion approved by the Church; but 
they very naturally add, that this ex- 
pression afforded no determinate rule 
of peace whatever, since the question 
must immediately arise, What was 
the church? What was that body 
whose interpretalions were to be thus 
conclusive? The Protestants (be it 
particularly noticed) do not say that 
there was any dispute or doubt among 
themselves, as tothe true church ; vat 
merely between themselves on the 
one hand, and the discipes of the 
Papacy on the other. Nor, agein, do 
they (in the sequel of the passage) 
maintain that the principle of inter- 
preting Scripture by Scripture is the 
only right rule of interpretation; or 
even that Lis the cézcef' rule, but sime 
ply that there is none better: and the 
reason of theirdistinguishing this rule 
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by a particular mention was, because 
it markedly justified the design which 
the Protest proceeds to profess— 
namely, that of circulating the Scrip- 
turesamongthe people. Lastly, when 
they speak of the “ traditions of men” 
as being uncertain and fallacious, they 
plainly allude tothe oral traditions or 
unwritten verities of the Roman 
Church, which, itis well known, con- 
stituted at that time a grand point of 
contention between the Romanists 
and the Reformed, and which were us 
strongly condemned by the Reformed 
Church of England as by the Re- 
formed Churches of Germany. 

This seems to be at icast a very 
fair and admissible view of the docu. 
ment in question. lor the sake of 
argument, however, Ict it be waved; 
and Jet us grant that the Protest, taken 
by itself, would naturally be under- 
stood as Mr. Jebb understands it. 
Siuli, the construction of this single 
instrument is Hable to be controuled, 
both by the practice of those whose 
sentiments It 1s supposed to express, 
and by their other authoritative decla- 
rations. 

As to their practice, I speak not of 
the modern or subsequent practice of 
those churches, in which they may 
possibly have degenerated from cheir 
own standards. Butitis well known 
that contemporary usage is one of the 
best expositors of ancient luws. Now, 
so fur as the practice of the Conti- 
nental Reformers is to be collected 
from their confessions of faith, or 
other public documents, it will more 
conveniently be considered hereafter ; 
but even their practice as individuals, 
if uniform aud universal, affords no 
contemptible commentary on their 
collective opinions. The guestionis, 
whether, because they held the prin- 
ciple of interpreting Scripture by 
itself (or in virtae of any other prin- 
ciple,) they ‘sent each individual to 

the Bible alone—thence to collect, as 
it might happen, truth or falsehood by 
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his own interpretation or misinterpre. 
tation ;’’ whether they “obliged ever 
man to begin anew for himself, and 
to describe merely the same round 
which thousands had trodden before 
him ;” whether they “ gave unbound. 
ed licence to the fancy by the unre. 
stricted exercise of private interpre. 
tation,’ and did not so much as pre- 
tend to revere “antiquity.” I need 
not observe, that, were these Charges 
just in the most severely strict and 
literal sense, the persons to whom 
they relate could not consistently 
have published even a detailed coy. 
fession of their faith, since even this 
would have trenched on the funda. 
mental principle of leaving every 
individual to form his creed for him- 
self from Scrip:ure explained exclu- 
sively by Scripture. In that case, 
there could have been but one com. 
non or collective article of belief; 
and that was, that there could be no 
others. It is not ina spiritof trifling 
that I make this remark, but to shew 
that the question is necessarily one 
of degrees. Understanding, how- 
ever, the above charges in a much 
more relaxed and popular sense, they 
secm at least to imply that the Pio- 
testunts encouraged individuals to 
study the Bible with little or no hu- 
man help whatever ; to discard human 
teachers pretty much tn the mass, 
especially the ancient ones, and to 
rely almost exclusively on their own 
untutored, unassisted, solitary jucg- 
ment. Now, when I retlect that the 
leading Continental Reformers were 
themseives all active teachers, and 
teachers on docirinal subjects; that 
allof them, I believe, without excep- 
tion (and one or two exceptols 
would not matter,: published com- 
mentaries, more or less extensive, on 
Scripture, for the use of the world; 
for thus did Luther, Zuinglius, Cal- 
vin, Melanchthon, Bullinger, Junius, 
Beza, Bucer, and several othersj— 
and when I recollect that some © 
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jem (as Musculus and Gasper He- 
Vile - 


gjo) even translated works writien by 
the ancient fathers into the modern 
hang uazesy and that these persons 
wore never frowned on by their 
Lothren, but on the Contrary were 
Morhly esteemed; I donot think it 
sie justly be contended that the Con- 
inental Protestants encouraged indi- 
viduals to study the Bible with little 
ono human heip whatever; te dis- 
card human teachers pretty much in 
“ve mass, especially the ancient ones, 

‘orely ulmost exclusively ontheir 
own untutored, unassisted, solitary 
woement. If then TIT have rightly 
interpreted the charges under consl- 
geration, surely they require a good 
deal of qualification to be correct. 

Let us, however, proceed to evi- 
dence of a more authoritative kind. 
Theexcellent author cf the Appendix 
has shewn the respect of the Church 
of Engiand for pious antiquity and 
ecclesiastical authority, by a detail of 
proofs deduced from the language of 
her public statements, declarations, 
and formularies. It seems possible 
to prove the respect of the Foreign 
Relormers for pious antiquity and 
ecclesiastical authority in a similar 
manner. I will therefore endeavour 
to follow the course of Mr, Jebb’s 
demonstration, and to match the 
authorities produced by him in favour 
olourown church, or at least the 
Most prominent and weirehty among 
them, by parallel or tantamount au- 
thorities in favour of the Foreign 
Neiormers. 

But it must be remembered, that 
the author directly contrasts the sen- 
iments he ascribes to the Anglican 
Church with the Protest of Spires ; 
Prather, he sets the Anglican re- 
pect for antiquity in opposition to 
‘ee continental principle of interpiet- 
ing Scripture by Scripture. I will 
Hherefore venture toattempt a reverse 
of this contrast. As an appendix to 
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“ authorities proving the respect of 
sid Continent for pious antiquity, I 
ny! @ 

“i endeaveur to produce other au- 
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thorities proving that the Church of 
England very strougly hoids the prin- 
ciple of interpreting Scripture by 
Scripture. 

It may be necessary, however, to 
interpose here two cautions. First, I 
have already mentioned, and hope 
hereafter to justify, my siscere though 
perhaps bold opinion, that the author 
ofthe Appendix oversfates the reve- 
rence of the Church of England for 
pious antiquity; in other words, that 
the authoritics he adduces on that 
point do not bear him out through 
the whole length of his conclusions. 
But it is not inconsistent with tnis 
opinion to admit must cheerfully, that 
our Church holds the opinions of 
plous antiquity in dugh respect ; that 
she reverences them, thourh not 
with the abso/ute reverence contend. 
ed for; and that her reverence for 
them is proved by the evidence which 
the learning of Mr. Jebb haus collected 
onthe subject, though not to the full 
extent supposed, And, in the same 
manner, the parallel evidence for the 
Foreign Reformers may satisfaciorily 
prove that they also held the opinions 
of antiguity in high, though not in 
absolutely unqualified, reverence. 
Yet, secondly, because a parallel is 
thus drawn between the sentiments 
of. Foreign Protestants and those of 
our own Church on the subject under 
consideration, let me not be under- 
stood to assert, that the sentiments 
of these parties on that subject are 
precisely and in all points idenufied. 
I do not undertake to say, that there 
muy not be differences between them 
here, as there certainly are in some 
other respects. Atl I would suvmit 
is, that in the present case the differ 
ence, if any, is not material or essen- 
tial ; involving no principle, nor 
affording any ground for such a Clas- 
sification as would place the English 
Church in a species by herself, 
equally divided from the Roman Sce 

and from the Protestant world at 
large. 
The course of Mr. Jcbb’s proofs 
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is epitomized by himself in the fol- 
lowiug words: * That in.plicit reli- 
ance on the first four general coun- 
cils, in the famous Act of Queen 
Ei:zabeth; that anxious caution in 
the same reign, Jest preachers 
should overstep the limits of Scrip- 
ture, and Catholic tradition ; and that 
plain direct appeal to tradition and 
the fathers, in the Preface to our 
Book of Prayer; these abundantly 
mark the character of our Church.” 
The author, however, proceeds to 
expand the last head of proof into a 
more special examination of the 
liturgical department of evidence. 
He also adds a series of individual 
authorities ; through which ground 
it will not perbaps be necessary to 
follow him, if he can successfully be 
paralleled in his appeal to higher and 
more public documents. 

The order in which these points 
are considered does not appear to be 
material. I will adopt that which 1s 
followed in the passage above quot- 
ed; taking first, the reliance on the 
four first councils ; next, the caution 
that preachers should teach nothing 
contrary to Scripture, and that which 
was collected from Scripture by the 
ancient fathers; and thirdly, what 
the suthor denominates the Liturgi- 
cal Department of Evidence. 

I. Reverence for the first four 
councils. 

The evidence here is, the Act of 
Supremacy of the Ist of Elizabeth : 
by which act the sovereign was em- 
powered to appoint commissioners 
for restraining heresy; and these 
commissioners, in their judgement of 
heresy, were to adhere, in the first 
place, to the authority of the canoni- 
cal Scriptures ; secondly. to the de- 
cisions of the first four general coun- 
cils; and thirdly, to the decision of 
any other general council, founded 
on the express and plain words of 
holy Scripture 

On this passage Mr. Jebb observes, 
that thongh the enactment is not now 
in force. because the High Commis- 
sion Court has been suppressed, yet 
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our Church cannot be supposed to 
bave changed her criterion of heresy 
He observes also, that the latest of 
the fourcouncils sat in the year 45], 
= pet ‘fa point of UME Is theretore 
ized, pres lously to whichtheChureh 
of England unreservedly recognizes 
the guidance ef the Catholic Church 
in the interpretation of Christian 
verities.” ‘The inference is surely 
a little strained 3 as the enactmen: 
seems Clearly to imply, that the de. 
cisions of the first four councils are 
to be received, drcause founded on 
the express and plain words of holy 
Scripture : and this sentiment js ex. 
actly agreeable to the Twenty-first 
Article, which says, that things or. 
dained by general councils, as neces, 
Sary to salvation, “have neither 
streneth nor authority, untess it may 
be declared that they be taken out o 
holy Scripture.’ However, this is 
not now the questicn. 

Inanote, Mr. Jebb quotes a pa 
rallce] passare in praise of the four 
councils, trom St Cregory, sur: 
numed the Creat, the father of the 
Enghish Liturgy. 

I will attempt to exhibit a few 
similar passages from the Confes- 
sions ofthe Continental Protestants; 
first transcribing the authorities for 
the Church of England. Only, with 
the opinions of both parties in favour 
of the four councils, the author will 
allow me to join, as belonging topre- 
cisely the same head of evidence, 
their sentiments respecting the threc 
creeds. 1 am satisfied the author 
would have considered this 3 
strengthening his case ; and I cannot 
but hope that it may be found to 
strengthen mine. 


THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


The ‘ commissioners, in thert 
judgement of heresies, were enjoined 
to adhere, in the first place, to tne 
authority ofthe canonical Scriptures; 
secondly, to the decisions of the 
first four general councils ; and 
thirdly, to the decision of any other 
general council, founded on the 
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express and plain words: of holy 
Scripture” Act of Ist Elizabeth.* 
« Phe three creeds, Nicene Creed, 
Athanasius’s, and that which is com- 
monly called the Apostles’ Creed, 
ought thoroughly to be received and 
believed ; for they may be proved by 
most certain warrants of holy Scrip- 

ture. Eighth Article. 

CONTINENTAL PROTESTANT 
CHURCHES. 
1 Saxon Confession. 


“ We distinctly «firm, before God 
and the universal church in beaven 
and in earth, that we embrace with 
sincere faith all the writings of the 
Prophets and the Apostles ; and ac- 
cording tothat genuine interpretation 
of them which is set forth in the 
Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Atha- 
nasian Creeds. And these creeds 
themselves, in their ~enuine and un- 
soyhisticated sense, we have always 
heid fast hitherto, and by God’s bless- 
ing will always bold fast in time to 
come.” Cap. i. 

“ We also condemn most decided- 
ly all the wild errors opposed to these 
creeds: such were the portentous 
notions of the Heathens, the Jews, 
the Mahometans, Marcion, the Ma- 
nicheans, Samosatenus, Arius, the 
Poeumatomachi, and others; opin- 
ions, condemned by the true deci- 
sions of the Church.” Ibid. 

2. Wirtemberg Confession. 

We believe and confess the Vrini- 

ly, “according as is taught in the 
Prophetic and Apostolic Scriptures, 
and explained by the three Creeds, 
the Apostles’, the Nicene, and the 
Athanasian.” De Deo. 
We believe and confess Jesus 
Christ to be God, “ according to the 
doctrine which the ‘holy fathers in 
the Nicene, the first Ephesian, and 
tne Chalcedonian councils, set forth 
by testimonies drawn from holy Scrip- 
ture.” De Filio Dei. 


* 
“ T quote from Mr. Jebb’s own account, 
qj sg ives, I doubt not, the substance of 
“e enactment most correctly. 
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‘“* We believe and confess, that the 
Hoiy Spirit from all eternity pro- 
ceeds from God the Father and God 
the Son; and that he is truly and 
eternally God, of the same essence, 
majesty, and glory, with the Father 
and the Son; according as the holy 
fathers in the council of Constantino- 
ple, on the authority of the sacred 
Scripture, rightly explained the coc- 
trine, in Opposition to Macedonius.’’ 
De Spiritu Sancto. 

3. HHelvetic Confession, 

“Concerning the mystery of the 
incarnation of cur Lord Jesus Christ, 
whatever things ure laid down out of 
the sucred Scriptures,and comprised 
in the creeds and decisions of the four 
first and chief councils so highly cele- 
brated; nsmely those of Nice, Con- 
stantinople, Ephesus, and Chalcedon, 
tovether withthe creed of the bless- 
ed Athanasius and all the similar 
creeds; we believe with a sincere 
heart, and profess ingenuously with 
pure lips, condemning all doctrines 
contrary to these. And in this man- 
ner we retain, inviolate and entire, 
the orthcdox and catholic Christian 
faith, being satisfied that the above- 
mentioned creeds contain nothing 
which is not agreeable to the word of 
God, and altogether conducive to the 
right understanding of the faith.’— 
Cap. x1. 

4. Belgic Confession, 

“ And this sacred doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity, the true church has al- 
ways retained even from the aposto- 
lic age down to these times, and has 
defended against Jews, Mahometans, 
and other Pseudo-Cbristians and He. 
retics ; such as Marcion, Manes, Pra- 
seas, Sabellius, Samosatenus, Arius, 
and others ; all of whom were justly 
condemned by the orthodox fathers. 
Therefore we cheerfully adopt the 
three Creeds, namely the Apostles’, 
the Nicene, und the Athanasian, and 
whatever they (the fathers) have 
taught, concerning this doctrine, 
agreeably to the purport ef those 
creeds.’ Art, ix. 
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See also the Augsburgh Confes- 
sion, “ De Conjugio Sacerdotum ;” 
and the Bohemian, Art. in. 

These extracts may, it 1s hoped, 
be satisfactory. But Mr. Jebb has 
accompanied his authorities for the 
Church of England with a striking 
commendation of the four councils 
by St. Gregory. The language of 
the passage is indeed extremely 
strony ; certainly stronger than that 
ef the act of Elizabeth. Yet, with 
some little abatement, l should appre- 
hend that similar declarations might 
be found in the writings of the Con- 
unental Reformers ; and perhaps I 
may be allowed to exbibit, by the 
side of Gregory, one, of whose socie- 
ty he surely needs not to be ashamed. 

SAINT GREGORY THE GREAT, 

“ As T adopt end venerate the Pour 
Gospels, so I] avow that I adept and 
venerate the four ceuncils. Lenibrace 
them with full devotedness of heart ; 
¥ guard them with perfect approba- 
tion of judgment; because on these, 
as on a stone of four sides, arises the 
structure of our holy faith; and he 
who does not adhere to the muss 
which they form, whatever may be 
his life and conversation, although 
he appears to be a stone, yet In fact 
lies without the precints of the build- 
ing.’’* 

CALVIN. 


‘So those ancient councils, the 
Nicene, the Constantinopoliian, the 
first Epbesian, the Chalcedontan, and 
others similar to these, which were 
held for the confutation of errors, we 
embrace cordially ; we revere them 
as sacrosanct, so far as respects points 
of faith ; for they contain nothing but 
the pure and genuine interpretation 
of Scripture, applied by the spiritual 
wisdom of the holy fathers to beat 


* I translate the passage as quoted by 
Mr Jebb The construction of the latter 


part is hard ; and I am not sure that I have 
hit the precise rendering of the words, 
though I have no doubt of what is substan- 
itally the sense. 
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down the enemies of religion,” I 
sut. lib. iv. c. 9. sec. 8, 

II. So much may suffice for the 
councils. We have next to consider 
the general respect which Preachers 
are enjoined to pay to the Catholic 
fathers and ancient bishops. An ine 
jenction to this effect occurs, ay Mp 
Jebb shews, in a canon passed by the 
convocation of 1571.) Preachers are 
there directed to teach Hothing 4s 
matter of religious belief, except tha 
which is agreeable to the doctrine of 
Scripture, and which the Catholic 
fathers and ancient bishops tive de. 
duced from that very doctrine. 

To me, I confess, this eppears 
only another way of saying, that the 
Church of England sdopts the dec. 
trines aulhorzatively set forth by the 
ancient and Cathoiic fathers ir the 
three creeds and the decisions of the 
four councils; In which view, 
subyect 


Ne 


the 
] has alre dy been considered, 
As the words, howeser, are not spe 
cificaliy confined 'o the creeds and 
councils, but seem tu CONVEY a pent: 
ral recoynition of pious antiquity, it 
may be worth inquiry, wheter sini 
lar recognitions do not occur on the 
pal of the Continental Protestants. 

Iwill proceed as before, giving 
first the Euglish, then the foreign 
authorities, Only on the part of tlie 
former, let me be allowed to follow 
up the canon just mentioned, witha 
passuge quoted by Mr. Jebb trom 
Jewel’s Apology: for surely thet 
work is entitled to the character of 
a public document of the English 
Church, and therefore an extrect 
from it should not be exhibited mere: 
ly as the individual testimony of the 
admirable person whose name it 
bears. 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 

“Let preachers, ubove all things 
be careful that they never teach aug! 
in a sermon, to be religiously held 
and believed by the people, except 
that which is agreeable to the - 
trine of the Old and New Testame™ 
and which the Catholic fathers and 
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ancient bishops have collected from 
shat very doctrine.” Coll. can, Lond. 
i691, p. 238. (Jebb’s App. p. 395.) 

«We have come as near as we 
nossibiy could, to the church of the 
Apustles, and of the old Catholic bi- 
snops and fathers ; und have directed, 
.ccording to their Customs and ordl- 
nances, not only our doctrine, but al- 
so the sacraments, and the form of 
common prayer.” Jewel’s Apology. 

CONTINENTAL PROTESTANT 
CHURCHES. 
1. dursburgh Confession. 

«This is the sum of the doctrine 
whieh is delivered in our churches. 
And we Judge it to be in consonance 

the Prophetic and Apostolic 
inturesy and with the Catholic 
Caurch; and lastly even with the 
Caurch of Rome, so far as that 
church is to be known from writers 
of approved authority. For we do 
not reject the consent of the Catholic 
Cuurch; nor are disposed to intro- 
duce into the church any dogma new 
end unknown to the holy church. 
Noi would we patronize impious or 
sediuous opinions which the Catholic 
Church has condemned. For it is 
nol by motives of base cupidity, but 
by tne compeliing authority of God’s 
word and of the ancient church, that 
we have been influenced to embrace 
this doctrine, in order that the glory 
of God might be rendered more 
manifest, and the advantage of pious 
minds in the universal church be du- 
ly consulted.” Cap. xxi. 
“Nor do we introduce any new 
Cortrine Into the church. For this 
Coctvine concerning faith is deliver- 
ed at large in Scripture, and St. Paul 
Particularly treats the point in some 
his Epistles; and the same doc- 
ine Is taught by the holy fathers.” 
Lbid. 

“We have made no alteration, 
“xcept according to the example of 
‘Ae ancient church.” Ibid, 


2. Saxon Confession. 


cs =. . ° 
an This is the sum of the doctrine 
“fitch, by the blessing of God, we 
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proclaim with one voice in our 
churches. Nor have we the smallest 
doubt that it Is an incorrupt tran- 
script of the doctrine divinely deliv- 
ered in the Prophetic and Apostolic 
writings, and in the creeds; and, 
from the more genuine ancient wri- 
ters, it may be perceived to accord 
with the faith of the old and purer 
church.” Vers. fin. 
S. HWirtemberg Confession. 

“We directed our preachers to 
draw up a summary of their doctrine, 
as a public testimony that nothing 
but the true Apostolic, catholic, and 
orthodox doctrine has any admittance 
into our churches. 

‘‘ We have therefore thought pro- 
per to make public this written ex- 
position ; and we trust the universal 
church of the pious will thus be sae 
lished by actual proof, that nothing 
can be more forcign from our chure 
ches, than the .doption, either of any 
doctrine to be preached, or of any 
rite to be administered, which is at 
variance with the Prophetic and 
Apostolic Scriptures and with the 
consent of the true Catholic Church.” 
Practat. 

4. Bohemian Confession, 

“ These things irrefragably prove 
that we, as well as our predecessors, 
belong to the holy and catholic 
church; and that we do not in the 
smallest degree dissent from her, 
with respect either to rites, or to the 
teaching of the word,” or to religious 
worship, or to the function of the 
keys, or to the administration of the 
sacraments.’ Preetat. 

‘“ The writings of learned men of 
the church, particularly of the ancient 
ones, we hold to be true, and worthy 
of belief, and usctul for the instruce 
tion of the people, yet always in those 
points in which they do not differ 
from the Scriptures. For they them- 
selves thus prescribe the measure of 
respect due to them, that they are 
to be believed and allowed so far as 


* Doctrina rerbi, religioné, &c. 
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they agree with the Divine Scrip- 
tures. Thus Augustine,” &c. &c. 
&e. Art. i 

“Further, we teach the catechism, 
or that catholic and orthodox doc- 
trine of the fathers, which is com- 
prised in the Decalozue of God’s 
Commandments; in the Apostolic 
faith, digested into twelve articles and 
delivered in the creed, and also con- 
dirmed and set forth by the Nicene 
council, and in other places, and in 
the Lord’s Prayer.’’ Art. il. 

5. Helvetic Confession (of 1536.) 
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brace, as undoubtedly exhibiting the 
true meaning of Scripture, the Ni- 
cene and Constantinopolitan creed - 
we adopt it in the very words in which 
it is proposed in the third session of 
the Council of Trent; that is, as that 
prinviple in which all who profess 
the fuith of Christ necessarily agree, 
and as that firm and only foundation 
against which the gates of hell shal! 
never prevail, 

“+ With this creed we acknowledge 
to agree the creed which is common- 
ly cailed the Athanasian ; likewise 


the confessions of the first Ephesian 
and Chalcedonian councils ; and fur- 
ther, the dsctrines which the filth 
and sixth councils opposed to the re- 
mains of the Nestorians ane Eutychi- 
ans, and those which the Milevitan 
apd = Aransican Councils formerly 
taught out of the Scriptures, in OD 
position to the Pelagians. And, in- 
deed, whatever the primitive church, 
from the times of the Apostles down- 
wards, believed and taught, with una 
nimous and notorious consent, aS an 
essential article of the faith, we also 
profess to believe and teach out o: 
the Scriptures, 

* By this profession of faith, there- 
fore, we, as true Catholic Christians. 
separate ourselves and our churches 
from all heresies, ancient and mod- 


—* 


“Art. 2. The interpretation of 
Scripture is to be sought only {rem 
Scripture itself, treat thus Scripture 
may be its own interpreter; under 
the directing rule, however, of cha- 
rity and faith. 

* Art. 3. So far as the holy fathers 
have adhered to this species of in- 
terpretation, we not only accept them 
as inierpreters of Scripture, but vere- 
rate them as beloved instruments of 


God.” 

6. Helvetic Confession (of 1566.) 

“ We therefore hope that the 
ehurches of Christ, when they shall 
see and perceive that, ip the doctrine 
of the holy and eternal Grd, also in 
the orthodox sense (vf Scripture,) 
and in brotherly love, we in all re 
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spects agree with themselves, and 
above all with the ancient Apostolic 
Church, they also will wiliipgly agree 
with us, in the unity of faith and 


ern 3; berevies, which the ancient unl- 
versal church, with one consent, and 


on the authority of Scripture, reject 
ed and condemned.”’ 


Il:. We haxe now, in the third 
place, to consider the evidence sup: 
plied by modes, rites, and formula 
rics of worsbip; or that which the 
author of the Appendix calls the Li- 
turyical Depariment of Evidence. 

The argument on this point for the 


doctrine, in the orthodox sense (of 
Scripture), and in brotherly love.”"— 
Preefat. 
7. Polish Confession (1645.) 
After stating that the wnole of the 
Salvitic Christian doctrine is contain- 
ed in the Scriptures, and epitomized 
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in the Apostles’ Creed, Decalogue, 
and Lord’s Prayer, it proceeds as 
follows :— 

* Lest, however, any doubt or con- 
troversy should arise with regard to 
the genuine interpretation of these 
leading documgnts of the Christian 
faith, we furthér profess that we em. 


Church of England oppears conven 
ently divisible into two branches ‘= 
Ist, the general accordance of be! 
forms with those of ibe primitive 
worship; 2dly, her express recogni 
tion, in those forms, of the boly Ca- 
tholic Church, and ber thankful com 
memoration of the pious dead. 
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own reformers, the principle ofa con- 
formity with the primitive rites, al- 
though they might not think I neces 

ry to apply that principle with the 
articular minutencss. Itis with 
a view to this question that the fol- 
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eccicsiastics, tn m¢ mbers or our 


churches have iound a great deal to 
condemn. Torit abundantly appears 
hat ihese h ive deeenerated from the 
original order and use of the fathers. 
No man ae is acquainted with the 
writings of the ancients can be igno- 
rant that their practice was, kc &c.’ 
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Scripture, and by the writings as well 
as the examples of the fathers.” 
Cap. xX. 

* Concerning the venerable sacra- 
ment of the body and blood of Christ, 
all those things which the Evange- 
lists, and St, Paul, and the holy fathers 
have transmitted in their writings, 
the members of our communion with 
the utmost sincerity teach and com- 
mend and inculcate.” Cap. xvil. 

* To this fault In worship (the use 
of images) we also oppose the authori- 
ty of the ancientchurch ” [ They pro- 
ceed to quote the fathers against the 
practice.] Cap. xxii. 

2. fugshurgh Confession, 

“Nor is there apy mention of pri. 
vate masses before the age of Grego- 
ry; but, whenever the ancient writers 
speak of the Mass (or Eucharist.) it ts 
apparent that chey speak of a Mass 
Dartaken in common. Since therefore 
the rite of the Mass, as establisned 
amon us, may prerd the authority of 
Scripture and the example of the 
ancient church, and that we have 
removed only certain intolerable abu- 
ses, We trust that the practice of our 
churches is not open to any objection.” 
Cap. xx. Art. De Aiissa. 

After quoting the fathers; “It was 
evidently, therefore, the practice of 
the ancient church to admit the laity 
to communion in both kinds, They 
have been deprived of one part of the 
sacramentoply by acustomof no yreat 
antiquity. And we will not dispute 
whet judyment is to be formed of a 
custom received contrary to the au- 
thority of the Apostolical Scripture, 
contrary to the canons, contrary to 
the practice of the ancient church.” 
Ibid. De Utrag. Shecie Sacramenti. 

“We have, in this confession of 
faith, reciied only essential matters, 
in order to shew, that neither in doc- 
trine nor in ceremonies has any thing 
been adepied by us contrary to Scrip- 
ture, or to the Catholic Church.” 
Efile. 

3, Saxon Confession. 


 ¥n the rite itself (ol the Eucharist) 





to Myr. Jcbi'’s Sermons, 
[ Aug, 


we preserve the usage of the ancient 
universal church, both Latin anq 
Greek.’”? Cap. xv. 

‘* Phat this method of celebratin 
the rite, and this participation of it in 
common, is agreeable to the Writings 
of the Apostles, and to the custom of 
the ancient church nearly as low down 
as the age of Gregory, will be admit. 
ted by every man not totally ignoran’ 
ofantiquity.”” Ibid. 


ae . y * , 
4, TWirtemberg Confession, 


“Tris also manifest, that the ancien: 
church administered the sacrament in 
both kinds for many years after its 
foundation. Andsome of the ancient 
wriicrs plainly testify, that those who 
receive the bread alone do not receive 
the full sacrament sacramentally (as 
they express it,) and that a division 
of one and the same mystery canio 
be effected without grievous sacri- 
lere. We therefore believe, thatthe 
use of both kinds is a practice truly 
catholic and Apostolic, and that no 
man Is at hberty to alter at his own 
pleasure this institution of Christ and 
this practice so long prevalent in the 
old and true church.’ De Lucha 
ristia. 

“ This injunction of Christ (Drink 
yeall) tie old and true catholic church 
observed with such rigour, that those 
who, being present, did not partake in 
the ordinance were excomnunica. 
ed.’——{ They proceed to quote the 
fathers.) Ibid. 

“ The consent of the catholic church 
requires that the necessary services 
of the church should be performecin 
the vulgar tongue.” — [Proved from 
St. Paul and Innocentius.] De /r! 
Canonicts. 

‘+f, by the blessing of God, and 
the diligence und care of excellent 
men, whoever they may be, these aoe 
ses shall be reformed according © 
the Prophetic and Apostolic writings 
and the truly catholic consent 0 Ui 
ancient and purer church, not onl 
will a manner of worship be estublls)- 
el most pieasing to God the Fatt 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but ™ 
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whole Christian world will be excited 
co vive every demonstration of Its era 
jtade and of is compliance with the 
ynodel proposed. For ourselves, we 
ere not conscious that our preachers 
lznour under any error, either in doc- 
tine, or in their general administra- 
ion of the church; but such is our 
opinion of their modesty and picty, 
that, shouid they be admonished of 
any such error, either on the autho- 
fiy oi proofs derived from Revelation 
or on that of the true consent of the 
catholic Church, we are satisfied that 
the chureh will In no respect fiad 
them wanting to her edification,” 
De Cerem. 
5, Helvetic Confession (1566,) 


“ That the body of Christ is corpo- 
yally, or in essence, chewed by the 
bodily mouths of the communicants, 
pious aniiquity did not believe, nor do 
we.” Art. 21, 

“Canonical hours, that is, prayers 
composed for certain given hours in 
the day, and chaunted or recited by 
the Papists, were unknown to anti. 
quity.” Art. 23. 

6, Bohemian and Polish Confessions. 

[See under the last head. | 

On the principle of a yeneral con- 
formity with the primitive ritual, these 
authorities may be sufficient ; nor 
will ] attempt to increase their effect 
by expatiating on the force of parti- 
Cilar passages, 

Tic next point insisted on for the 
Church of Engiand, is her marked 
recognition of the holy catholic church 
inher worship, end her thankful 
commemoration of those who have 
died in the communion of that church, 


ton tn ot. . ee ie . 
enC in the Christian faith and fear. 


‘To be continued.) 
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Gal. iii, 


th cur “ ? 
ae works of the law are under the 
“Tree 3 for it is written, Cursed ts 


lO,.——/"ur as many as are of 


every one that continucth notin ald 
things which are written in the book 
of the taw ta do them, 

Tue law consists of two parts—its 
precepts and its sanctions. It is the 
rule of our obedience, shewing what 
ve ought torender untoGod. It is 
also the rule of the Divine justice, 
and shews what God will render unto 
us. The sanctions of the law are two- 
fold: first, a promise of life and hap- 
piness to those who keep it 3 a pro. 
mise, however, from which we can 
derive no comfort nor any hope of 
sulvation, ** for all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God.” 
‘The law convinces us of sin, and our 
sins convince us thatwe have noright 
to the promise of the covenant of 
wotks. The second sanction of the 
law is the threatening of a heavy and 
tremendous Curse on all who trans- 
gress 1t—a curse which will destroy 
the soul for ever—according to the 
words of the text, * Cursed is every 
one that cuntinueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the 
law to do them.” 

The great design of the Apssile in 
this chapter, and indeed in this whole 
Epistle, is to shew that justification 
cannot be obtalied by the righteous. 
ness of the law ; and oneof his strong- 
est arguments to this effect is con- 
tained in the words we areé now con- 
sidering. But Ict us first inquire 
thelr meaning. 

l. Tobe “ofthe works of the law,” 
signifies to expect justification and 
eternal happiness from our own per- 
formances ; to depend on our obedi- 
ence to the law, as the ground of our 
acceptance with God, and our title to 
eternal life. And it is obvious that 


they who are thus “of the works of 


the law,” who rely on theirewn righ- 
teousness for salvation, are oppused 
to the grace of the Gospel, and tothe 
way of obtaining justification by faith 
ina crucified Saviour. But, says the 
Apostle, “ as many as are of the 
works of the law are underthe curse.” 
They are condemned by the sentence 
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496 Family ScermonsmN, 
of that — law which they hope will 
jusufy ¢ bem ; for itis written?’ In 
the Sai ** Cursed ts every one th 
continucth not In all things taat are 
written in the bock of the law to do 
them,” 

2. To be “under the curse,” or 
cursed,” is to experience, or to be 
liable to that punishment which the 
Jaw threatens to inflict on transeres- 
sors for theiroffences, Vhecurseis 
the scntence, or the execution of the 


Divine wrath on those who have vio- 
Jated the precepts of the Divine law. 
Some are as yet only under the sen- 
tence which the law denounces 
against offend 
though enjoying la this world aii that 
wealth, and honour, and cause, and 
pleasure can impart, are liable every 
moment to the actual infliction of ail 
that misery 

e law. On others the 

vady executed. Sometimes even in 
ven life the work of puni ishinie Ht 2s 
beyun, and the cup of trembh 
Into the hands of the Impenitent. 
This, however, is only a forctusie of 
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calmness, endure all «fflic- 
tions. They are medicines employ- 

cd to cleanse them from the} 
“a to make them partukers ofa di- 
vine and holy nature. Gut with re- 
spect to those who are yct in their 
sins, Who are stranezcrs to Christ 
and the hope of salvation by — the 
afflictions, Bains and losses, that befal 
them, are but the beginning of sor. 
rows; the carncst of that venveance 
which will herealter overwhelm the 
workers of iniquity ; a foretaste of 
that wrath which will come ape 
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when their final doom shall be pro- 
nounced—** Depart, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire prepared for the de- 
vil and iis angels.’ Then will they 
be separated for ever from the sight 
and enjoyment of Go, from the in- 
Ruence of bis grace, and the hope of 
his glory, which alone constitute the 
happiness of ra‘ional creatures. God 
is present with them, only in the 
power of his wrath, by which they 
are dcomed to the society of devils 
and wicked spirits, whose employ- 
ment is cursing and blasphemy ; and 
are mace to suffer the punismment 
of unquenchable fire, and the stings 
ef the never-dying worm. 

Let us now apply this awful sub- 
ject to ourselves. 

1. We sce in this exposition of 
our text, what an accursed thing sin 
is, which brings with it, as its unfail- 
ing consequence, the wrath of God, 
endless miserv, a death that never 
dies. The law of God is not to be 
blamed for condemning those who 
transgress it; nor the justice of God 
to be censured for exacting the pe- 
nalty of our transgression. Our mi- 
sery is to be charged to ourselves 
alone, to our corrupt natures and 
sinful lives. We ourselves cherish 
in our hearts those evil affections 
which prey on our vitals, and at lust 
destroy us. As God is a holy God, 
he hates all sin; and as he is a just 
God, he will assuredly punish it.— 
Such, indeed, is his abhorrence of it, 
that when his own Son became our 
surety, and took upon bim the load 
of our sins, his heavenly Father load- 
ed him with sorrows, filled his soul 
with agony and darkness, nailed him 
to the cross, and there exacted from 
him the penalty of our guilt, to the 
utmost demand of offended justice. 
It was sin which converted the glo- 
vious angels of light into ministers of 
darkness, and drove them for ever 
from the presence of God, into the 
abyss of hell. It is sin which feeds 
those unquenchable flames to which 
they are now for ever doomed. It 
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ture lot 1 the same place Of toraiens 
Phercfore as we love our own biel 
let us hate and abandon every ey 
way. The curse of God is iNsenar: 
bly affixed to sin, and must clea 
us, If we cherish it in our he 
practise it ip our lives. 

2. If such be the consequences of 
transgression, how desperete is the 
folly of those who ** make a mock at 
sin,” and regard the comission of 
it as a matter Of trivial concern !o 
Shall we regard that as of small mo. 
ment, which Is big with everlasting 
damnation? Let us but seriously is 
flect with what a tremendous cyrse 
every sin is loaded, and we spall be 
more fearful to touch or approach it 
than to encounter death in its nost 
dreaded forms. Let us noi be induc. 
ed by the madness and folly of tiose 
around us, to consider any sin small, 
The least we can commit is stilla 
transgression of the law of God, and 
exposes us to his displeasure. All 
sin, whether in the eye of the world 
it be great or small, Is hatetul to God 
and destructive to the soul. Lei us, 
therefore, shun it in all its kinds and 
degrees, as the worst of evils, as the 
only bane of our peace. 

3. But lastly, if such be the dread 
ful effects of sin, what reason have 
we to bless God for Jesus Christ, and 
redemption through him. No soone! 
has the Apostle exhibited to us this 
alarming view of our condition, than 
he hastens to point out its only cfiica 
cious remedy. “ Christ hath redeem 
ed us from the curse of the law, & 
ing made a curse for us.” * For Go 
hath made him to be sin for us, whe 
knew no sin, that we might be mate 
the righteousness of God in him. 
‘6 Who his own self bare our sins) 
his own body on the tree, that we be 
ing dead unto sin, should live unt 
righteousness.” “« He hath redeemce 
us to God by his blaod.”? “And by hint 
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atl that believe are justified from all 
things from which they could not be 
iustified by the law of Moses.”— 
What then, under these circumstan- 
ees. is the course we ought to pure 
sue? It is no longer to depend on 
the works of the law for acceptance 
with God; but, renouncing our own 
rieiteousiiess, to seek that which is 
throveb the faith of Christ. It is to 
vive ourselves Up wholly to Jesus 
Christ, that justified by his gracc, 
and renewed by his Spirit, we may 
be saved from wrath through him. 
He only can deliver us from the 
power and love of sin, intreduce us 
into communion and tellowsiip with 
God here, and fit us for dwelhiag with 
him in heaven hereatter, The wrath 
of God is indeed revealed, as we have 
seen, avainst ell ungodliness and un- 
righteousness ofmen: but he willeth 
not the death of the sinner, but ra- 
ther that be should turn unto him 
and live. Now is the day of rrace 
and salvation. ‘“loemcrrow may be 
the day of vengeance. Let us now, 
therefore, accept his offered mercy, 
lay aside the arms of our revellion,and 
fali prostrate before him. He will 
reject none who come to him, re- 
penung of their sins, and pleading 
the merits of his Son. On the con- 
trary, he will receive us graciously, 
he will bestow on us pardon and 
peace, [n the use of preyer and the 
various means of grace, his Spirit 
will carry on the work of sanctifica- 
tion within us ; and we shall be cheer- 
ed and comforted, amid ali the trials 
of mortality, by that hope which ma- 
xe h not ashamed, while the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts, as 
the spring of all holy vbedience.— 
Amen, 


endtiighe 
Bor the Christian Observer, 

ON DELIVERANCE FROM THE FEAR OF 
DEATH. HEB. IL, 14, 15. 
Mourwrvut were the feclings which 
drew from the proud monarch of 
“trsia a sneden burst of tears. when, 


seated on his Imperial throne, he 
surveyed his million and a half of 
soldiers in battle array, and reflected 
that of all that vast multitude not one 
would be alive in the course of an 
hundred years. Had his mind, in- 
tent only on the means of selfish ag- 
erandizement, expanded itself in be- 
nevolent sympathy still further; had 
it beheld, in idea, the swarms of 
weeping relatives and bereaved sur- 
vivors soon to be scattered over his 
vast empire, as the hand of death 
gradually performed its office on 
these men, how much keener had 
been the anguish of his heart. Cal- 
culators have told us how many per- 
sons In each minute, throughout the 
world, fail under the fatal stroke ; and 
if we consider that the larger part of 
such were parents, or children, or 
bound to some one or more by cone 
jugal or paternal ties, what a wide 
suviace of grief and woe must this 
earth exhibit to the eye of compas- 
sionate humanity ! 

If this more than supposition be 
>xtended furtber to those whom the 
experience of others, or their own, 
has led to fear what they have not 
yet felt: if the many be estimated, 
whose earthly happiness Is all infold- 
ed in the existence of some one be- 
loved relative or friend more tothem 
than their own soul; and if the ap- 
prehension of that loss, which wouid 
seem to he loss of all, be duly weighe. 
ed in its effect on present enjoyment, 
we should arrive nearer to one views 
in which the Apostle may be suppose 
ed to have said, ** Through fear of 
deaths we are all our lifetime subject 
to bondage.” 

All, it is true, have not this fear 
respecting themselves; yet, if to 
those before enumerated, be added 
all who in their own persons are pos. 
sessed of an immediate fear of death; 
who feel it as the appointed lot of 
all; who are tremblingly conscious 
of the silent approaches of sickness 
or ave; or, who have so lively a per- 
ception of the comforts of their pre« 
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sent Situation in life, as ordinarily 
muy be said “to make death terri- 
ble;” how many more will be added 
to the list embraced in the comnre- 
hensive description of the Apostie ? 
It might perhaps appear a questiona- 
ble use of the expression, “subject,” 
which would lead us to speak of a/Z, 
without exception, as Uiadle, throuh 
the very condition ef mortality, to 
fears which they may in no shape at 
present fee]. But we ask who are 
the remuinder, that even in their fre. 
sent teclines are conscious of no such 
yrchensions as that which we have 
cribed? Not surely the happiest 
or the highest of their racc—at the 
best, the young, the inexperienced, 
the thought rm the cissipated—per- 
haps those who are tied by hard ne- 
cessity to the cares of the passing 
moment, or those who by a depraved 
course are hardened against anticipa- 
tions ofthe future. Inconsideration, 
from whatever source, may for a mo- 
ment mock the words of the wise: 
but in proportion to the exercise of 
our highest, our rational faculties, the 
verdict of the Apusile stands good 
aruint all the boasts of & sublunary 
iia. * > «Through fear of death,we are 
all our liie-time subject to bond: we.’ 
Lhe < attempt to analyze this com- 
mon eimotion will be so far profita- 
bie, as 1t may lead toa knowledve of 
those remedies which are of such 
powerful efficacy to “ deliver them 
who are all their life-time subject” 
to its power. The fear of death, then, 
in all its varied modes, may be trac- 
ed to two sources—ilnstinct and rea- 
son. Instinct obviously inspires this 
“horrible dread”? even prior to ra- 
tional reflection. It is instinct which 
prompts us to fly from the stroke of 
violence, and to shrink from the in- 
fection of mortal disease. ‘Throuch 
an instinctive impulse of nature we 
shudder at the sight of a lifeless 
corpse. It is that same impulse, 
which induces the dying, if possible, 
to forget the event, which they may 
nevertheless, from circumstances, 
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But to reason “ve owe the deepest 
emotions of the fear of death. It js 
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imac switch se al yp ve escaped cr 
only egiaeesle impressed the mere ani- 
mal faculty pain wiso provide 
new te Png opis, associa ung 
the idea ot death with many of the 


most distressing and nacuraily revolt 
Ing condidons of the human mind: 
have losta friend, a pa- 
rent, achild; I have lost them final- 
ly; and there is nothing I expect on 
this side the grave, that can possibly 
replace them. I have lost their socie- 

ty, their advice, their sympathy, thelr 
necessary assistance,ther approbation 
to cheer, their censure to improve 
me.” Itis the mournful account olone 
who offers from the house of mourn 

ing these humble thoughts to sufer- 
ing fellow mortals.—Dependence— 
on what a slender thread does the 

happiness and do all those hopes de 
pend, which an ac cident, a disease, 4 
breath might for ever fatally undo. 
——Uneertainty—the heart- rending 
stroke, of which nothing is cert: ID, 
but the finai issue, ne tuke agall, 
as possibly it bas taken before, thet 
which we are the least prepared to 
lose. The fairest flower that eve! 
threw its fragrant swects O¥ rer the 
field ofnature,* to-day is, and to-mol- 
row is cast Into the oven: ’ and the 
umbrageous gourd may only flow: 
rish to deceive.—Disappointment 
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hopes defeated, fond expectations 
puiuifilled, and many plans intercept- 
ed in the midst. are almost the sure 
companions of the fatal hour. The 
heights of fame or prosperity may 
have been just scaled by youth, new 
comforts gathered around the seat of 
seandeach preparing for something 
ike the enjoy ment they had hitherto 
missed, when the sentence is pro- 
nownced, ** Thou shalt dic, and not 
jive”? And why should we add to 
these * the dread ot something after 
death, that undiscovered country 
fom whose bourn no traveller re- 
urns 3? but in order to prove still 
more forcibly the influence of reason 
inthis last extremity, and to shew 
the nature of that bondage to which, 
throurh fear of death, we ave all our 
lifetime painfully subject ¢ 

Is this then all? If so, what is our 
boasted reason but asource of accu- 
mulated suffering ;—what is our 
Creator himself, but one who has 
made us with the intention of our 
being unhappy in proportion to the 
development of our bighest facul- 
ties? Truly, thoughtlessness in this 
case Were our best refuge; for 
“where ignorance is bliss, ’tis folly 
to be wise, "== Thank God, there are 
medicines in the moral as well as the 
Physical world. And the same gra- 
tious Being who, in the foresight of 
natural disease, infused medicinal 
Virtues into plants and minerals, has 
also to the moral sense * destroyed 
him that had the power of death, and 
provided a means of deliverance for 
them who through fear of death are 
all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 
The healing influence of Christian 
ruth, “the balm in Gilead, and the 
hysician there,’? now present them- 
‘élves to the aching mind : and it is 
‘weil known fact, to which the writer 
ofthe present thoughts can distinctly 
testify, that where no other conside- 
rations whatever have been potent to 
‘Suaxe the sting of grief, this single 
‘onsideration, * It is the Lord,” 
“S Testored not only calmness but 
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even cheerfulness to the afflicted 
heart. 

Let us retrace our former melan- 
choly footsteps with this new light. 
The Gospel, indeed, is not to be ex- 
pected to heal, or but very imperiect- 
ly, the wound inflicted on mere natu- 
ral instinct by the dart of death. The 
Gospel is addressed to reason. it 
medically removes no bodily pain. 
It reverses no disaster. Neitber 
does it restrain the sympathising tear 
which involuntarily flows at sight of 
“death and allourwoe.” Thewounds 
of nature, whether mental or corpo- 
real, require time to heal: and never, 
butin the arms of death itself, will 
even the Christian warrior cease in- 
stinctively to shudder at the grim 
aspect of his ** last enemy.” 

Much less to the reasoning faculty 
does Christianity present those falla- 
cious remedies which do but mock 
the patient, and ** skin and film the 
ulcerous sore.” In the sacred vo- 
lume we find little of selficailed 
philosophy, little of Zeno or of Sene- 
ca. The dying heathen well reject- 
ed the argument of the sage, ‘** Itis 
a debt of nature we all must pay.” 
“ That,” replied he, “is the very 
subject of my grief; and I seni for 
you, not to tell me what I knew, but 
to offer to my mind some topic of 
consolation, labouring as it is under 
the consciousness of this sad neces- 
sity.” Thus * the fancied medicine 
heightened the disease.”’ And can 
we treat with more respect that clase 
of arguments which, tor comfort 
under the loss of one earthly bles- 
sing, sends us to other sources of 
happiness equally frail and transitory 
with that which has been just dried 
up forever? These are not the tri- 
umphs, but the disgrace of reason; 
the refuge only of despair 

Christianity ‘* delivers’? from the 
fear of death. It pours the true an- 
tidote into the seat of the disorder, 
by presenting to reason the highest 
considerations. and to faith and hope 
the noblest objects. 
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It sheds a light on the darkness of 
the tomb. Its first happy effect is to 
take off the air of mystery to which 
the king ofterrors owes half his pow- 
er. It gives the history of death, 
the origin and the close of its fatal 
usurpation. And though the worst 
is told us in teaifully connecting it 
with the curse of God, yet, whilst an 
answeris provided tothat disclosure, 
some satisfaction results to the mind 
fromacceunting for that which before 
Was unaccountable, and familiarizing 
it to an object which no one yet bad 
ever dared to contemplate. 

The word of God tells indeed of 
death us the consequence of a curse ; 
but it points at the same instant to 
the removal of that curse; and thus 
at once preclaims the truth, and ex- 
tracts “the sting.’ In the new 
covenant of grace through Jesus 
Christ, coeval with the fall of man, 
a place is assigned to the fatal sen- 
tence which wholly aiters its charac- 
ter, oflice,and final effects; and thus, 
on the basis of unalterable truth, an 
absolute deliverance is offered to the 
believer from its terrific influence. 

Through the medium of that 
“ Gospel which brought life and im- 
mortality to light,’ we now discern 
the dreaded object in all its parts, 
and find it, not as we had feared be- 
fore, extinction of being, nor even 
cessation of life. It becomes, in our 
View, nothing more than the suspen. 
sion of certain lower and animal 
faculties, preparatory to the exer- 
cise, at an appointed time, of the 
same or similar ones in a purer state 
and highly improved condition. In 
the mean time, we are led to hope 
that the higher and more distin- 
rulshed mental and spiritual faculties 
remain in their full action, through 
an intermediate state of existence. 
Consequently the event that leads to 
such a change assumes the milder 
neme of a * dissolution,” a * separa- 
tion” of the mortal from the immor- 
tal part. the coerruptible from the 
incorruptible. Death becomes a 
“departure,” the grave a * gate,” 


On Deliverance from the fear of Deati, 


Aug. 


‘¢ that unknown land” the place of 
our rest 3”” “ and paradise is opened 
in the wild.’ 

. Nothing more effectually tends to 
lighten our apprehension of pain or 
danger, than the trial having been 
endured by another, and Salely and 
triumphantly passed. Accordingly, 
it is said, with great meaning, by the 
Apostie, ** Thireugh death, He de. 
stroyed him that had the ower of 
death.” Jesus Christ having, in his 
own person, * become obedient unio 
death, even the death of the Cross,” 
has set the example of patient sup. 
mission to that last appalling stroke, 
But he has also done more. He has 
risen from the dead. He has sur. 
rounded the tomb with inexpressible 
glories. Angels hover around this 

appointed mansion for all living. A 

power greater than its own renders 

its tenure short and insecure. “ The 

first fruits of them that slept” give 

more than bope that the harvest ere 

long will be gathered in. Thus the 

highest of earthly joys, ‘the joy of 

harvest,’ becomes associated in 

prospect with sepulchral gloom; and 

the awful night of death is illumined 

by the breaking rays ef the morning 

of the resurrection. The single ex- 

pectation of future life cannot but 

overcome (to reason) much of the 

fear of death. Perhaps the peculiar 

nature of those events which Chris 

tianity teaches us to expect in the 

future world may operate still more 

forcibly to this end; more especially 

the future judgment. That dread 

hour, so abundantly important 10 li 

own nature and ultimate consequen: 

ces, fixes and absorbs attention. The 

mind is drawn off from the solitary 

contemplation of death itself, cous 

dered as a last scene. We behold! 

in connection with somethinz, od 
with much beyondit. We" behol 

the dead, small and great, stand bee 
fore God.’ And those imaginary 
terrors of the dying hour, which <a 
been justly remarked to yield ’ 
almost every other humad ed 
lose themselves in the reflect 
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posom, before the real and solid anti- 
cipation of ** judgment atter death.” 
It remains onply further to shew, 
then, in what manner these anucipa- 
tious of judgimenc and the final sen- 
tence, Which become connected in 
the Christian’s mind with the event 
of death itself, act with their united 
influence in © delivering him from all 

huis tears 4 
Torough the merciful tenor of the 
new covenant of grace, the event of 
the last trial, though future, is not 
permitted to appear as wholly uncer- 
min to the believer in Christ. By 
the apprehension of a lively faith, he 
is enabled to feel himself already in 
the favour of God, and the sentence 
as virtually, 1f not formally, passed 
upon his soul, ** Neither do I con- 
demn thee.’ This confidence, it is 
true, does not proceed to the length 
ofaproud presumption. It does not 
diminish the Christian’s zeal and 
waichfulness and care. On the con- 
trary, it makes him strive the more 
earnestly that he ** may not lose the 
things which he bath wrought, but 
that he may receive a full reward.” 
It serves only to relieve him from 
uneasy solicitude, and to invest his 
mind with pleasing hopes. It in- 
spires him with a lively gratitude, 
as the motive of his conduct, and 
with that “ perfect love which cast- 
eth out fear’? Hence, though he 
looks to death with deep seriousness, 
and to judgement with profound hu- 
mility, yet he looks beyond them 
both with entire composure; and 
every other feeling is overbalanced 
in his mind by a full conviction, that 
“nothing shall separate him from 
the love of Christ.” All things are 
made his; whether life or death, or 
things Present, or things to come.” 
Veath is no longer /oss to bim, but 
Steat gain: it no longer suggests 
the idea of defiendence, because he 
feels himself totally independent of 
ils stroke: it opens to him the cer- 
“tg of bliss—the fulfilment of all his 
8. Heisnolonger “ in bondage,” 


but enjoys “the glorious liberty of 


the children of God.” 


- 


The same brightening prospects 
and realizing views which jend en- 
chantment to the event of cur own 
mortality, are not wanting in the 
mourniul hour which carries us to 
the totnb of some departed friend and 
fellow Christian. We yieid, in idea, 
to his portion ali that we bad habitu- 
ally appropriated to our own. We 
Ooveriook in his case, as In Our OWN, 
“the flaming bounds ol space and 
lime.” We consider him not as 
dead, but as departed. We inscribe 
on his tomb, not like the Epicurean 
of old, BeBiwxe, but RESURGAM. “* Tle 
has finished his career, not of itie, 
but of mortality.” His spirit we 
know to be fled to an happier region, 
where all is life, and joy, and immor- 
tality ; and but forthe consideration, 
that the corrupt mass which Is left 
behind must hereafter, like a seed, 
spring forth to light 1 a more gio- 
rious, ap incorruptible and immortal 
form, we should lay it by as merely 
the exterior garment, decayed and 
waxedold. The/riend we know really 
exists elsewhere; and we feel ap as- 
surance that a// we loved and valued 
in him as of lasting worth, still lives, 
more truly lives, and will for ever 
live, where we aspire to join him, 


High in salvation and the climes of bliss, 


If, however, with these considera- 
tions must be connecieéd one subject 
more, and that of a most painfully 
affecting nature; viz. the death of 
friendsor relatives, concerning whose 
final end the judgmentof an enligh- 
tened mind cannot bet hold itself in 
fearful suspense; it might be sufh- 
cient en this to remark, that perfec- 
tion is not the quality for which we 
are entitled to look in any of our 
present feelings, nor even our Chris- 
tian consolations. The comfort 
which Christianity affords us under 
the death of others, must. of course, 
be greatly diversified, in proportion 
to the degree of hope we are con- 
scious of entertaining with respect 
to their meetness for the last hour. 
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It sheds a light on the darkness of 
the tomb. Its first happy effect is to 
take off the air of mystery to which 
the king ofterrors owes half his pow- 
er. It gives the history of death, 
the origin and the close of its fatal 
usurpation. And though the worst 
is told us in tea: fully connecting it 
with the curse of God, yet, whilst an 
answeris provided tothat disclosure, 
some satisfaction results to the mind 
from accounting for that which before 
was unaccountable, and tamaliarizing 
it to an object which no one yet bad 
ever dared to contemplate. 

The word of God tells indeed of 
death as the consequence of a curse ; 
but it points at the same instant to 
the removal of that curse; and thus 
at once preclaims the truth, and ex- 
tracts ““the sting.” In the new 
covenant of grace through Jesus 
Christ, coeval with the fall of man, 
a place is assigned to the fatal sen- 
tence which wholly aiters its charac- 
ter, office, and final effects; and thus, 
on the basis of unalterable truth, an 
absolute deliverance ts offered to the 
believer from its terrific influence. 

Through the medium of that 
*¢ Gospel which brought life and im. 
mortality to light,” we now discern 
the dreaded object in all its parts, 
and find it, not as we had feared be- 
fore, extinction of being, nor even 
cessation of life. It becomes, in our 
View, nothing more than the suspen- 
sion of certain lower and animal 
faculties, preparatory to the exer- 
cise, at an appointed time, of the 
same or similar ones ina purer state 
and highly improved condition. In 
the mean time, we are led to hope 
that the hicher and more distin- 
guished mental and spirtiual faculties 
remain in their full action, through 
an intermediate state of existence. 
Consequently the event that leads to 
such a change assumes the milder 
neme of a “ dissolution,” a * separa- 
tion” of the mortal from the immor- 
ial part. the corruptible from the 
incorruptible. Death becomes a 
“ departure,’ 
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the grave a “ gate,” 
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‘that unknown land” the “ place of 
our rest ;”’ * and paradise is opened 
in the wild.” 

_ Nothing more effectually tends to 
lighten our apprehension of pain or 
danger, than the trial having been 
endured by another, and sately ang 7 
triumphantly passed. Accordingly, 

it is said, with great meaning, by the 
Apostie, ** Zhrough death, He (e. 
stroyed him that had the power of 
death.” Jesus Christ having, in his 

own person, ** become obedient un 
death, even the death of the cross,” 

has set the exaniple of patient syp. 
mission to that last appalling stroke, 

But he has also done more. He has 
risen trom the dead. He has sup. 
rounded the tomb with inexpressible 
glories. Angels hover around this 
appointed mansion for all living. A 
power greater than its own renders 

its tenure short and insecure. “ The 

first fruits of them that slept” give 
more than bope that the harvest ere 

long will be gathered in. Thus the 
highest of earthly joys, * the joy of 
harvest,’ becomes associated in 
prospect with sepulchral gloom; and | 
the awful night of death is illumined 















by the breaking rays ef the morning ' 
of the resurrection. The single es 1 
pectation of future life cannot but ‘ 
overcome (to reason) much of the 2 
fear of death. Perhaps the peculiar Y 
nature of those events which Chris e 
tianity teaches us to expect inthe I 
future world may operate still more al 
forcibly to this end; more especially nr 
the future judgment. That dread be 
hour, so abundantly important 1018 el 
own nature and ultimate conseqiel In 
ces, fixes and absorbs attention. Th ae "1 
mind is drawn off from the soliti'y i th 
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dered as a last scene. We behold tM thi 
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with much beyondit. We" behold ME gr 
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posoin, before the real and solid anti- 
cipation of * judgment atter death.’’ 

It remains only furtner to shew, 
then, in what manner these anticipa- 
tions of yodgimenc and the final sen. 
tence, which become connected in 
the Christian’s mind with the event 
of death itself, act with their united 
influence tn “ delivering him from all 
his tears.” 

Through the merciful tenor of the 
new covenant of grace, the event of 
the last trial, though future, is not 
permitted to appear as wholly uncer- 
main to the behever in Christ. By 
the apprehension of a lively faith, he 
is enabled to feel himself already in 
the favour of God, and the sentence 
as virtually, 1f not formally, passed 
upon his soul, ** Neither do I con- 
demn thee.”’ This confidence, it is 
true, does not proceed to the length 
ofaproud presumption. It dues not 
diminish the Christtan’s zeal and 
waichfulness and care. On the con- 
trary, it makes him strive the more 


earnestly that he ** may not lose the 


things which he bath wrought, but 
that he may receive a full reward.” 
It serves only to relieve him from 


| uneasy solicitude, and to invest his 


mind with pleasing hopes. It in- 
spires him with a lively gratitude, 
as the motive of his conduct, and 
with that “ perfect love which cast- 
eth out fear’? Hence, though he 
looks to death with deep seriousness, 
and to judgment with profound hu- 
mility, yet he looks beyond them 
both with entire composure; and 
every other feeling is overbalanced 
In his mind by a full conviction, that 
“nothing shall separate him from 
the love of Christ.’ “* All things are 
mace his; whether life or death, or 
things present, or things to come.” 

eath is no longer /oss to bim, but 
Steat gain: it no longer suggests 
the idea of dependence, because he 
eels himself totally independent of 
ls stroke : it opens to him the cer- 
fanty of bliss—the fulfilment of all his 


lopes. Heisno longer “ in bondage,” 


but enjoys “the glorious liberty of 


ha ots 
he children of God.”? 
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The same brightening prospects 
and realizing views which jena en- 
Chantment to the event of cur own 
mortality, are not wanting in the 
mourniul hour which carries us to 
the tomb of some departed friend and 
fellow Christian. We yield, in idea, 
to his portion all that we had habitus 
ally appropriated to our own. We 
overiook In his case, as In our Own, 
“the flaming bounds of space and 
time.” We consider him not as 
dead, but as departed. We inscribe 
on his tomb, not like the Epicurean 
of.old, BeBiwaxe, but RESURGAM. “ Tle 
has finished his career, not of jile, 
but of mortality.” His spirit we 
know to be fled to an happier region, 
where all is life, and joy, and immor- 
tality ; and burt for the consideration, 
that the corrupt mass which is left 
behind must hereafter, like a seed, 
spring forth to light i. a more gio- 
rious, ap incorruptuble and immortal 
form, we should lay it by as merely 
the exterior garment, decayed and 
waxedold. The/riend we know really 
exists elsewhere; and we feel an as- 
surance that ad/ we loved and valued 
in him as of lasting worth. still lives, 
more truly lives, and will for ever 
live, where we aspire to join him, 


High in salvation and the climes of bliss, 


If, however, with these considera- 
tions must be connecied one subject 
more, and that of a most painfully 
affecting nature; viz. the death of 
friendsor relatives, concerning whose 
final end the judgmentof an enligh- 
tened mind cannot but hold itself in 
fearful suspense ; it might be sufh- 
cient on this to remark, that perfec- 
tion is not the quality for which we 
are entitled to look in any of our 
present feelings, ner even our Chris- 
tian consolations. ‘The comfort 
which Christianity affords us under 
the death of others, must. of course, 
be greatly diversified, in proportion 
to the degree of hope we are con- 
scious of entertaining with respect 
to their mcetness for the last hour, 
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It is often the privilege of true 
Christians, and we might even con- 
Sider it tue merciful appointment of 
an all-wise Disposer, that similar 
sentiments pervade a considerable 
portion of the circie which is en- 
Nightened by the presence and exam- 
ple of a righteous man. At least 
his bosom friends will be, by choice, 
of his own description. Where it 
has been otherwise, perhaps the 
doubt itself, when it has occasion to 
be felt, may be a salutary warning to 
him against any /uture choice not in 
harmony with his eternal prospects. 

But in the case of dying relatives, 
perhaps a parent or a child, where 
the pious but agonizing mind longs 
to rcpose itself in some pleasing re- 
collection of the past, or anticipation 
of the future, and almost longs in 
vain; where fear cannot but predo. 
minate over hope; and where the 
bitterness of death seems to remain 
in all its native force; it should be 
considered asa call for other, but 
perhaps not Jess profitable, exercises 
of mind than in cases of happier sort. 
We, who are required to look for- 
ward with eager hope on the one 
side, are, on the other, commanded 
*¢ to gudge nothing before the time.” 
It is not for us to pronounce, in any 
particular case, on the mode in which 
God will apply the general princi- 
ples of his moral government. We 
cannot be sufficiently acquainted with 
all the circumstances necessary to 
form a correct, much less to antici- 
pate an unerring, judgment. Death, 
under the most unfavourable cir- 
cumstances, may be considered as 
mercifully sent, if it were only to 
prevent a further accumulation of 
guilt. The possibility of repentance, 
on a longer continuance in a state of 
trial, would doubtless have been fore- 
seen by Him “ who willeth not the 
death of a sinner.” A conviction 
that ** our dear brother or sister here 
departed” is goue into the bands of 
One who is wisest and best, cannot 
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but be a high consolation to the hum. 
ble and well-regulated mind. Tha 
he has chosen the fittest and mos 
seasonable hour for the removal of 
his creature from the land of the 
living, cannot for one moment be 
doubted. And if, in the place of 


triumphant hope for the creature, we} 


must content ourselves with the exe. 
cise of a submissive faith and x. 
quiescence in the will of the Cre 
tor, perhaps the gain may be on oy; 
side. The trial passed may be more 
abundantly blessed; and the eflecis 
of our deeper mourning may be 
expected more fully to appear on 
that day, when “ we shall have te. 
jeicing in ourselves alone, and notin 
another.” 

After all, it must be considered 
that death, though it cease to bea 
curse in application to the true 
Christian, yet, in this season of tri, 
must ever come into his lot inthe 
shape of an affliction. Whether 
mourning over the bier of a triend, 
whatever that friend might have 
been, or preparing for his own diss 
lution, he must ever consider the 
event as a debt he owes to God, the 
waves of his sin. As such, it is ib 
tended to teach him many important 
lessons, which it should be his priv: 
lege to learn from it. By a sue 
attention to these instructions, he 
attains the “blessing of those who 
mourn,” who “ shall be comforted.” 
He is brought into immediate dist 
pline in the school of God, that te 
may hereafter profit in the fruits of 
holiness. He is directed to anotht! 
country, a city which hath founds 
tions, by every fresh experience tha 
here he “never continueth in 0¢ 
stay.”” He entersinto the sanctuary of 
God, that he may understand at once 
the end of others, and hisown. He's 
reminded, that “the end of all things 
isat hand,” and is therefore “* sober, 
and watches unto prayer.” He1sral* 
ed to honour amongst those «+ who 


‘are come out of great tribulatlo 
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and bave washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the 
[L.mb. Therefore are they betore 
the Lord continually, and serve him 
day «nd bighton his temple. They 
gh |i hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more, neither shall the sun light 
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On them, nor any heat. But the Lamb 
which is in the midst of the throne 
Shall teed them, and lead them by 
the living fountains of waters, and God 
shall! wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.”? 

M., 


=a 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


pR. PINCKARD’S NOTES ON THE 
WEST INDIES. 
(Continued from p. 448.) 

Our next extract from Dr. Pincke 
aid’s work wilj affurd a farther ex 
emplification of the feelings of the 
West Indian oligarchy towards the 
Neyro race, drawn not from the in- 
suated acts of private individuals, 
but lrom the proceedings of the cri- 
minal judicature of the colony o! De- 
matara. Ou the 25th of May, 1796, 
Dr. Pinckard thus writes :— 

“ Amony the disiresstul scenes It 

has lately been my Jot to witness, I 
chanced to be at Stabroek a few morn- 
ings ago, atthe time of the execu- 
tion of the captain of the Bush ne- 
groes Whom | mentioned to you In a 
former letter. He died faithful to 
his cause, and no information could 
be obtained from him regarding the 
encampment said to be still remain- 
ing inthe woods. He was sentenced 
to be suspended by the neck for a 
short time, and then taken down, 
while yet alive, to have his head se- 
vered from his body. The execu- 
loner was a Negro, who, without 
any feelings of compunction, or of 
sorrow for his countryman, exulted 
in the adroitness with which he took 
off the head at a single blow. 
_“ After the execution, I sat a short 
ime with the officers, at the barrrack 
ofthe 99th regiment ; when another 
Painful scene was exhibited to our 
observation, in the flogging of a par- 
ly of Negroes, before the fiscal’s 
tor, upon the public street. 

*@n one of them keing released 


from the stakes, to which he had 
been tied down, with his face to 
the earth, during his punishment, I 
thought that I recognised his fea- 
tures, and, upon going out to ascer- 
tain the fact, discovered him to be 
one of the carpenters, who bad been 
Set apart to work, under my direc- 
tion, at the hospital. It happened, 
too, that he had distinguished him- 
self by his industry, and was the man 
with whom I had most conversed, on 
account of his speaking English, and 
being able to explain my instructions 
to his fellew-workmen. 

* You will believe that I felt an 
interest regarding him, and that I 
was anxious to learn by what offence 
he had brought upon himself the se- 
vere punishment which we had wit. 
nessed. To this end, in company 
with Major Say and other officers, I 
followed the bleeding’ slave to his 
home, where we learned that the al- 
leged crime, for which he had been 
punished, was—-striking a Woite 
man ; although, in fact, it appeared to 
have been a refusal to get up from 
his bed, at nine o’clock at night, to 
work for an European inhabitant of 
the town, after labouring at the hos- 
pital during the whole of the day.— 
It was further hinted by those about 
him, that something of pigue or pre- 
judice, on account of the poor man 
expressing himself pleased with his 
employment at the British hospital, 
might possibly have operated in dea- 
fening the ear of justice against him. 

*“ A Dutchman who chanced to be 
present at the time we were making 
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Inquiries, in the carpenter’s shop to 
which the Negro belonged, told us, 
with an air of confidence, that he had 
been punished for striking Aim, and 


cutting bis elbow with a darge chtssel ; 


shewing us the very instrument with 
which the wound had been made, and 
the precise spot whereon the offence 
had been commitied, at the same 
time exhibiting his arm supported in 
asling. Ati this being so circum- 
stantially stated, four of us, Mayor 
Say, the Surgeon of the 99th, ano- 
ther officer, and mysclf, begged to 
see this frightful wound which had 
been cut inthe elbow. Some objec- 
tions were offered, on the ground of 
disturbing the dressings, unsewing 
the bandages, and the like; but as 
Mr. Blackader promised to repiace 
all these in fit order, we persisted in 
the request; andthe Dutchman, find- 
ing that we were urgent, and rather 
inclined to be peremptory, at length 
submitted; but the coat was said to 
fit inconveniently Ught, the shirt 
sleeve to be tied In a hard knot, and 
ether little difficulties and delays 
were thrown in the way. Suill we 
determined to subdue them all; and 
when, at last, we succeeded, lo! in- 
stead of the many bandages, and com- 
plex dressings which we had been 
taught to expect, we could neither 
find a plaster, nor the wound. Instead 
of a deep cut from a chissel, a slight 
bruise only appeared upon the elbow, 
the skin being neither cut nor broken. 
This strengthened our suspicions that 
the slave bad been unfairly treated ; 
and by prosecuting the inquiry, we 
learned the following history. 

“ The Dutchman had gone to the 
carpenter’s shop in the evening, in 
search of a carpenter to do some 
work at a house in the town; and 
finding this Negro sleeping in the 
room over the workshop, ordered 
him to get up and accompany him. 
The poor fellow pleaded that it was 
night, that he had toiled through the 
whole of the day, and further that he 
was directed, by the commandant, to 
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work only at the hospital, until that 
was completed. The Dutchman, pe. 
verthele ss, Insisted upon his going — 
ihe slave unhappily refused. Words 
ensued ; andthe White man, seizing 
the Black by the hair of his head 
dragged him down into the workshop; 
where, in the scuffle, the Dutchman 
happened to receive a bruise of the 
elbow. 

“ The following morning a com. 
plaint was made to a public officer, 
bigh In power, stating that the Ne 
gro had struck the Dutchman, and 
wounded him ; and it being an offerice 
utterly unpardonable for a Biack man, 
under any circumstances, to lift his 
hand against a White one, the mise. 
rable slave was sentenced, without 
further inquiry, to receive the pu. 
nishment we had witnessed. 

‘* We could not feel satisfied that 
the proceedings had been conducted 
with a due regard to justice: we 
therefore waited upon the person who 
had decreed the punishment, to in 
quire more into the merits of the 
case; and were told by him, that the 
Negro had been punished § for strik- 
ing a White man, with a heavy stich, 
and a /arge nailin it, and therewith 
cutting a deep wound in his elbow,’ 
As this account differed from thatol 
the Dutchman himself, we asked this 
man of power, if the sentence had 
been pronounced barely upon the 
maen’sown report. Certainly not, he 
replied; the deposition was also sant 
tioned by the testimony of four re 
sfiectable witnesses, who appeared 
in evidence, having seen the Negro 
strike the White man with the grea 
stick with a great nail in it. 

‘© We then used the freedom o 
asking, if he had taken the trouble to 
look at this wounded elbow Aimself: 
He had, he said, ‘and a sad cutlt 
was.’ If we had not been stricken 
dumb with the reply, we might have 
exclaimed, ‘ Alas! unhappy Blacks: 
what hope have ye of justice, i! no 
only private, but also public punish 
ments be thus awarded °’ 
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« As soon as our surprise and in- 
diguation would permit, we Informed 
this man of equity, that tour of us had 
minuiely examined this frightful cut 
of the elbow, and that, with all our 
eigut eyes strained as wide as they 
gould stare, we had not even been 
abie to discover the wound ; adding, 
for his further information, that the 
Dutchman had, himself, assured us 
that it Was cut with a large chissel: 
but that, in fact, it had neither bee: 
cut with a chissel, nor with a nail in 
astick, nor cut at all; being only a 
sight bruise which bad probably 
happened in the struggle, when the 
Dutchman was pulling about the Ne- 
gro by the hair of his head. We also 
ventured to add, that the whole tale 
of this mighty wound was a scanda- 
lous imposition ; and the punishment 
which had been inflicted upon the 
Negro a gross injustice. We then 
appealed to this arbitrary guardian of 
ihe laws, very earnestly demanding 
whether, in justice to the injured Ne- 
ero, to the public, and to himself, 
wie had been thus imposed upon, he 
would not feel it incumbent upon 
him to institute an inguiry regarding 
the fact, and to have the cruel wretch, 
and his four perjured witnesses, se- 
verely punished ! Of course, we made 
ho rem:rk upon his having seen the 
sal cut in the elbow with dis own 
eyes! Whether from feeling himself 
implicated, or from a reluctance aris- 
ing out of any other cause, this great 
dilicer of justice did not seem to 
be of accord with our sentiments 
upon the subject; but endeavour- 
ed to divert us from the question 
by expatiating upon the paramount 
hecessity of holding slaves in subjec- 
tion, and the great danger and impo- 
licy of overlooking, in any instance, 
the crime of their lifting the band 
against a White man. We readily 
‘onceded to him that, upon the pre- 
sent system, it was absolutely neces- 
‘aly to be tenacious of the privileges 
ssumed, but we could never agree 
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that it was either just or wise to pu- 
nisb ad unprotected man upon the 
false accusation of a set of perjured 
wretches, merely because nature had 
covered him with a dark skin, and 
them with fair ones; nor that it was 
fit not to expose such wanton malice 
to public shame, whenever the false- 
hood and injustice of the testimony 
should be detected. Therefore, pledg- 
ing ourselves to appear in evidence, 
whenever called upon, we jeft the 
office, obtaining a promise from this 
man of power, to institute an inquiry, 
and to have justice done to the poor 
injured slave ! 

* Whether our endeavours in his 
behalf may be crowned with success, 
is extremely doubtful, but the unhap- 
py history of our carpenter’s punish. 
ment will convey to you some idea of 
the kind of justice to be expected by 
slaves. The alleged offender is not 
heard in mitigation, nor are any of 
his colour admiticd in evidence, al- 
though they might be able wholly to 
disprove the charge; hence, when- 
evera White man is base enough to 
perjure himself in accusation, the 
Neyro can have no hope of escaping 
from punishment.” 

Let the reader call to mind, that 
it was one of the criminal judges of 
this very colony, Mr. J. Clayton Je- 
nyus, who, in November 1815, pub- 
lished In the Colonial Gazette, with 
the sanction of his name, and in an 
address to the planters of Demarara, 
bis deliberate opinion, “ that the au- 
thority of the master over his Negroes 
is not to be encumbered with official 
formalities ;”’ ** that his power cannot 
without danger be brought inte doubt 
or discussion, and should never be 
opposed or thwarted by any interme- 
diate authority.”’—Let the reader call 
this to mind, and then let him judge 
whether the administration of justice, 
as between master and slave, is likely 
to have undergone any material im- 
provement in that colony, 
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Abolition controversy in 1787, to the 
present hour, the colonial party have 
been in the habit of triumphantly ad- 
ducing the testimony of officers of 
high rank, admirals and generals, 
who have served in the West Indies, 
in favour of the mildness and huma- 
nity of their system. Had Dr. Pinc- 
kard’s acquaintance with that system 
been of the same superficial nature 
with theirs ; had he known the West 
Indies only by the hospitalities he ex- 
perienced during the first weeks of 
his residence at Barbadoes, we might 
have expected trom him a similar 
testimony. Dr. Pinckard, however, 
was not satisfied with first impres- 
sions. He was determined to judge 
for himself, and, exercising a proper 
difidence in the force of interested 
logic or the accuracy of ex parte as- 
sertions, to rely only on the evidence 
of facts. What adifferent view might 
have been given of the very transac. 
tion which is narrated above, but for 
the intrepid and persevering Curiosi- 
ty of Dr. Pinckard! And m whata 
light does the result of bis humane 
interposition place the good faith and 
justice of the parties concerned ; not 
mereiy of the unfeeling complainant, 
but of the judge commissioned by his 
Majesty, and bound by his oath, to 
dispense impartial justice ! Does not 
such a fact countervail a hundred 
general declarations in favour of the 
colonial system ? 

But it may be supposed that De- 
marara forms an opprobious excep- 
tion from the claims of the other colo- 
nies to the praise of humanity and 
justice in the administration of their 
slave code. Let the reader turn to 
our volume for 1811, p. 431, fora 
striking proof of the impunity with 
which the most express enactments 
in favour of the slave may be openly 
and contumeliously set at nought by 
masters, in the confidence doubtless 
(a confidence which in this instance 
proved to be but too wel! founded) 
that a jury of planters would act in 
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the spirit of Fiscal Jenyns’s prin 
ciples, and deem it dangerous to ip. 
terfere between master and slave. 
Let him turn also to our volume 
for 1805, p. 217, and to our Nuwber 
for June last, p 403, for an illustra. 
tion of the condition of the slaves tn 
the island of Burbsdoes, the oldest 
of our colonies, as it respects their 
legal protection. A farther illustae 
tion of their st:te will be found in Dr, 
Pinckard’s work. It was in Bridge. 
town, the capital of that island, the 
seat of its government, that the fol 
lowing occurrence took place. The 
narrative is contuined in a letter dat 
ed in March, 17963; and with an 
extract from it we close this p.per, 
“T witnessed a scene of cruelty, 
which strongly exemplified the ab- 
ject and wretched condition to which 
human beings are subjected tn a life 
of slavery. It happened that I was 
waiting upon the quay for the Lard 
Sheffield’s boat, when two men, ap- 
parently White Creoles, came up, 
and seized a Negro, who was statid- 
ing near me, accusing him of having 
run away from his master, The poor 
Black assured them, that he had no 
master; that he belonged to Mrs. 
; that he was well known inthe 
town; and that they must, certainly, 
have mistaken his person! Upon 
these grounds he strongly urged the 
impropriety of their taking him (0 
prison: but, regardless of his remon 
strances, and of their own error, they 
tied him with a thick cord, fastened 
his hands, and forced him towards 
the place of coufinement? Curtosily 
led me to follow them. The poo 
man still pleaded his innorence. © 
the wrong they had committed, bes’ 
ging and praying to be allowed 
refer them to bis mistress, or to ano 
ther family in the town, to identily 
his person. Heedless of his protect 
tations and entreaties, they still drag” 
ged him on; and from his only €* 
pressing a reluctance at being th0% 
unjustly, hurried to a prison, one 
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ese hardened wretches struck him 
, violent blow on the head, with a 
large stick, calling out to the other, 
;, proad Barbadoes accent, and with 
reat oath, ‘ Cut bim down.’ 

wA little before they reached the 
‘ison they had to pass a doorway 
yjere there happened to be a strong 
light, by means of which one of these 
cruel instuments of the law of force 
‘sstantly recognised the poor ill- 
yeaied Slave, and finding that they 
yere actually guilty of the mistake 
yoich the Negro had stated, he cail- 
elout to his savage comrade, who 
hd struck the helpless Black upon 
the head, ‘I know the fellow: we 
must let him go:’ upon which, they 
both, with dreadful imprecations, or- 
dered him to stand, without stirring, 
yuilst they should untie him; and, 
yon his only moving his arm to ex. 
pedite the loosening of the cord, they 
swore, that if he dared ‘¢o stir, or 
lok savage,’ they would ‘cut him 
down,” or put bim ‘directly into pri- 
son.’ Such was the compensation 
dealt him for the unjust and cruel 
treatment which he had already re- 
tived. The wretches not only 
dagred the unoffending slave to a 
prison, in defiance of his solemn as- 
surances of their having erroneously 
tized him. and without allowing him 
aappeal to any one who knew his 
person, but, because he ventured to 
iy they were commiiting an error, 
al the inhumanity to strike him 
tha force sufficient to have frac- 
led his skull, and to threaten him 
vith the further severity of death, or 
adungeon, should he dare only to 
ust a look of displeasure.* 

“What must have been the feel- 
figs of this injured man! who, after 
ting abused and maltreated, was 
Puttin fear of his life, if he should 
nly permit nature to assume her 
tat on his brow,—if the cruelty, 


« 


% . 
We are told, on Barbadian authority» 
‘tatthe present moment the slayes are 


uly of the crime of looking sulky, 
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pain, and injustice which he had suf 
fered, should only cause a mark of 
disapprobation to appear upon his 
countenance! But nature, however 
proscribed, was not to be restrained 
by suchcommand! While the power 
of memory remains to me I can 
never——never forget the indignant, 
but hopeless, expression of injury 
which overspread the features of this 
poor slave, as he retired! He felt 
agerieved, and was conscious ‘hat 
veo he had no remedy,—no ap- 
peal !” 


a 


JOURNEY TO SWI'ZERLAND, &C. 
(Continued trom p 438.) 
I verr Stutgard early on che 27th of 
September: the weather was remar- 
kably fine. On coming oui of the 
town we ascended a winding road 
over a high mountain, from which 
at every hundred yards we obtained 
anew and different aspect of the town 
andi‘s beautiful environs ofcultivated 
hills. intermixed with narrow valleys 
and abounding with trees and water. 
It is, | think, without exe®ption, one 
of the finest coup d’oeils I ever saw. 
The country between this and Swit. 
zerland, a distance of about 36 
leagues, runs through a chain of 
mountains covered with wood, and 
the land below is ina state of high 
cultivation. Vinesare planted wher- 
ever they can grow; but although the 
wine continues to be called Rhenish, 
it ceases to be of the superior quality 
which grows between Bonn and 
Mayence. I was obliged to give up 
my daily walks before the coachy 
when |I had advanced a few leagues 
from Stutgard ; for the rain began to 
fallincessantly ull arrived at Schaff- 
hausen, so that I was contented to 
observe and admire the beautiful 
country from the inside of the car- 
riage. I had only one good resting. 
place between Stutgard and Schaff. 
hausen, and this was at Tuttingen, at 
the Stag, where comfert and neatness 
3 ¥ 
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were conspicuous. At all the great 
inns in Germany I found the sedle 
@hote far preferable io dining alone : 
one meets there forcigners trom dif- 
ferent parts, and has olten the plea- 
sure of hearlng very interesting and 
instructive conversation. The com- 
pany is generally very good, though 
sometimes there is a stranve mix- 
ture ‘The convenience of such ta. 
bies, however, is great: the price is 
fixed, and always moderate, venerally 
about two shillings a head, which 
includes a botile of the wine eof the 
country. 

I arrived at Schaffhausen on the 
29:h of September; and | own that 
my feelings were much excited 
bebolding againthe town of my natl- 
Vity, where also TI received my first 
education, and atierwerds spent thc 
happiest years of my youth 
impression of the last years 1 passed 
there will-never be effaced trom my 
mind, vor the gratitude | owe to the 
worthy clergyman who led me to tie 
knowledge of Christian truth, and 
sowed and nurtured in «-e principles 
which have since supported me 
through the various trials of my life. 
My separation from him was a severe 
blow. Thatexcellent man, whilst he 
lived, continued by bis correspon- 
dence to be my guide and comfort; 
but he died a tew years after. | 
carefully preserve the written certifi- 
cate he gave me when he himself for 
the first time admitted me to the 
holy communion, 

With my feelings excited by these 
recollections. it is not to be wondered 
that I should experience great emo- 
tion on entering the old mansion of 
Mr. Oswald, now inhabited by his 
only daughter, alady of my ownage, 
with whom I had been brought up. 
She recognised me at first steht ; but 
she was so much alti red since her 
marriage that I did not know her. 
I staid three days at Schaffhausen, 
and during that time saw a geod dal 
of her and her family. Those were 
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to me Interesting days. With what 
pleasure did we recal the days. {our 
youth, and talk of her excelicat 
father and mother, who also dieu 
few years after, and whose memory 
we greatiy venerated! 1 sat at tale 
in Mr. Oswald’s place, and then in 
his own chair (for every thing in that 
house remained as I had leftitthinry. 
two years before) where he used 
compose his sermons. [then went 
tolook in an armoir fora ticle toh 
ing piece which be had given me, 
and with which 


Was 


i used to shoot: jt 
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[found living inthe house awomay 
whe bad attended the warden and the 
vineyard, and bad grown old in tie 
family : she remembered ine, and 
blessed me. 

Ia chengen is five leagues from 
Schuffheusen. ' 
to this place is hichly picturesque 
being a fine mixture of cuitisated 
fields, rising between 
ridves of sloping hiils, from whence 
peep out, every two or three miles 
cheerluineat villoges always adore 
with a white church ond an eleg ut 
steeple, placed bieher and at sove 
distance fr m the village. T have 
renewedacquaintance with Beringer, 
Gechlenven, ofer and under Hallow, 
where the dress of the men and Woe 
men is exactly what it was acentuy 
avo—the old Swiss dress. Themen 
wear a round sugar-loaf hat; a loog 
beard 3; a coat made of black coarse 
cloth, with small black woode: bute 
tons; a red waistcoat; a black girth 
round the watst ; black leather straps 
hangiue over the waistcoat, which 
support a pair of Swiss breeches of 
an enormous size pluited lengthways 
white or blue stockings; wish thet 
shirt generally open at ihe neck, 
They have a fine, manly, compos 
ed appearance. The women weil 
a black jacket, red corset. shot 
black petticoats, and red stockinc 
which are visible more than a ml 
off. 
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Whenever the business of the 
feids, or ol the lanmily, requires a 
isle journeys the man aid woman 
are ulways seen Gong tovether—the 
nun first, Carrying the greatest part 
of the luggage; the womab, buwe- 
yer, always beating per share ‘The 
women take part also with their hus- 
bands in the toils of husbandry.——[m- 
mense ficlds of turnips, potatoes, 
carrots, and other roots are to be seen 
here. 

latheafternoon! passed Waldshut 
giittle town olsome stren.th. belonge 
ing tothe emperor, where my pass- 
port was demanged and reevtstered. 
Isicptat Sechingena very indifferent 
piace and inn, but which ts conve- 
nienly placed tor reaching QGasle the 
bext evening. 

Vhen tve following day T passed 
through Laufenburg, Lleft my car- 
riage and watked over the bridge tn 
company with a man of the place, 
Wid, seeing me look with gwreatatlen- 
ton at the Rhtve foaming through 
the arches over a bed of rocks, said 
tome, pointing with his hand to a 
Sharpangle. * Phere the two “nglish 
Lords were swallowed un.’ This was, 
in (act, the place where, a few months 
azo, Lord M and Mr. B— 
Made so deplorable an end. When 
one sees the rapid and deep course 
of the Rhine at this place, dashing 
its Water through a narrow bed of 
Tocks. presenting for three hundred 
yarus acute and sharp wiiding angles, 
it is not casy to believe that so despe- 
Tate an attempt would have been 
hazarded as that which cost those 
Unfortunate young men their lives. 
They were travellers; the beau'y of 
the country tempted them to stop for 
afew days at Lauffenberg. The 
hoveity and danger of this unattempt- 
ed Navigation excited in them the 
Wish todo what other people deemed 
Impossible. The moment their idea 
Was known, it was strongly opposed ; 
and the opposition only served to 
confirm them in their purpose. They 
Preceeded. however, with some cans 
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tion. They first pushed an empty 
boat into the siream, aud unfortu- 
nately for them, and incredibte as it 
appeared to the spectaiors, who tad 
crowaed beth sides of the Rhine to 
see this expernrent, the boat went 
through undamaged. ‘This success, 
achieved in the presence of five bun- 
dred people, was a spur to the foolish 
pride of the two young Kaglishmeny 
who thougit that they could not how 
relinquish their scheme without be. 
ing laughed at. A second boat was’ 
prepared, and the next morning ap- 
pointed for the experiment. 
Deputations were sent to them 
from the magistrates, who strongly 
remonstrated against the guilty mad- 
ness’ of the enterprise, but without 
effect. Nextcame some of the clergy 
to warn them against perdition, and 
to prophecy certain death: their 
efforts were equally unsuccesstul 3 
and on the appointed morning they 
sallied forth, both dressed in white 
waistcoats without coats, and slippers. 
They gave their money and watches 
to their servants: they knew, there- 
fore, that there was a great chance of 
death. Mr. B— went to the boat 
with a heavy heart. and even said he 
would not go, and remcnstrated with 
Lord M—: but his lordship jumped 
into the boat, and said he wouid go 
alone; upon which poor Mr B—, 
unwilling to leave his friend, went in 
afterhim. They pusbedoff. ‘hey 
had each along pole, with which they 
hoped to keep the boat clear of the 
rocks. On both shores stood an 
overawed multitude, some crying, 
all vocilerating entreaties to desist, 
and not torush into eternity. It was 
now too late: nohumun strength could 
have stopped the boat when once it 
had vot into the rapid current. To 
the amazement of the trembling 
spectators, they went unhurt over the 
first breakers, and, rushing into the 
foaming torrent, evaded the first 
threatening angle. Life was then tor 
a few seconds once more in their 
power. They might have jumped 
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on the rocks, from which they were 
not more than three or four feet 
distant. The people on the shore 
screamed out to them to do it: in- 
stead of which, elated with this mo- 
mentary success, they huzzaed, and 
waved their hats. Alas! blind un- 
fortunate youths! that salute was a 
Jast farewell to this world: they were 
just plupging into cternity. With 
the swiltness of an arrow they were 
carried toa tremendous vortex: their 
boat was instantly overset: they 
strugyled fora short time against the 
roaring billows, swam even the space 
of two hundred yards on their backs, 
calling out for help and mercy. No 
help couldbe given. The distressed 
multitude gazed on them as they 
passed, and saw them swallowed up— 
never to appear apain 

I did not hear this affecting narra- 
tive with adry eye. ‘The man who 
gave me the particulars of it had been 
himself a witness of the whole, and 
Was Much agitated on recounting it. 
He told me that not so much as a 
button of their waitscoat bad been 
seen afterwards; and that two Eng- 
lish gentlemen, who had come on 
purpose from England, had staid at 
L.uffenburg some weeks, endeavour- 
ing by every possible contrivance to 
find the remains; but they had no 
Success. 

(To be continued.) 
a 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

TyROUGH the medium of your pub- 
lication permit me to communicate 
the pleasing intelligence, that the 
Chapel in the Forest of Dean was 
consecrated, with the usual solemnt- 
ties, by the name of Christ Church, 
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on the 17th of July, by the Hop, and 
Right: Reverend the Lord Bishop o 
Gloucester. His Lordship was sup. 
ported on the occasion by his Chap. 
lains and upwards of twenty cleny, 
men. Alter an admirable, Nighy 
appropriate, and Impressive seryy, 
delivered by his lordsbip, toa Crow 
ed congregation, from Matt. yj 
20, the holy sacrament was adn, 
nistered, 

Vo our many excellent friends, 
becomes my duty to «ffer CONE ly, 
lations of the most grateful kg 
requesting them to unite ip thangs 
giving and praise to God, for pais, 
for the poor of this place a hotseg 
prayer tothe honour of tis Name, 

It is scarcely credible, bot itisa 
aMictive truth, that in the large, 
solate, extraparochial tract of land 
his Majesty’s Forest of Dean wi 
filace of worshifi of any sort or dinini 
nation was ever before known, 

After the lapse of so many centy 
ries, to the lovers of pure religioni 
the present age this honour has bea 
reserved, of sbhewing their  atlech 
ment to the established service. thet 
love of souls, and their gratiiude i 
God for his spiritual blessings. by 
raising atemple in this extsaparochil 
district. Being engaged, at the te 
quest of many distant friends, i 
drawing up an account of my fist 
entrance into the Forest, and of the 
Interesting death of Thomas Morgay 
I shall take that opportunity of giving 
to the subscribersa general statemetl 
of the expenditure of the funds, and 
the particulars of all our proceedings 

] “am, &c. 
P. W PROCTER 
Vicarage, Newland, Aug. 1, 1816. 
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REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


4 Calm Inguiry into the Scripture 

Docirine concerning the Person of 
Christ. By Puomas BersHamM.— 
8,0. London: Jonnson. 1811. 

The Ciuims of Dr. Priestley in the 
Couvroversy wh bishop: Hors’ey. 
By Puemas Bensuam. 8vo. Lon- 
dun. 1&4. 

Three viddresses to Persons calling 
themselves Unitarians. By the bi- 
suop oF St Davin’s, Rivington 
and Hatchaid. 1816, 


Tur controversy between Dr. Hors- 


; respect ive combatant dS. 


ky abd Di. Priestley was conciuded 
by the former disputant upwards of 
thirny years ago. The arguments on 
bob sides have been long belore the 


& public; and the generality of rea. 


dets, We believe, huve found little 
dificulty in deciding upon the merits 
of ihe cose, and the character of the 
With this 


> decision, however, Mr. Belsham ap- 





5 ee toy ne ay. ‘ae * ers 


the subject. 


pears to have been dissatished, and 
has deemed it expedient to review 
Tois gentleman enter- 
tains a plous regard for the memory 
of his master, and is animated by 


great zeal for the interests of his 
$ party. 
— Weight wi.b the members of his own 


He possesses considerable 


persuasion ; and fis name has been 


» long known as one of influence and 


authority in the Socinisn school. Hf, 
therefore, it Were incumbent wpon 
any man, alter the lapse of so many 
ye.rs, to correct the public taste, with 


— respect to Dr. Priestley and bis la- 
_ bours, we are inclined to think that 


Mr. Belsham was the man. The 
fcld was open to any Unitarian who 
felt himself aggrieved ; and with the 
Opinions entertained by this writer, 
We neither complain that he has come 
forth at all, nor that he remained si- 
“5 during the days of Bishop Hors- 


It must have been obvious to any 
man of reflection, that the ficid, which 
had been contested with Dr. Priest- 
ley, would not be given up without an 
effort to his zealous successor. The 
character of Dr. Horsley was not less 
dear to many advocates for the ortho- 
dox faith, than was the fair fame of 
his opponent to Mr. Belsham; and 
as they considered themselves to be 
engaping in the cause of truth and 
justice, they have shewn no reluc- 
tance to examine the reasonings and 
to meet the charges which have been 
levelled at the reputation of that dis- 
tinguished prelate. Among these the 
Bishop of St. David's deserves parui- 
cular mention. ‘To literary attain- 
ments of the first order, be unites 
high rank in the church, eminent ta- 
lents, judicious and weill-regulated 
zeal, a thorough conviction of the 
excellence of his cause, and a spirit 
of Christian Inde pr ndence, which 
makes the interests of truth its only 
object. He pursues bis adversary 
intu every corner: he grapples with 
him like a mab conscious of his own 
powers ; aid ifever the enemy seems 
to make his escape, it 1s only to be 
again pursued, and again discomfited. 

The fricnds of Mr. Belsham talk 
of some want of courtesy in his learn- 
ed assailant 3 and it must be confes- 
sed that the Bishop has not weaken- 
ed the ferce of bis reasoning by any 
superfluity of idle compliments. But 
before this circumstance can be urg- 
ed by them as a ground of accusation. 
we should exsmine the nature of Mr. 
Belsham’s charges, and the spirit in 
which they are produced. If it should 
appear that be has paoid little attention 
to courtesy In his attack, he cannot 
have much reason to think himself 


aggrieved, if the forms of politeness 
are not very strictly observed on the 
We doubt, however, 


opposite side, 











Shy Review of Belsham, & 

whether any persons besides those 

who feel the castivation, will com- 

plain of the severuy of tue Bisnop of 
David's. 

the severe 


Among specimens of 


Incap.city adduced by Dr. Horsiey, 
acalist the historian of the Corrup 


hlons Ga Chitstianity, Was Di. Prieste 
Beys’s © Capital argument for the an- 
tiqurly of the Unitartan fulih, found. 
op the epi tie N 
Tire 
e ancient eke w Christians 
Nazarenes; and taattne Naza- 
renes were the same people with 
the Ebronites, the Socinians of early 
This sine Dr. Liorsley 
controverted. 

The subject of the N zarenes na- 
turally led tlie history ofthe church 
at Alia or Jerusalem 35 end arzuments 
and aulhories were Buy pro. 
ablish their 
iforsiey cen- 
vith Mosbeim, that 


mions of AZae 


historian maintained, 


contide 


P rs 
€itr-Crei 
4a ‘we sé 


on both sides to est 
orpssiie views. Dr 
ded, the 


church at Auda Was orthodox ; while 


te}: 


Dr Priestley denied every statement 
which was hostile to his own system. 


These are the main quesilons now 


to be discussed 5 cnd we cannot enter 
upon them with more advantage to 


merspiculiy and truth than by come 
u ie 4 3 : 
menrcing with a few extracts from 


Mr. Beisham 
ant Sch wereerers 


‘Dr. Horsley, upon the authority of 
Mosheim, taxes the veracity of Urigen ; 


and charges him wit! notorious falsehood, 
im asserting that the Hebrew Christians, in 
general, had not renounced the Mosaic 
law.” Claims, &c. p. 19. 

“Dr. Priestey—mdignant at the out- 
rageous attack upon the unsullied charac- 
ter of the a Origen,” &c. Caim 
Inquiry, p. 4 

* Surely no Sees being but the Arch- 
deacon of St. Alban’s (Dr “Horsley) would 
have ventured, upon such feeble grounds, 
to have attacked the character of the great 
and venerable Origen with notorious false- 
hood,” 

“© In the points at issue between him and 
the learned prelate, the victory of the 





Horsley’s Letters, p. 108. 
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great advocate for the Divine Unity 
decisive and complete. This the Bishop 
weil knew. And though his to: dship wag 
no doubt gratified to see the effec: produc. 
ed by his poaipous and imposing Style upon 
the unthinking crowd, he would have bevy 

tie first to lnug rh to scorn the solem 
mus Who si 


Was 


W ig. 
i val d se rou Isiy profe bf 
beheve that the advantage of the anggument 
remained with him, N he wt, Bishop Hors 
ley KNEW that be had inadverte ntly piven 
too much sie bt to ihe reat mame of Mo. 
sem, fe KNEW that Mosheim’s autho. 
rues would not bear cut his asse tions. 
He xnew that he had in vain sough fi 
other authorities to support Mosheim. lir 
KNEW hat veces Si failed m these he had 
sported a bypothesis of his own, which 
would not bear examiation for a moment, 
He uNew that in this state he had rejred 
from the field, leaving his adversary in full 
possession of the ground. All this the Bi- 
shop KNew, “hough bis son may not; nor 
am Tatraid of being car ttradicted in this 
statement by any one who is qualified to 
judge m the case, and who is under no 
temptation to conceal his real sentiments,” 
Claims, &c. pp. 29, 30 

“Both the contending parties retired 
from the field equally w ell satisfied with 
result of the conflict: Dre Priestleg 
with his v ICTORY, and Dr torsley with 
bis mirne.’ Calm Inyuiry, p. 439, 


nav 


the 


Dr. Priestley’s evidence, that the 
Nazarenes were Unitarian Ebionites, 
and constituted the primitive church 
at Jerusalem, is founded, as we have 
suid, mainly upon the authority of 
Epip! ranius and Origen. The testis 
mony of Epiphanius is proved, in Dr. 
Horsley’s Sixth Letter, to be of no 
service to the argument: he moses 
a distinction between the Ebionies 
and the Nazgarenes, which justifies 
the supposition, that although In pel 
verseness of character there wes 4 
general resemblance, yet on the sub- 
ject of Christ’s divinity their sent 
ments did not correspond. It is a 


‘ Nie 
fair conclusion from the words gina 
phanius, that the Nazarenes wel 

erson 0! 


orthodox in relation to the p 
Christ. 

“ Concerning Christ, 
ancient writer, “IT cannot Say 
certainty, (or J am not informe 


‘ 9? says that 
with 


qd te 
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gay Sx cio csirciv) Whether they too, 
se. the Nazarenes, carricd away 
with the implety | {the aforemention- 
of Ceriathus and Merinthus, think 
him a mere map, or affirm, as the 
ruth is, that he was begotten of Ma- 
ry by the Holy Ghost.” Here ts a 
eyifessiva that he had no ground to 
assert that the Nazarenes denied our 
Lord’s divinity. It amounts, as Dr. 
Hytsley observes, to much more than 
a doubt: itis the unwilling conies- 
sicn of abase accuser. It is reasouna- 
bie to suppose, that if at any Ume he 
really doubied, the doubt was done 
away; for in the summary to his se- 
cond volume, after the work was fi- 
nished, which coniains the account 
of the Nazirenes, he says, * They 
confess that Jesus is the Christ, due 
live in all respects according to the 
law.’ They were orthodox with re- 
spect to Christ, due they Judatzed.— 
Ik may be proper to observe, that 
ihese summaries were evidently writ- 
cn after the completion ot the work. 

Grotius viewed this subject pretty 
mich in the same Reht with Bishop 
Horsiey. “Epiphanius doubts whe- 
ther these also the (Nizarenes) ase 
serted that Christ was a mere man, 
ke. But others do not plainly as- 
cribe any thine peculiar to them, 
sides the observance of the Elebrew 
rites. As Irenzeus makes no men- 
tion of them in his account of here- 
sies, We are to judge favourably of 
them 3; and so much the more, be- 
Cause Augvusiine, who consulted more 
ancient writers, expressly affirms, 
tha the Nazarenes confessed Christ 
toe the Son of God ; diserte affirr at 
COR er? Nazare@eos Christum esse Dei 
Filium.? 


o.. os 


isu? 


The grand witness is Orieen.— 
Ut as he never mentions the Naza- 
Penes, his evidence must be made to 
ear by a circuitous process. Dr, 
'estley therefore traces from Ovi- 
Sn the faith of the Jewish Christians 
in bis own ave, and from their faith 
infers that of their ancestors. The 
treneth of his argument lies in two 


. ° a= j noes ee ad teed 3: ’ < y 
Reuiew of Belsham, Sc, ou the Socinian Controversy, 517 


passages, very remote from each 
other, in the books against Ceisus. 
ft is by taking them in connection 
that he gives apy colour to his assere 
Lions. 

Ceisus, in the person of his Jew, 
brought a Charge ugalnst the fle- 
brews, that they bad deserted the 
law. TElow does Origen meet it? 

‘Lhe charge having been mede ee- 
nerally, and wiihont excepuion, Ori- 
een as positively and gs veneraliy de- 
nies tt. He introduces particular in- 
stances of persons, wiio formeriy had 
not deserted the law, such as Peter 
and Barnabas; adding, that Paul 
himself to the Jews became a Jew 
that he might cain the Jews, and 
broucht an offering to the altar that 
he might cenvince the Jews of his 
adherence to the law, &ce. 

Now Origen must have been con- 
scious that these farticu/ar instances 
could never disprove the general 
charve*; and what is still more re- 
prehensible, he refers to the conduct 
of the Apostles, when they were only 
imperfectly informed of their duty, or 
acted in an Improper manner by rea- 
And with 
respect to St. Paul, Origen followed 
in this matier the rule of expedicn- 
cy: he coukl not be Ignorant that 
the Apostle acted on a totally diffe- 
rent principle from the Ebiontes ; 
for they maintained that the law was 
obligatory both on Jews and Gentiles. 
If any man had put the distinct ques- 
tion to Origen, Do you, or do you 
not. mean to «firm that St. Paul, in 
his Enistles to the Galatians, labours 
to establish the obligation of the law 
to the letter of it? it is impossible 
that he should not have answered in 
the negative ; vet liis reasoning leads 
Us to Suppose that he would have re- 
plicd in the affirmative. 


son of human infirmity. 


* If it should be said in our time, * You 
Socinians advertise about vour lectures tu 
the public papers,” it would be no satisfac - 
tory answer, that Mr. A. or Mr. B. have 
neyer adopted the practice. 
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Observe also the manner in which 
he speaks of the Ebionites, *¢’ This,” 
he says, * Ceisus’ Jew did not under- 
stand, that the Jews, who have be- 
Jieved tn Christ, have not left the law 
of their fathers. For they live ac- 
cording to it, being named after the 
beggarly expectation of the law.—— 
For a poor man is by the Jews cal- 
led Ebion; and those of the Jews 
who have received Jesus as Christ, 
are called Ebionites.” 

What are we to infer from this 
passage? That the Ebionites were 
the only believers of Jewish extrac- 
tion? This is its natural purport, and 
thus, it seems, he wished it to be un- 
derstood. Did Origen himself, then, 
believe this to be the fact? Nos let 
the following passage decide.” 

“How confusedly does the Jew 
introduced by Celsus speak, when he 
had it in his power to have said with 
more appearance of truth,t ‘Some, 
indeed, have renounced our customs 
under the pretext of interpretations 
and allegories ; and others also inter- 
preting as you profess spirituslly, 
wiile ye nevertheless observe the 
customs of the fathers; and others 
of you, without any interpretation, 
incline both to receive Jesus as fure- 
told, and to observe the Mosaic law, 
according to the custom of your an- 
cestors, as having all the mind of the 
Spirit in the letter.” But bow could 
Celsus clearly distinguish these 
things, who inthe progress of his dis- 
course has made mention of heresies 
the most impious and foreign to the 
doctrine of Jesus, and of others re- 
nouncing the Maker of the world ; 
but did uot know that the Israelites 
believing in Jesus had not renounced 


* Some of the reasoning connected with 
this subject is taken from Dr Jamieson’s 
reply to Priestley ;—a work’ in which the 
quesuon is ably and fully discussed. 


t Suvtmevce widaverepcy esrety:—-the So- 
cinian translation of wiSayarspey in this 
place is ** more plausibly ;? this corres- 
ponds better with their purpose than with 
the Greek: 
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the law of their fathers? For it wag 
not his intention, with a sincere igye 
to the truth, to examine all these 
things in their proper order, tiat jf 
he found any thing usetul he might 
receive it; but be wrote such thitigg 
us ah enemy, and ove whoily bent op 
perverting what he heard.” 

How singular is this statement !. 
Origen bad bimseif satimated vefore 
that the Evioniies were the only Jew. 
ish believers: he now tells us that 
there were three kinds of believing 
Hebrews! The first considered tiem. 
selves as released from the letter of 
the law, because they had obtained 
the substance: the second observed 
the law, but probably did not press 
It upon others, looking to its spiris 
tual intention as the great matter: 
the third beileved it to be obilgatory 
upon all; as necessary lo salvauon Of 
the three Clisses, the last alone were 
the Enionites. 

The error of Celsus was involun- 
tary: but charity Hself cannot thus 
apologize for Origen. In his for. 
mer reasoning, he clearly maint wed 
an argument, which he did wot bee 
lieve. Celsus’ Jew speaks as every 
other Jew would have done, of for 
saking the derter of the law: Origen 
quibbles most unwarrantably about 
it, and seems to talk of observing 
the detrer of the law when he hasa 
mental reservation about the spirit of 
it. He might as well have contends 
ed, that all the Gentiles were obdstts 
vers of the law; tor in bis reserved 
sense they did observe it 

Upon the subject of the Nazarents 
and the veracity of Origen it 1s Ul 
necessary to enlarge. If Mr. Bele 
sham Con vindicate the honour ot Dr 
Priestley on no better grounds thal 
these, we suspect that the judgment 
ofthe public will remain pretty much 
what ii has hitherto been, and thal 
the victory will still be adjuciged - 
the Mitre. 

But Origen and the Nazarene 
are to be considered only in a subors 
dinate view: the great battle '% to 
be fought about the church of allt 
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Dr. Horsley, it should seem, has 
committed himself, in relation tothe 
Christians of that church, in a way 
which reflects no credit either on his 
integrity of his talent; and if Mr. 
Belsham’s state ment be correct, the 


annals of controversy can scarcely 
furnish us with a picture of humiilia- 
ton more abject, and of demoli'ion 
more perfect and complete, than that 
of the learned prelate. 

Dr. Horsley states his view of the 
subject in the foilowing proposi- 
tions i— 


“{take for granted these things. 


«] A church of Hebrew Christians, ad- 
hering to the observance of the Mosaic law, 
subs sted for a time at Jerusalem, and for 
some time at Pella, fom the beginning of 
Christianity until the final dispersion of the 
Jews by Adrian. 


“I} Upon this event a Christian church 
arose at /Elia, 


“I. The church of Zia, often, but im- 
properly, called the chureh of Jerusalem, 
for Jerusalem was no more; the charch of 
Fiiainics external form. that is,in its doc- 
trines and its diseipline, was a Greek 
church ; and it was governed by bishops of 
the uncircaumcision In this my adversary 
and lareagreed., The point in dispute be- 
tween us is, of what members the church of 
#la was composed, He says, of conve ts 
of Gentile extraction, | say, of Hebrews ; 
ofthe very same persons, in the greater 
part, who were members of the ancient 
Hebrew church, at the time when the Jews 
were subdued by Adrian. For again, Ltake 
for granted, 


“IV That the observation of the Mosaic 
law, in the primitive church of Jerusalem, 
Was a matter of mere habit and national 
Prejudice, not of conscience, A matter of 
conscience it could nut he; because the de- 
cree of the apostolical, cokege, and the 
Wwrtings of St. Paul, must have put every 
true believer’s conscience at ease tipon the 
eubject. St Paul, in all his Epistles, main- 
tains the total insignificance of the Mosaic 
‘aw, either for Jew or Gentile, after Christ 
Had made the reat atonement; and the no- 
tion that St. Paul could be mistaken, ina 
PONnt which is the principal subject of a 


Christ. Obsery. No. 176. 
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great part of his writings, is an impiety, 
which Ll cannot impute to “ur holy brechren, 
the saints of the primitive church of Jeru- 
salem Again, I take for granted, 

“Vo That with good Christians, such as 
I believe the Christians of the primitive 
church of Jerusalem to have been, motives 
of worldly interest, which would not over- 
comeconscience, would, nevertheless, over- 
come mere habit. 

“V1 That the desire of partaking in the 
privileges of the Ahan colony, from which 
Jews were excluded, would accordingty be 
a motive, that would prevail with the He. 
brew Christians of Jerusalem, and other 
parts of Palestine, to dives themselves of 
the form of Judaism, bv laving eside their 
ancient customs.” Tracts, pp. 409—411, 


The chief points in debate are 
these: Of what persons did the 
church at Alla consist?) And what 
were their opinions with respect to 
Jesus Christ? Ave the views of Dr. 
Horsley on these subjects correct or 
not? 

Let us hear Sulpicius Severus, as 
quoted by Mosheim. 

* At which ttme Adrian, thinking 
that he should destroy the Christian 
faith by the defilement of the place, 
set up images of demons both in the 
temple and in the place of »ur Lord’s 
passion. And because the Christians* 
were thought to derive their origin 
chiefly from the Jews (for the church 
of Jerusalem had then no priesi but 
of the circumcision,) he ordered a 
cohort of soldiers to hold constant 
ruard, and to keep off all Jews from 
access to Jerusalem, Which thing 
was beneficial to the Christian faith : 
for at that time almostf all united the 
observance of the law with their be- 


* «Quia Christiani ex Julais potissimum 
putabaniur :” “ because the Christians were 
thought to consist chiefly of Jews,” Dr, 
Priestley : a wrong translation 

¢** Tam pere omnes Christum Deum 
sub legis observatione credebant.” = Dr. 
Priestley mistakes the meaning »f the pas- 
sage: he construes it, as if ** pene omnes” 
referred to their belief in Christ ; whereas 
that expression is meant merely to exempli- 
fy the ** observator legis,” 


3 Z 
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lief inthe Divinity of Christ: the 
Lord so disposing it. that the servi- 
tude of the law should be taken away 
from the liberty of the faith and of 
the church. Thus then was Mark 
the first Gentile Bishop of Jerusa- 
leni*.”’ 

From this passage we deduce, with 
Muosheim and other writers, the fol- 
lowing conclusions :—That the Jew- 
ish Christians, who lived in Palestine, 
So long as there was any hope of the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem after its de- 
struction by Titus, joined the rites 
of Moses with the worship of Christ. 
Wien this hope failed them, and 
Adrian’s rescript banished all Jews, 
all observers of the law, from his 
new city the greater part of these 
Jewish Christians rejected their ritu- 
al observances. and elected Mark, a 
Genule, for their Bishop. They were 
thus qualified to partake of the pri- 
vileges of the colony without giving 
any umbrage to the government. 
Thus the edict of Adrian was of ad- 
vantage to the Christian faith. It 
could have been of no advantage to 
the faith, if all the Hebrew Christians 
had left Jerusalem and preserved the 
servitude of the law: it would, in that 
Case, have been injurious, since it 
would tend to disturb the Gentiles to 
whom these observers of the law had 
fled, and to introduce questions and 
divisions among them. Tothe same 
purport is the expression, that the 
servitude of the law was taken away 
from the liberty of the church: for 
of what church does he speak? If 
he be supposed to refer tothe Chris- 
tian church generally, yet he must 
be considered as having a special re. 
spect tothat partof it which had been 
under bondage—the Hebrew Church 
of Jerusalem. And this view of the 


* «ita tum primum Marcus ex Gentibus 
apud Hierosolyman Episcopus fuit” Dr. 
Priestley’s translation is, “ ‘Then was Mark 
the first Bishop of the Gentiles at Jerusa- 
lem :’—a palpable error, if he means by 
* Bishop of the Gentiles,” a Bishop over 
the Gentiles, 
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subject is confirmed by the last sen. 
tence: Ita tum pfrrimum Marcus, &&, 
Thus at that time Mark was mad, 
the first Gentile Bishop. Had Sy}. 
picius meant that a Gentile Chures 
was established by the expulsion of 
the Jews, he would not have confined 
himself tothe appointment of a bj. 
S:op3; a fact so novel and important 
would doubtless have been particy 
larly noticed. 

Our next evidence shall be Celsyy 
Jew. 

In the sentence which immediate. 
ly follows the, former extract from 
the 2d book against Celsus, Origen 
proceeds thus : * With him the Jew 
goes on addressing the believess of 
that nation, * Yesterday and the day 
before, even when we suffered pu- 
n'shmentfrom that person, who drove 
us away like beasts, ye a/iostatizd 
Srom the law of your fathers,’ * amssa 
ts wartpis vous, While, as we have 
shewn, he knows nothing exactly 
(axpiews) concerning the things of 
which he speaks.” 

According to the testimony oi 
Origen himself, in his first book, 
Celsus lived in the time of Adrian 
and afterward: and he is here intro 
duced as speaking of an occurrence 
which took place very lately, * yester 
day and the day before.’ No doubt, 
therefore, can exist that the person, 
whose name he deemed it either im- 
proper or unnecessary to mention was 
Adrian: and the statement of cruel 
ties exercised upon the Jewsis con- 
firmed by others. If Celsus repre- 
sents them as driven away like wild 
beasts, Jerome informs us, that after 
the war of Adrian, “an incredible 
number of every age and sex were 
sold like horses, and dispersed ove! 
the face of the earth.” Now at that 
time, saith the Jew, addressing his 
countryman, “ye apostatized from 
the law of your fathers.” Would he 
have ventured to assert this fact, ifit 
had not been true ? It is impossible to 
conceive it. He fixes upona recent 
date: he mentions a circumstance) 
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the truth or falsehood of which must 
have been notorious, and Origen 
himself does not venture to contra- 
dict him. Instead of asserting bold- 
ly, as he wouid have done if the 
potoricty Of the case did not prevent 
him, that the charge was unfounded, 
he endeavours to get rid of the sub 
ject by hinting that the Jew was nol 
yery exactly informed! He refersus 
back to his general sophistry. and thus 
satisfies us completely that he cannot 
refute the allegation. 

We proceed next to the testimony 
of Epipbanius. 

“Therefore,’ says this writer, 

« Adrian thought of rebuilding the 
ciy, though not the temple: and 
taking Aquila, that interpreter of 
Scripture formerly meutioned, who 
was a Greek and his father-in-law, 
and deriving his origin from Sinope 
of Pontus, appointed him to oversee 
the work of building the city. But 
Aguila living in Jerusalem. and see- 
ing the disciples of the disciples of the 
Anostes flourishing in faith and 
working great signs of healing and 
other wonders: for they were return- 
ine from Pella of Decapolis to Jeru- 
sulem and teaching: grav yap vmoe- 
colavres cero TlcAAng cee Oioarxeytes : for 
when the city was about to be taken 
by the Romans all the disciples were 
forewarned by an angel to depart 
from the city now about to be de- 
stroyed; who leaving their home 
dwelt in Pella, the above-mentioned 
City, beyond the Jordan, &c.; but 
having returned, as I mentioned. af- 
terthe destruction of Jerusalem, they 
did mighty works: Aquila therefore, 
being convinced, believed in the 
Christian religion.” 

Whether the return from Pella 
occurred in the interval be’ ween the 
destruction of Jerusalem by Titus and 
that which took place under Adrian, 
or whether this event was after the 
second ruin of the city, is of little 
importance. There seems at any 
Tate to be no great difficulty as to the 
time when Aquila saw and conversed 
With them: the discthiles of the disciples 
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of th Apostles weve the persons by 
whom he was converted to Chris- 
tianliy 5 and this circumstance brings 
us ve'y Naturaily to the date of iis 
superintending tne works of Ablia. 

Ii a: shoulda be said, that ihe con- 
version of Aquiia was frrior to the de- 
struction Of the city, it foliows that 
eveu beiore the war of Adrian the 
Hebrew Christians had ip part reyect- 
ed the ritual of the iuw3; tor he ree 
ceived the seal of Christianity, that is 
baptism, but his subsequent apostacy 
and circumc:sion prove ‘hat he was 
not then circumcised. ifit occurred, 
as we believe, afer the war, there 
were then Hebrew Christians jiving 
at Ailia who admitted Gentiies to 
their communion without tne jeval 
rites. In either case. the members 
of the church could not be of the sect 
of tne Ebionites. 

In addition to his six positions, 
Bishop Horsley mentions, as a cir- 
cumstance strongly corrovorath g his 
views, a seventh position, that a body 
of orthod«x Hebrew Christians were 
actually existing in the world much 
later than the time of Adri.n This 
fact he proves by the testimony of 
Si. Jerome. Hence at some time 
preceding, the practice of the Hebrew 
congregations bad undergone a yreat 
change: they had forsaken the Mo. 
saic law: aud since large bodies of 
men do not change their opinions 
without a powertul motive, some ade- 
quate cause must be assigned. ** Now 
in what period of the church,” says 
the Bishop, * shail we find a posture 
of affairs so likely to induce the He- 
brew Christians to forsake the Mosaic 
law, as that which obtained in Pales- 
tine upon the final dispersion of the 
Jews by Adrian?” If we recollect 
the uncontradicted declaration of 
Ce!sus’ Jew, this reasoning comes 
near to demonstration. 

We shall content ourselves with 
one additional proof, which is fur 
nished by the Bishop of St David’s, 
It is taken from Eusebius, ond is to 
the following purport: * From writ- 
ten records | haye learnt that to the 
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siege of Jerusalem in the time of 
Adrian. fifteen bishops presided over 
that church in continued succession, 
and that all of them were of Hebrew 
origin, avd that they held and pro- 
fessed the genuine knowledge of 
Christ*.’) What is meant by the 
genuine knowledge of Christ we 
know from his account of Paul of 
Samosata Eusebius informs us, that 
Malchion was rewarded by an honou- 
rabic eppointment in the church at 
Annoch, for the eminent sincerity of 
bis taith in Christ : he had rendered 
Signal services, in detecting the 
sophistries of Paul, who was deposed 
for cenying the Divinity of Christ. 

It seems unnecessary in this place 
to dwell longer upon the churches of 
Jerusalem and of Alia. Their ortho- 
doxy on the subject of our Lord’s 
divine nature, appears to be fully 
established ; anc litthe doubt can be 
entertained by any candid inquires 
that the latter church consisted for 
the most part ot Hebrew Christians, 
who abandoned,in the days of Adrian, 
the ritual of the ancient law. 

Mr. Belsbum seems not to have 
comprehended the nature of Bishop 
Hor-ley’s proofs, nor the manner of 
his reasoning, He says, that the 
Bishop begins with six professedly 
gratulious assumptions, * which, 
however, he frankly acknowledges, 
prove nothing.” Dr. Horsley makes 
no such acknowledyment; veither 
are bis positions gratuitous The 
three first are historical facts—Euse-. 
bius, and Epipbanius.and Orosiussut- 
ficiently attest them: the three last 
are connected with the third, and 
assign probable reasons for the re- 
nunciation of the Mosaicrites. And 


“So far from acknowledging that they 
p! ved nothing, he savsinthe words before 
quoted, thar they determined him to abide by 
Mosteim’s account of the transaction. 
Ther prove the existence and orthodoxy of 
a church of Hebrew Christians, reta:mog 





* Second Address, p, 10. 
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the Mosaic ordinances, to the time of Ag, 
rian, and renouncing them in CONSCQuence 
of his decree, and of the privileges aniexed 
to his new colony at Alia. To ‘complete 
therefore the proof? by the evidence of the 
existence of an orthodox Hebrew church to 
a later period, the Bishop added his seventh 
position. 


«4 This seventh position is that ungq 
which Mr Belsham says ‘the principal stress 
is laid? The Bishop expressly says (p 490,) 
that the principal stress is not laid upon it, 
He particularly reminds the reader that hi 
proof of the existence of an orthod: X Jewish 
Church at Jerusalem rests only in part Upon 
it. ©The learned reader will be pleased io 
recollect that my proof of the existence of 
such achureh restsin part only ov Jerone’s 
evidence. ‘ile entire proof rests on seve; 
positions,’ 


Of the seventh position Mr Belsham 
says, that ‘the Bishop inhislast Disquisiion 
wery fuirly owns it proves barely and si gly 
the existence of a body of orthodox Hebrew 
Christians existing somewhere tn the world 
in the time of Jerome, 250 years after te 
re en of Adrian? ‘This is very unfairly, and 
incorrectly stated. Tie force of the seventh 
position ts in its connection with the six 
preceding. Its object ts, with them, to prove 
that this orthedox church existed, not 
somewhere in the world, but at Alia St, 
Jerome’s testimony does not, of itsel!, prove 
the existence of the Hebrew Christiaa 
church in the time of Advian: it is nota 
part of that evidence ; but it is a proofofthe 
existence of that church to a much aver 
period Epiphanus and Orosias testify for 
its existence af Aliain the time of Adnan; 
Celsus, and Origen (in bis corrected 
judgment Jrespect ively answer for the latter 


e é . é 2 ‘ ’ eh 
halfof the third century, Eusebius for te 


whole of the three first centuries and the 
beginning of the fourth, and Jerome for tue 
latter part of the fourth Celsus, Origen, 
and Jerome speak, indefisitels and generally, 
of Hebrew Christians. And where should 
we seek to verify their testimony, hut at 
Jerusalem the primitive seat of Hebrew 
Christianity, where this Apostotical Church 
was subsisting not only in the third and 
fuurthcenturies, but has continued, through 
all the revulutions of the country, to this 
day, 


“Po the orthodoxy of this church 
in’ Adrian’s time Sulpicius bears: wit 
ness in the words before quoted : Christum 
Deum credebant But Eusebius’s inest- 
mable document of the succession of the 





bishops of Jerusalem and Jélia fur more 
than Uuree centuries, 
from tadves of succesion and written recoras, 
in the library at Jerusalem) with his test 
mony tothe orthodoxy and apostolical cha- 
acter of this church from its first’ institu. 
tion to bis time, comprehends all other 
evidence, and efleciually disproves the ase 
sertian of Dr. Pi restley and Mr. Belsham, 
that great body of Hebrew Cirtstians, 
sn the two firs! centuru s, were unbelievers 
in tue Divinity of Clirist li you confine 
uur atteptign to this substantial fact.—he 
urthotoxy of the primitive Christian Church 
Palestine, under both 
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sebius, and before him by the Bishops of 


& 4 Cesarea, and others, ia therm fetter 
Panui of Samosaia (see the Postscrip), 
u wil easily perecive the error of Dr. 

estlev and M asd will find 
i diicutty in disentangling the subject 
vomihe dispute about the continuance or 
discontinuance of the Mosaic ordinances ; 
avd aboat the ¢dree sorts of Nazuarenes, and 
three of Ebronites, which they have either 
jgnorantly or artfully confounded.” Second 
Address, pp. 15—17. 


TT? bal y 
, Ocisnain, 


{ 
a 
} 
H 
f 


We cannot but consider assertions 
of the kind just noticed as ingenious 
devices to maintain the credit of a 
cause which, on other grounds, Mr. 
Beisham believes to be just: hence 
his declaration, that Dr. Horsley was 
a plagtarist from Mosheim, aud that 
the church of 4.14 was now for the 
first time heard of : hence also his 
Warm indignation at the convicted 
artifices of the spotless Origen; and 
his witticisms about those illustrious 
Octovenaries, “ our holy brethren the 
Suints Of the primitive church at Je- 
rusulem,’? with many pages which 
are equally just and equally becom- 
ing. Tothe same cause, if it did 
hot imply a degree of unfairness 
Which couid hardly be designed, we 
should attribute the marvellous blun- 
ders which are sometimes to be found 
iD his writings, with respect to dates 
and quotations: such, for example, 
as mistaking a note of the translater 
jor a part of the work of Mosheim; 
and informing us that Moshcim’s 
Anti-Constantine History was written 
prior to his General History, whereas 
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it was published later by sixteen 
years. ‘hese and similar errors are 
to be considered, perhaps, as speci- 
mens of basie and Inaccurate inves- 
ligation. 

But the direct attacks in which 
Mr. Belsham hus so frequently in- 
dulged upon the moral character of 
Bishop Horsley 1 particular, and of 
the clergy in general, Can be explauin- 
ed upon no such principle, Not a 
word can be suid in his defence. He 
tells us, that the Bishop fsaew that 
he bad retired fvom the iield, leaving 
his adversary 10 lull possession of the 
eround; that he did not, and could 
not, claim the victory; whereas the 
Bishop repeatcdiy, and in the stron- 
rest termis, avers his conviction of 
Dr. Pricsticy’s utter defeat. Mr. 
Beishbam would persuade us that Dr. 
Hiorsley bad given up the church of 
Jia ws an indefensible and desperate 
c.use. Phe Docior himsetf suys, 
“Upon these foundations,” (viz his 
seven positions, &c.) * which a strou- 
ger aria than Dr. Pricstley’s shall not 
be able to tear up, stands the church 
of orthodox Jewish Christians at Je. 
rusulem; to which the assertors of 
the Catholic faith will not scruple to 


ate et 
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ther p. $76. And agatn 
— Phe disturbed foundations of the 
church of Au.ia are again settled. I 
could wish to trust them tothcir own 
solidity to withstand any future at- 
tacks. IT could wish to take my final 
leave of this unplessing task of hunte 
inc an uninformed, uncandid adver- 
gary through the mazes of his blind- 
ness, and the subterfuges of his so- 
phistry”” Mr. Belsham may per- 
haps be provoked at this language, 
as applied to his master in the schoo! 
of Socinus; but itis too much for 
him or any man to affirm, that Bishop 
Horsicy did not believe the state. 
ments which he so strongly and so 
repeatedly made, 

And on what principle can his ex- 
traordinary attacks upon clergy 
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in general be defended? Does he 
really believe, as he pretty strongly 
intimates, that truth must necessarly 
be the object of their aversion and 
abhorrence? He distinctly affirms 
this of Mr. Horsley, decause he is a 
clergyman ; and other parts of his 
writings leave no doubt of the 
wey in which he meant it to be ap- 
plied. Is this then the del:berate 
opinion of Mr. Belsham; and dees 
he think this language to be just in 
itself, and creditable to its au:nor?— 
We might be forgiven, 1f we snould 
pause for a few moments, to express 
those sentiments and feelings which 
must rise up in the mind of every 
candid and intelligent person on the 
perusal of calumnies like these ; but 
we are rather disposed to refer the 
reader to the Addresses which have 
been published on this controversy 
by the Bishop of St. David’s. He 
has discharged the task, which he un- 
dertook, with good effect; and if the 
due exposure of misrepresentation 
and calumny can prevent the rcpeti- 
tion of such evils, the pubhc will be 
much indebted to his lordship ;—-and 
Mr. Beisham himself will surely not 
be the last to acknowledve the obli- 
gation; for in the present state of 
things, he must feel that we can re- 
pose littic trust in his statements, 
and that we cannot avoid being of- 
fended by his manner. If he wrote 
in a different spirit, and with a de- 
termined regard for the interests of 
truth, rather than that of party, he 
would be heard at least with civility, 
and even with respect. Whatever 
might become of his argument, the 
cause of charity would not suffer; 
and his antagonists would give him 
no worse Character than that of a well- 
meaning Man, whose unhappy preju- 
dices were in a great measure re- 
deemed by the gentleness of his dis- 
position and the courtesy of his 
manners. 

In this article we have confined 
ourselves to the question at Issue be- 
tween Dr. Horsley and Dr. Priestley. 





Aug, 
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“ 1s out are to CxramMine Mr 
Belsham’s * Calm Inquiry,” at some 
. | € 
future day, on more generat £Tounds 


A familiar Naxposition and Af hlicarion 
of the Lpistle of St. Paul to the 
Colossians. im a course of Light 
Sermons, including an Laaminge 
dion of the general Nature and Use 
of the Lipesiles of the New fe8.as 
ment. Lo which are subjoined. tyyy 
Sermons on Parts of the j Lampile 
of St. Paul. by ‘Tomas (15. 
Bonne, M. A. London: Caiic| 
and Davies, 1816. 12me, pp. 194, 


Trew, probably, will read this ariicle 
to whom the name and wriungs of 
Mr. Gisborne are not familiar, |; 
would be supertluous, therefore, to 
enter upon any very detailed exani- 
hation of the present work, beaiing, 
us it does, the clear limpress of the 
same hand which has already contri. 
buted so largely to the instruction 
and edification of the Christian world, 
Tor Mr. Gisborne’s general merus 
as an author, we must refer to our 
preceding volumes, in which those 
merits have been amply discussed, 
There is only one additional remark 
we would now take the liberty of of- 
fering, which has been suegested to 
us by the peculiar circumstances of 
the times la which we live ; and itis 
this, that amid the various and cone 
tradictory errors which prevail around 
us, Mr. Gisborne, without assuming 
the portofa controversialist, has been 
of signal use in discountenancing 
those errors, and in uphoiding the 
cause of vital Christianity. What 
numbers may have yielded their pre- 
judices against spiritual religion to 
the weight of his authority, the force 
of his reasoning, and the mflucnce of 
his practical wisdom; or how many 
may have been preserved from te 
delusions of Antinomianism by 5S 
scriptural exhortations and his point 
ed appeals to the heart, will never 
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perhaps be fully known. We eae 
fess, however, that our own estimate 
of the ood which he has effected 
sn these opposiie directions ts very 
high; nor is it the less so because of 
the noiseless and unobtrusive man- 
ner in which the effect has been 
wrought 

Yne theological writings of Mr. 
Gisborve are ‘remarkable for two 
qu lilies; Which operate very power- 
fuiiy. but almost insensibly, in their 
favour; we mean, moderation and 
good taste. Phey nether alarm by 
their violence, nor offend by their 
evarseness. We meet with no exag- 
cerated statenentiseno angry dis- 
eussions==00 sectarian language — 
Hs general manner is tranquil, cor- 
rect, and diznified ; and yet pointed 
anki powerful. There is a total abe 
sence of what may be called the egri- 
m.ce and cant of religion; its sub- 
stantial beauties, and its awful sanc- 
tions, are exhibited tothe view with- 
ou a yor those injudicious combina- 
tions which disfizure the one or wea- 
kei the other. The impression 
fel: by the preacher he seems intent 
on conveying to bis hearers, in lan- 
gucze, the terms of which all may 
uderstand, and the drift of which 
none can mistake, With such an opi- 
nion of Mr. Gisborne’s merits as a 
writer of sermons, we cannot but 
hail with satisfaction the appearance 
of another volume ; and we embrace 
an early opportunity of introducing 
it to he knowledge of our readers. 

The present volume is chiefly of 
the expository kind. Seven of the 
ten sermons of which it is composed, 
contain a running comment on the 
Whole of St. Paul’s Epistle to the 
Collosians. In eac's sermon a por- 
lion of the Epistle in its order is fa. 
millarly explained. and the exposi- 
tion 1s followed by a few practical in- 
ferences, Tne discourses being In- 
tended for parochial and domestic 
"se, the author has judiciously avoid- 
ed all critical inquiries into the force 
of particular expressions, and all 


claborate discussion of disputed doc- 
trines. He has aimed at conveying, 
in intelligible language, the meaving: 
of the Apostle, and deducing from 
his communications to the church at 
Colosse such lessons of practical pic- 
ty as they are calculated tuo afford to 
Christians of the present day. We 
agree with our author in thinking,that 
it would prove highly useful for mi- 
nisters, in their parochial preaching, 
to enter on a succession of exposi- 
tory discourses on somewhat large 
portions of Scripture. “ A compre- 
hensive view of the word of God; a 
habit of tracing the connection be- 
tween one part of it and another, and 
of discerning and prrsuing a train of 
religious reasoning and inquiry; a 
clear understanding of doctrinal and 
of practical truth ; and a consequent 
steadiness against the seductiveness 
of erroneous opinions, seem more 
likely, under the blessing of God, to 
result fromsuch an intermixture, than 
from an uniform continuity of uncon- 
nected sermons on snort or insulated 
texts.” [It cannot be doubted that a 
plain and taithful exposiuon of the 
Epistles of St. Paul, of that to the 
Ephesians for example, would be 
likely to arm the minas of a congre- 
gation against the fuscinations of er- 
ror, whether of the legal or Antino- 
mian kind. The former would be 
encountered by the distinct exhibi- 
tion of the doctrines of grace: “ By 
grace are ye saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God, not of works lest any man 
should boast :” while the latter would 
be confounded by the force and mi- 
nuteness of the Apostle’s exhorta- 
tions to the subjects of Divine grace, 
and by the awful and affecting sanc- 
tions which are employed to enforce 
such exhortations. It is those who 
had been “dead in sins,’? but were 
now ‘“quickened together with 
Christ,’ whom the Apostle besee- 
ches to “walk worthy of the vocation” 
wherewith they were called. It is 
the yery same persons whom he de- 
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scribes as “predestinated unto the 
acoption ofchilds en,’ whom he warns 
against being deceived by valu words 
lato the Commission of sin, seeing 
that “the wrath of God cometh upon 
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those who have been made ““accept- 
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ae ie —T.t? ’ or pelirye 
1} In tiie be hOVCO, Wid alt Cx ile@ 


€ (} 
ed to put away all bitterness, and 
wrath, and cClamour, and evil sneak- 
ne 3 to be kind one to anothers not 
to be drunk with wine ; to love the: 
wives; to obey theif parents; faith. 
fully to serve thetr masters. | 
Wwe return to Mr Gisborne, and sha 
first give a ers imen or two of the 


style ot his op 4 postions 
@ 


f a } on nfiye 7 ‘ers ’ 
“The Anosiie, having enforced with the 
Taost decisive energy 
versal oblivation of mankind to Christ: for 


fexpression the uni- 


—, blessit) vy present and to come, std. 
deniy brings to the remembrance of the 
Colossians the signal goodness of God in 
having admitted themselves, heathen sin- 
ners as they had been, to anersonal mterest 
tn the free mere:es of redemption. © Ane 

vou, that were some time ahenated ane 


enemies in your cind by wicked works ; 


J 
° 

u who were idolatrous Gentes, ‘aliens 
iol the Commouwealth of Isracil, and 
strangers from the covenants of promise ;? 
you who, through the dominion of wicked. 
press to which you had surrendered yeur 
hearis, were full of hatred against a G d 
of holiwess, and were justiv hatefial in tis 
sigit: yet now * even you hath ie recon. 
ciled,’ even vou hath © hrist brought into a 
state of peace and favour with God, ‘in 
the body of His flesh through death,’ by 
taking upon himself human nature for your 
sake, and suffering for your sake, in the 
body, on the cross, And whs? ‘To pre- 
sent you holy, and unblameabd!le and unre- 
provable mn his sieht ;? that, when he shall 
return to judge the world, he mav look up- 
on you as cleansed from guilt by his blood, 
and may welcome you, as though you had 
mever sinned, into the Mansion prepared 
for his servants, But were the Colossians 
to conclude that, because they were now 
reconciled to God, they were certain of 
being received into happiness after death ? 
St. Paul dihgently guards them against so 
dangerous a mistake, by clearly stating 
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the indispensable condition, on which the 


mheritance of vlory was suspended Whar 
1s the condition? © If ye continue in the 
faith grounded and settle dy, and be not ine 


wed away from the hepe ef the Gospe} 
which ve have heard, and which,’ Sonfen. 
mably to the final command of onr [pa 
* was preached to every creature tndey 
heaven’? [tis only by rooted and S'ecdtase 
continuance mi that evangelical fais 


eee ea cet aot } — Poe i { . 
through which salvation has been offercd 


i" 
to vou as unto every man, a cContinuanee 
to be peeves do by the habitual fruits of nure 

and zealots an dun reserved obedience, tha 
you can be authorized to retain the hone 
set betore vou in the Gospel, that a en 
trance siall be ministered unto youth Iroug he 


—— into the everlasting kingdom of God 
‘This, ! ‘oceeds the Ap: stle, ts the evan 
ga faith, yes the universal Gospel « 


—, 
oy 


salvation, (whereof 1 Paul am made a mi. 
nister;’ where f I am not a self-appointed 
te icher, PVE PUL yo Inte a sacred emre to 


wih a oS 3.. » rim tertia ae Pp 
wich Linave no ttle, de UVeETING a MeSsaye 
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which Lam not commanded to bear, but 
a minester duly commissroned and orday. 
ed: ‘who now rejoice in my sufferings fp 
vou,” having cheerfully endured many fur. 
Iner persecutions, as at this hour | glal'y 
support iMprisonment, in consequence of 
having preached the Gospel to vonrselves 
and other Gentiles © And’l haieere not 
to *fillup that which is behind of the af. 
flictions of Christin my flesh,’ to sustain 
in my own person every portion which may 
yet remain of my fuil share of the tribula- 
tions on account of preaching Christ, which 
his faithful followers, and the Apostes in 
particular, must encounter, after the ex- 
ample of thetr Lord, © for hes body’s sake, 
which isthe church’? Of this church J, 
Paul, Sam made,’ am duty appointed and. 
ordained, a minister, according to the 
dispensation of God which is given to me 
for you, to fulfil the word of Ged’ For 
from God Himself have I received a spe- 
cial commission for your unspeakable beves 
fit—a commission to make known te you 
his whole counsel, to pur blish to you the ful- 
filment of a promise which, though He has 
again and again confirmed it by his prophets, 
has never ‘oni the present day been un- 
derstood ; Seven the mystery which has 
been hid from ages and from genera: 1ONSy 
but now is made manifest to his saints, 
to whom God would make known what 
are the riches of the glory of this Mys- 
tery among the Gentiles. Did the Co- 
lossians inquire what was that mystery: 
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e, rich in glory, that hitherto secret purpose 
af Divine mercy and perace, the accom- 
\shment of which St. Paul was now sent 
t> declare to them ? ‘Fhe mystery, he 
replies, * which’ | unfold ‘is, Christ, i 
y yi. the hope of Glory > D> not you read 
ay the Scriptures of the Old TFestament, that 
si the name of Christ the Gentiles should 
tryst? Looking forward of old to the ine 
eynation of the Son, does not the Father 
thus address Him: 1 wil give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and the ut- 
termost parts & ftheearth for thy possession,’ 
‘frig a light thing that thou shouidest be 
mv servant to reise Up the tribes of Jacob, 
and to restore the preserved of Isracl’ ‘I 
willaiso give thee for a light to the Gentiles, 
hat thou mayest be my salvation unto the 


« 


~e 


whe of the earth’ To you, Colossian 
sentiles, who heretofore were without 
one, and without God in the world, to you 
proclaim ‘he mystery, the feternal purpose 
of Gad purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord ;’ 
a purpose according to which ‘he has pre- 
destinated ns and all the Gentiles to the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ unto 
Himself, to Le fellow-heirs with the Jews, 
and of the same boay, and partakers of His 
promise by Christ in the Gospel’? To you 
I proclaim Christ Jesus, a Ight to lighten 
the Gentiles, the hope and the author of 
giory to you, no less than the glory of Israel, 
the ancient people of God. Salvation, of 
wich ve, O Gentiles of Colosse, sunk in 
idolatry and corruption, never entertained 
2 thoucht ; salvation, of which the Jews, 
wrapped up in prejudice and arrogance, 
ndured not to think that any nation except 
their own shouid be a partaker: salvation I 
announce and offer to you as purchased by 
the blood of the Son of God. * Whom we 
preach’ as the only source of salvation, the 
enly refuge of sinners, * warning every man, 
and teaching every man in all wisdom,’ 
pressing upon every man the genuine doc- 
trines of redemption, and practically apply- 
ing them to the heart of each individual in 
the manner which his situation particularly 
requires; ‘that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus :’ that, so far as our 
ministry can avail, we may contribute to 
place and to uphold in the way of life every 
eae committed to our care, and to stand 
we if any man finally perish, of his blood. 
hy iereunto [ also labour,’ concludes the 
/ postle ; unto which glorious end I exert 
myself with unabating earnestness; notin 


Christ. Obsery. No, 176. 
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dependence on strength of my own, but 
‘striving according to his working,’ but re- 
ying wholly on the arm of that Omorpotent 
Lord, § who worketh in me mightuly’ both 
to will and to dv, and can render, by His 
all sufficient grace, the weakest instrument 
successiul.” pp. 54—60. 


Again—= 


“¢ As ye have therefore received Christ 
Jesus tie Lord, so walk ye in him; rooted 
and built up in him, and stablished in the 
faith as ye have been taught, abounding 
therein with thanksgiving’ As ye have 
publicly avowed that there is no salvation 
but in the Lord Jesus Christ, and to that 
Saviour have comnutted your souls; contt- 
nue to hold fast the Gospel of life eternal 
through Him, and to manifest by your daily 
conduct that your minds are not corrupted 
from the simplicity which is in Christ. 
Give proof, by growing in grace, that vou 
progressively become more deeply ground. 
ed, more fitmiy settled, in the faith as 
originally delivered to you and to all the 
saints; more advanced in Christian edifica- 
tion; more abundantly filled with gratitude 
for the unmerited and unspeakable mercies 
ofredemption. Many deceivers are abroad, 
beguiling unstable souls. Stand therefore 
constantly on your guard : aud * beware lest 


any man spoil vou,’ taint the soundness of 


vour faith, and thus rob you of your prepar- 
ed reward, * by plulosophy and vain deceit ;? 
by ensnaring you to give heed to subtle spe- 
culations, to delusive reasonings against 
evangelical truth, to pretended doctrines 
and unauthorised commardments. These 
delusions are framed ‘after the tradition of 
men: they are invented by humas teachers, 
and handed down from one blind leader of 
the blind to another. They are ‘ after the 
rudiments of this world? carnal imacina- 
tions, extolled by the world as curious and 
sublime and salutary wisdom ; but in reality 
despicable us dreams of presumptuous folly, 
and to be held in abomination as “not after 
Christ,’ as radically inconsistent with his 
word, and subversive of dependence upon 


bim. Weil may vou beware of being in any 


point estranged from exclusive reliance on 
this appointed Saviour,and from scrupulous 
submission to his laws: * for in him dwelleth 
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily * Ob. 
scured as his glories may have been under 
the veil of human nature, He is God man? 
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fest in the flesh ; God over all, blessed for 
ever; One with ‘his Father in majesty, in 
every perfection, in every Divine operation. 
* And ye are complete in Him, which is the 
head of all principality and power’ In this 
Aimighty Deliverer you have complete re- 
demption. Think not that besides bis 
atonement and grace, and the means which 
He has ordained to render you partakers of 
those blessings, any thing canbe either need- 
ful or available to your salvation. Think 
not that the very angels of God, to whom I 
Know that deceivers, already insinuating 
themselves among you, counsel you to look 
with superstitious regard, and even to ad- 
dress idolatrous advration; think not that 
the very angels can of themselves contribute 
the smallest aid to the saving of your souls. 
For to Christ all the princ:palities and pa - 
ers of heaven are subject: by his will, a 
ministering spirits, they are im every cir- 
cumstance directed and controlled. ¢In 
whom!’ also, in which all-sufficient and om- 
mipotent Redeemer, * ye are circumcised 
with the circumcision made without hands, 
in putting off the body of the sins of the 
flesh by the circumcision of Christ’? You 
are admitted into covenant with God, and 
established in his favour, not by the ceremo- 
ny of Jewish circumcision, but by the true 
circumcision of the heart, in the spirit and 
not in the letter; by that complete change 
of heart wrought ‘through the power of 
Christ, and purchased for you by the meri- 
torious obedience of your Lord to every 
point of the law of God; that sanctification 
of which the outward ordinance of circum- 
cision wasatype and anemblem. * Buried 
with Him in baptism, wherein also ye are 
risen with Him through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from 
the dead.’ In baptism, that truly significant 
institution, now appointed in the place of 
eircumcision to be the method of admission 
into the church of Christ, you figuratively 
express a cordial desire to be cleansed from 
all spiritual deflement; you pledge your- 
selves to die through grace unto sin, in con- 
formity to the purposes of the death of your 
Lord ; and to rise in newness of life unto 
universal holiness, as He rose from the dead 
for the glorious accomplishmentof the entire 
will of his Father. And for this figurative 
birth to newness of life, this practical re- 
surrection from sin unto ‘righteousness, you 
crust not to any strength of your own; but 


to the energy of that Divine Power, 4, 
which the Son of God was raised from, the 
grave. You trust that, through the me, 
of Christ, the same Almighty. Arm, wh 
rescued him from the fetters of the, 
will break the chains of sin with which, : 
are bound; will set vou free from the g 
Minion of Satan; will preserve JOu fro; 
returning again into bondage to the fis 7 
will enable you to live as a new man to; ; 
service and praise of the Father, the Sui, 
and the Holy Ghost.” pp. 73—77. 


We add the practical inference 
which Mr. Gisborne decuces froy 
the passage last explained :— 


Ng 


nen 


“Turn your thoughts, in conclusion, 
the real proof of religion, obedience failed 
upon faith. It was not circumeision 1), 
madetheJew. Itis not baptism that makes 
the Christian. It was the grace accony 
nying and succeeding cicumeison tit 
made the Jew. Itisthe grace accompary. 
ing and succeeding baptism that makestie 
Christian. Still, if a Jew neglected t! 
dinance of circumcision, that Man wWasto be 
put to death. Lf any one of us neglects tle 
sacrament of baptism, he presumptursiy 
disobeys the positive commandment of Je. 
sus Christ. The ceremony must be fit. 
fully performed ; for it is the appoint ent 
of the Son of God) The sign must be fuithe 
fully received ; for it is a mean to the atta 
ment of the thing s'gnified.  Burithe, who 
disregards an outward observance ordaiied 
by Christ, disregards it to the peril of lis 
soul; inwhat per] is that man who rests on 
the outward ordinance, and falls short of tie 
spiritual grace? If wilfully to neglect te 
emblematic washing of water be presim 
tuous guilt ; how dreadful i is the guill at 

‘putting off the bedy of the sins of the fesh’ 
of living pometed, unhallowed, unrenew'e" ; 


unsanctified? To what purp:se is !¢ 


multitude of your sacrifices to Me, saith 
the Most Hich to the Jews by the mout 1 of 
Isaiah? * Bring no more vain oblations 
Incense is an abomination to Me = Thenew 
moons and sabbaths, the calling of sssem- 
blies. I cannot aw ay W ith. Your new moons 
and your appointed feasts My Soul hate he 
Yet these offerings, this incense, this obser 
vance of the Sabbath. these religious asse™ 
blies on the day of the new moon, and at 


other apnainted seasons were expressly 
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‘ned by God himself. Why then, when 
they we e punctuatly perfor ‘med, did He 
atytar the nd Because they were not ac- 
‘ “name ad with a change ‘of heart, with 
hy :5 of life % the w orshippe rs.. ‘To ate 
‘a f vith ree ud: any on the service of the 
_ ch. ta be constant at the supper of the 
Tord, to be paunctud we in private prayer, to be 
di egtin reading the Serptures ; these are 
it “thea huis most clearly en i penton a 
cee disciple of Jesus Clirist. Suppose 
ais ail ta have been scrupulously dis- 
charged; have they been acce plable to God? 
remained unconverted, they 
have all been odious in his sight. § Think 
not? sau John the Baptist to the Jews, 
etiink not to say within yourse Ives, We 
have Abr aham for our father 2 We shall 
be saved by the privileges which belong to 
us as dese: nded from the father of the 
faihfal. ‘Tsay un'o you, that God is able 
of these stones, Which you are trampling 
under your fe et. ‘to raise up chiidren unto 
Abraham; to bring from the darkest and 
most de spise | regions of the Gentiles true 
children of J Abraham, imitating Abraham’s 
faith, and ike Abraham testifying their 
fath by obedience. However scrupulous, 
my brethren, may have been your attention 
to all the forms of religion : however great 
may have been the re ligious adv antages 
which in this favoured land you have enjoy- 
ed: vet, if your life be a life of sin, you will 
behold at the day of judgment multitudes 
from the most degr aded corners of the 
earth welcomed into the kingdom of God, 
while you are yourselves cast into hell, 
* Wash vou, make you clean, put away the 
evil of your doings; cease to do evil, learn 
todo weil”) They that love the world shall 
perish with the world. If you live bke the 
men of this world, with the men of this 


world, you will perish.” pp. 79—82. 


, 
oras 


tf th peart has 


We will confine ourselves to one 
more extract from these expository 
sermons. Itis the practical applica- 
tion which Mr Gisborne makes, at 


the close of the Sixth Sermon, of Co- 
los. ili. lam 17, 


as Among the circumstances which display 


the unwi ‘lingness of our hearts to receive 
the lessons of Divine truth, there are few 


more striking than the difference between 
me Manner in which men speak of sin, and 
+ a 

natin which the Scriptures characterise it. 


Take, for an example, covetousness. In 
many cases, covetousness, or the sin under 
another name, is among men the subject of 
oraise. Observe a person intent on acquir. 
ing money; toiling late and early in the 
business of his station for that object; 
eaverly secking, and never neglecting op- 
portunities of effecting a profitable bargain ; 
continually revolving in his mind plans for 
the improvement of his property ; and for 


the same purpose watching every arucle of 


his expenses, and by saving, as well as by 
gaining, babitually pressing forward his fa- 
vourite design, and manifestly having bis 
heart fully fixed uponit. If this man pur- 
sues his course silently, keeps clear of pal- 
pable dishonesty, is careful to avoid noto- 
rious shabbiness, and causes little offence 
by other parts of his character, you hear 
the world commending him. His darhog 
sin takes the colour ofa virtue. He is up- 
plauded as a man of prudence, of frugality, 
of diligence, of perseverance, of understand- 
ing in his business. How speaks the Scrip- 
ture of this man? Jt declares, that he is 
the slave of sin; that his ruling principle is 
‘covetousness, for which thing’s sake the 


wrath of God c»meth upon the children of 


disobedience ;’? for which thing’s sake, un- 
less before his death he be changed into a 
new man, the wrath of God shall rest upon 
him through all eternity. Again; suppose 
another person’s covetousness to be so gross 
and offensive, that the world agrees in 
blaming it ;—in what manner and on what 
grounds do men generally blame it?) They 
commonly censure it as injurious to his 
reputation, or to his comfort, or to the 
comfort and the benefit of others. They 
pronounce it mean, pitiful, disgraceful, in- 
famous. ‘* What a wretch,’ they exclaim, 
‘not to have the spirit to enjoy the wealth 
which he possesses! What a miser, to 
wear such Coarse apparel, when he might 
command elegance of dress: to live in so 
old and inconvenient a house, when he 
might build a new and spacious mansion 
without feeling himself the poorer : to mope 
in solitude, when he has every fashionable 
amusement within his reach : to spend only 
such a sum within the year, when he can 
atford to disburse three times the amount ! 
His family too?—they add—* how does he 
pinch them! Articles of indulgence are 
out of the question. [t is well if his house- 
hold ca obtain necessaries, Then as to 


his neighbours— With such power of doing 
good he scarcely ever gives away a farthing. 
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And as to his country, he contrivestoescape various temptations, to which I am nero 
almost every public burden: and his trea- Known to yreld? What a contrast betwee, 
sures, closely locked up from circulation, this language and the voice of Scripture: 
are of as little advantage to the community According to the word of Gad, sin ys - 
as they could be were they sunk in the enemy with whom you are to emer int 
ocean.’ Is it under these views, however no terms, to hold no partey; an enemr: 
just some cf them may be; is it by these whom you are to cdletest and to destroy Ail 
pariiculars, sintul as some of them are; that his baits you are to reject; all his Wiles voy 
the Scriptures mainly teach you to abhor aretoresist. Under all his forms, throucy, 
covetousness ? What is their languape ? out all his movements, in all his attemprs 
Covetousness is idolatry, ‘They point at to make a progress in your bosom, or to re. 
once to the real sinfulness of sin; the breach tain possession of any corner cf your heart 
of God’s commandment, the opposition to you are bubditually to mortify him, toe, 
the wili and the authority of Gud ; the love counter him with resolute opposition, t 
of a worldly object ih preference to God — pursue him as an outlawed rebel unto deg: 
Herein consists the heinousness of covetous- Do you merti/y sin, if you knowingly eu. 
ness; that it robs the Lord our God of lis) mit’ wickedness? Are you a soldier 
dominion ever our hearts, makes us wor. Christ Jesus, if with open eves you comp); 
suippers of money, Makes us idoiaters ke with the will of Satan, his adversary ? 7 
1e heathe 
the heathen. * Farther; Observe how amiable, hoy 
conducive to present happiness, 1s religinn 
What are the desires and practices which jt 
calls upon you to renounce? St Pay 
produces as imstances, impurity in all jis 
branches, selishness and rapacity, anger 
and resentment and revenge, slanderous and 
corrupt discourse, together with every mo. 
dification of fulsehood and deceit. Ate not 
these proceedings in themselves odious? 
Does not each of them, in proportion as it 
eprevails, render a character justly odious! 
Does not cach of them breed unhappiness! 
Are not they among the principal causes 
which overspread the earth with misery! 
Are not they underminers of health, oi 
comfort, of peace, of property, of security! 
Turn your eyes to the examples by which 
the Apostle illustrates a Christian spirit: 
mercy, kindness, humility, meekness, pa- 
tience, forbearance, forgiveness, Is not this 
a picture of qualities entitled by their very 
nature to your affectionate approbation; of 
quilities tendering the person distinguished 
by them highly amiable; and manitestly, 
and as it were purposely, suited to produce 
hapniness, public and private, and to difluse 
it through every rank of society? 


‘¢ Tn the next place, we are instructed in 
the ditference between the way in which 
nen are accustomed to fight agamst sin, and 
that in which the Seriptures require it to be 
withstood, Men, who profess themselves 
resclved tu oppose sin, often seem to look 
upon itas an enemy indeed who must net 
be allowed to gain continual and great suc- 
cesses over them; yet as an opponent for 
whom they are conscious of a lurking re- 
gard, as one who may safely be permitted 
to win occasional advantages, and even con- 
siderable advantages of particular kinds. 
How frequently do we hear language, or 
witness conduct which speaks language, 
such as the following: *1 abstain from 
transeression as carefully as is to be ex- 
pected from my present time of life. I 
contend against evil as steadily as my sta- 
tion and my profcssion allow. If 1 give 
eround, it is only under special circumstan- 
ces; aid not more frequently, nor to a 
ereater extent, than the most respectable of 
my neighbours. Ifsometimes I take undue 
advantage in my dealings ; it is Only within 
the custom of trade. If 1 transact some 
business on the Sabbath; it is out of the 
hours of Divineservice, and only because my * Finally, my brethren, let the practical 
interest would suffer if L were more scrupu- reflections which have been offered incline 
lous than others are. If sometimes offend you to pray and to labour that the word 0! 
against sobriety; 11s only ataseason ofpub- Christ may dwellin you richly in all wisdom. 
bic festivity, or when I have cheerfulfriends Judge of the guilt of sin by the language in 
arvund me. ifthere are particular trespas- which the Scriptures describe sin. 4 hei 
ges in which 2 more commonly indulge, 1 verdictis the verdict of God. Fight against 
have no reason to be alarmed: they are sin inthe manner, and to the extent which 
not sing of a dark dye; and Ican mention the Scriptures pronounce to be indispet 
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aabie to salvation. The faithfulness and 
the exertions which they require, God fe. 
aires. Believe universally, that whatever 
the Scriptures approve 1s necessarily wor- 
of your love, and instrumental to your 
ness ; that whatever they condemn 's 
hateful and productive of mi- 
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‘yn its nature 
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god, Walk thus with God through Christ, 
} ae 
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Mr. Gisborne bas jucictously pre 

Seed to bis expository 
eerpmie) “on the weneral Nature anc 
= : ® a) . ‘ , ‘s 7 a te) " 
iise of the Episcles of the New Tes- 
tament.’ This was the more neccs- 
sary, stuce even fearned ductors of dl- 
vintty have of late presumed to cucs- 
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tion the propriety of our continuing 
to circulate these wriungs among 
the mass of ordinary readers, It ts 
ihe opinion of a divine no less emi. 
nent than Dr. Maltby, that the Epis- 
tles were not even * designed,’ be- 
cause, he adds, “they are evidently 
not calculated, for general diffusion.” 
“There are,’ he admits, indeed, 
“parts in the Epistles wholly practi. 
cal and of great general use 5 but 
perhaps none difering in substance 
either from the moral maxims of the 
Proverbs, or trom the lessons so beau. 
fully and energeticaliy delivered by 
eur Saviour himscll.’’* On this 
vyround he would exclude from the 
use of al] but the learned, the whole 
of the epistolary part of the New 
Testament, excepting 1 Timothy, 
Titus, Philemon, 1 Peter, 1 John, 
and James, ‘Lhe general objection 
of Dr. Multby’s school to the use of 
the Epistles Is thus stated, and thus 
ably and satisfactorily answered, by 
our author :— 


_ “The first of these erroneous opinions 
I$, that the Epistles are to be regarded as 
relating mamly to circumstances, tenets, 
doubts, and controversies, in their mature 





* See our volume for 1812, p. 718, fora 
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Iocal and temporary; and that, in conse- 
quence, these writings, however useful and 
necessary in the season in which they were 
promulgated and during a short period af- 
terwards, contain little that is important to 
the fuith or to the practice of the Christian 
Church in later times, particularly in the 
present eva, so remote from the apostolic 
“oe. 

** How stands this opinion as to consis- 
tency with raticnal probability ? Here are 
various Apostles, fully instructed and in- 
spired by the Holy Ghost, who at different 
times, during the course of not less than 
tweniy years, occupy themselves in delibe- 
rately addressing public letters, many o¢ 
them considerable in point of length, to 
the Christian world: letters addressed, 
some primarily to Jewish converts, some 
to churches consisting chiefly of Gentile 
disciples; addressed severally to bodies 
of Cliristians of diferent nations, and situ- 
ated in regions widely separated or belong. 
ing to distinct quarters of the globe; ad- 
dressed, one Epistle to the Christians of 
Rome, another to those of Ephesus, others 
to the Macedonians of Philippi or of Thes- 
salonica, another to the believers in Pontus, 
Galatia, Asia, Cappadocia, and Bithynia ; 
another to the twelve tribes of Israel scat- 
tered over the face of the earth ‘hese 
Epistles, too, embrace, as is manifest on 
the most cursory inspection, discussions 
on HumMecrous topics appertaining to Chiris- 
tantly; and evidently come into continual 
contact (I forbear from speaking more 
strongly ni the present stage of the argu- 
ment) with the peculiar and the highest 
subjects of Christian belief and of Christian 
duty. Is it consistent with rational proba- 
bility, is it consistent with the lowest de. 
gree of actual probability, that a collection 
of such Epistles, that any one of such Enis. 
tles, should dwell on litte beyond allusions 
to local and temporary concerus; should 
be slenderly furnished with matter emi- 
nently important to the faith and to the 
practice of every follower of Christ in this 
our day ; of every follower of Christ here- 
after to be found in any future generation 
of mankind ? 


“From the question of probability we 
advance to the question of fact. Take the 
Apostolical Episties no longer for cursory 
inspecticn, but for detailed examination — 
Subduct from the Epistle to the Corinthi- 
ans the portions which relate to the pro- 
priety or the impropriety of partaking of 


meats which had been offered to Idols.— 
Suhbbuct fram the Enicties ta the Romans 
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and the Galatians every portion which in 
reality refers exclusively to the ceremonial 
Jaw. Subduct from the Enistle to Titus 
every uliusion to the established character 
of the Cretans. Withdraw from every 
Epistle every verse, of which justly, or but 
with decent plausibility, vou can aflirm that 
it treats solely of concerns and imierests 
attached to the first ages of the Christian 
Church Observe, as to quantity, what a 
mass remains upon vour hands ; a mass of 
wineh you are totally at a loss how to dis- 


pose | Observe what potent sanctions, what 
grand iliastrations, this mass contains of 


a 


very Component part of Christian behef, 
vision of moral duty. What 
models 6 ve to your Redeemer; what 
exhortations to holiness; what denuncia- 
tions against sin; what heavenly minded 
affections; what examples of a life accord. 
ing to godimess! Lake the Epistle by far 
the most abundant in discussives appro- 
priate to primitive tomes, the Ikpistie to 
the Hebrews Yet where shail we disco- 
ver more conclusive avowals, more Macni- 
ficent developments, of the eternal exis- 
teace, the perfect Godhead, the all-suffi- 
cient atoncmcnt, the oamipotent and ever 
present protection, the unbounded and im- 
mutable love of our Lord; and of the in- 
dispensable and universally offered sancti- 
fication of the Holy Spirit, through [im 
*who by the grace of God tasted death tor 
every man: or more energetic cxemphfi- 
cations of the necessity and the efficacy of 
stedfust faith in God, faith proved by holy 
obedience ? Are all these things topics 
merely of local and transitory moment ?— 
Are they topics interesting only to the in- 
fancy of the Christian church? Are they 
topics of little importance to the faith and 
to the practice of modern Christians ? Are 
they topics cf little importance to your 
faith, to your practice ? 
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“But farther. Every part of every Epis 
tle rests not on particular, but on general 
principles; on principles universally and 
equally applicable to every clime, to every 
age, toevery individual. God is unchangea- 
bly the same. So in its essence shal] sin 
be while it subsists § Your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,’ at 
the present moment no less sedulously than 
inthe days of the Apostles, ‘seeking whom 
he may devour’? Human nature is still the 
Same. lf Saint Paul truly said of himself, 
*I know that in me,that is in my flesh, dwel- 
teth no good thing; I Jahoured, yet not I, 
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but the grace of God that was with me: 
is the nature of him who ts transeribine e 
of him who is reading, the declaration 
better than that of the Apostle? Those 
portions of any Epistle which discuss Jy. 
daical prejudices, or ensnaring tenets of 
Gentile philosophy, or any other poin: of 
local and temporary influence, bear the 
mind at ence, and are designed at once to 
bear it, to sources of strength and righ, 
teausness, of temptation and sin, in Dro. 
found and habitual attention to whieh your 
salvation is not less involved than was that 
of the primitive Christians Nay, even 
whide you may be looking back with cop. 
tempt on the doubts and the errors Wihich 
harassed the consciences of many among 
the early converts to the Gospel; thuse 
portions are placing before you, inthe Way 
of instruction and of warping, ancient forms 
of spiritual danger, Sometimes similar, al. 
Ways analogous, co trials by which you may 
be at this hour beset: and examples of 
tenderness of conscience, Cf scriptural rea. 
soning, OF plous prudeuce and discitmina. 
tion to which, if, through the grace of 
God, you would be enabled to act aright 
under the trials, you must Owe vour sate. 
ty The urgent admonitions of Saint Paul 
té the Colossians against the idolatry of 
worshipping angels, spec fically stigmatize 

that will-worship, that assumed shew of 
‘voluntary humility, intrudimg into things 

unseen, vainly putled up by a fleshly mind; 

through which the same idolatry darkens 

at this day every part of the globe where 

the Roman or the Greek Church is estab 

lished The vehement earnestness of lis 

expostulations against reliance on cerems 

mal observances, cautions you against rest- 
ing in the outward ordinances of the Gos- 

pel, instead of labouring to fee] and to ma. 

nifest its power. His ‘ules and distinctions 

as to the participation of meats offered to 

idols, instruct vou to regulate on every oc- 

casion the use of your Christian liberty, 
both by a prospective view to the good of 
your own soul, and by a brotuerly sympa 
thy for the edification of your neighbour: 
and will powerfully assist every man, 10's 
solicit.us ‘to keep himself unspotted from 
the world,’ in app eciating his ecruples as to 
joming in questionable pursuits and amuse- 
ments, which may be the modern idols o! 
many around him. 


“ Still farther; there are various po" 
tions of the Epistles, the main relation ® 
eta ; a 
which is incontrovertibly to our own times, 
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and to times yet to arrive : those portions, 
namely, which are predictive. | Of this de- 
geription are the Epistle of Saint Jude; a 
nart of the Second Lpistle of Saint Peter ; 
of saint Paul’s Second Epistle to the | hes- 
Sul als, and of both his Episties to Timo- 
thy; and of the Epistles of Saint John. It 
is needless to name other passages, or to 
enlarge on those prophecies which have 
becn specified Who will deny them és 
pertain to the faith and the practice of the 


b _ 
present age ” pp. 7—I13. 


Mr. Gisborne then proceeds to 
examine and confute the opposite er- 
yor of those who regard the Epistles 
(as communications of religious doc- 
trines not disclosed before ; us dis- 
playing the perfection of a system of 
which merely the rude elements bad 
been indicated in the writings of the 
four Evangelists.” He shews such 
a view of the subject to be Incunsis- 
tent both wit probability and with 
fact; and he calis on those who main. 
tain it to state what Is the new artl- 
cle of faith revealed in the Epistles 
which had not been previously re- 
cornized in the Gospels, or in th 
writings of the Old Testament. Is 
it the doctrine of * the unity of God ;” 
or “of the unton of three persons In 
one Godhead‘ Is it “the agency of 
our Lord in creating the universe ;”’ 
“the propitiatory sacrifice of our Sas 
viour ;” “the universality of the of- 
fer of redemption ;’? “ our Lord’s 
exallation in his human nature to 
elory ;” “the corruption of human 
nature ;” “the necessity of the en- 
tire renewal of the heart by the Holy 
Spirit ;” justification by faith in the 
blood of Christ ;”? “ the resurrection 
of the dead, the final judzment, the 
glory of heaven, the damnation of 
hell’ All these great and funda- 
mental verities Mr. Gisborne shews 
to have been clearly cnounced in the 
Preceding Scriptures of the Old or 
New Testament. And even the pe- 
Cullarities of Calvinism, which he 
professes that he cannot himself dis. 
“over in any part of the sacred vo- 
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lume, are deduced, by those who 
hold them, not from the Epistles 
alone, but from the Old Testament, 
and from the writings of the Evan- 
velists. 


‘© The post then,” he concludes, * which 
the Epistles occupy im the sacred de; osi- 
tory of revelation, is not that of coma uni- 
cations of new doctrines. They fill their 
station as additional records, as inspired 
corroperations, as argumentative concen. 
trations, as instructive expositions, of truths 
already revealed, of commandments already 
promulgated. In some few instances a new 
circumstance, collateral to an esiablished 
doctrine, is added: as when Saint Paul, in 
applying to the consolation of the ‘Thessa- 
lonians the fature resurrection of their de- 
parted friends,subjoins the intelligence that 
the dead tn Christ shall rise first to meet 
the Lord inthe air before the generation 
alive at the coming of cur Saviour shall exe 
change mortal life for immortality. In che 
explication of moral precepts, the Epistles 
frequently enter into large and highly be- 
neficial details, And as one of their prin- 
cipal objects at the time of their publica- 
tion was to settle controversial dissensi: ns, 
to refute heresies, and to expose perver- 
sions of scriptural truth, they in conse. 
quence abound in discussions illustrating 
the nature and the scope of sound doctrine ; 
and guarding it against the false and mis- 
chievous interpretations of the ignorant, of 
the subtle, of the unholy. 


“Ifthe Most High, my brethren, who 
in ancient times spake unto the fathers by 
the prophets, has in the latter days spoken 
unto us by his Son: if by narrative and by 
commandments, by psalms and by prophe- 
cies, by gospels and by epistles, He has 
revealed to us His will, provid) d for oue 
spiritual necessities, opened to us the way 
of salvation: let us devoutly reverence His 
holy word ; for ‘all Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God’ As *he who offends 
against one point of the law is guilty ofall,’ 
is guilty of setting at defiance the authority 
of the whole law, and of the Lawgiver ; for 
God who delivered one of the command- 
ments delivered all: he who rejects one 
portion of Scripture rejects all; for < all 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God’ 
is the warning at the close of the Apoca- 
Ivpse without application to the rest of the 
Scriptures? ‘1° any man shall add unte 
these things, God shali add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book, And 
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if any man shail take away from the words 
of the book of this propheey, God shall 
take away his part out of the Book of Life? 
4While one son of presumption, little under- 
standing the fall import of the chapters 
which | he deigns to r ceive , exc laims, ‘My 
religion ts the Sermon onthe Mount: there 
E have moralit without mysteries, and I 
trouble not my self farther 2 while another, 
so escape the resistless force of particu lar 
parts of the Epistles, labours to cage Y- 


ber himselt cee ne whole: while various: 


men of piety may misconceive their import, 
end seek to find in them new coctrines 
which they do not convey - be it our un- 
eeasing care, under the erace of God, 

veleome every part of the Scriptures with 


faith, to interpret every part with Under. 
standing, to follow every part witi 


aie ih Obe. 
dience.” pp. 23—25. 


Two Sermons remain to be notic, 
ed *on Parts of the Example of st 
Paul ;’’ but it will be only necessq; 
to say of them, that they are of 1 the 
same general stamp with the Othe) 
Ciscourses of this excellent write, 
and able minister of Jesus Chris, — 
We recommend them, and inde& 
ti 1c volume at laree, without qu alifi. 
cation cr reserve, to the attention of 

our readers. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 
in the press :—Observations on the alle 
of Baby! lon, as rece ntly visited and descri! 
ed, by €. J. Rich, Esq. Resident at Ba ath 
by the R ey. T. Maurice, Author of [vs 
Antian ities :—A Catechism on the Social 

lights and Duties of Young Britons, by 
the Rev. S. Barrow ;— The amen Com. 
panion in two small volumes, by Mr. Satis- 
bury s— Annotations on the Epistles of the 
Apostles, by the Rev. I. Slade, M.A. ;— 

Travels i in Brazil, by Mr. H Koster ;--An- 
wale of the Fine Arts, No 1, to be continu- 
ed quarterly ;—Mr. S. Mason’s second vo- 
“ume of the Statistical Survey of Treland. 

Preparing for publication :--Travels from 
Calentta along the Banks of the Tigris 
and Euphrates to Babylon, including obser- 
vations during a residence of three weeks 
ninong its ruins, by Captain A Lockett of 
ghe East-India Company’ s Service, Author 
of a Commentary on Arabic Syntax, and 
Secretary to the Council of the College of 
Fort William, with plates ;—and A Histo- 
ry of Nepai. 

A new steam vessel of 110 tons, has 
Jately been tried on the Thames; going 
from Blackfriers Bridge to Battersea 
Bridge in 50 minutes, and back to London 
Bridge in 52. A steam vessel now works 
daily between London and Twickenham, 
and two between London and Margate, all 
at fixed hours, without regard to wind or 

ticle. 


fe, 


The Report of the National Vaccine 
Establishment for 1816 states, that in the 
last year the surgeons of the establishment 
naa vaccinated 6,981 persons, and distri. 
buted § 92,021 chs Arees of ly mph by which 
42,667 per: sons have be en vaccinated ; that 
> blessing of vaccination bas been ex. 

ended to Hayti, where King Henry Chrs- 
ca had put it into immediate use; and 
that means have been devised for preserv. 
ing the | iy mph ina fluid state, by which, it 
is hoped, it may be rendered efficient in 
any climate and for any space of time— 
They add, “that in consequence of the 

lecisive measures adopted in Russia, Swe. 
den, Germany, France, and Italy, the smali 
pox has become a very rare disease in 
those countries ; and that. by like as 
it is no longer known in Ceylon and at the 
Cape of Gond Hope. It is a source of 
sincere rerret to us, that it should not be 
equaliy so in this kingdom ; and stili more 
$0, as this is not attributable to the casual 
occurrences of that disease ; but, we be- 
lieve, entirely to the practice of inocula: 
tion, which seems to be adhered to on in 
terested or mistaken motives. In Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow, and Norwich, innoculation 
is disused ; ; yong in consequence, the small 
pox is scarcely known. In the country about 
Aberystwith in Wales. and Bawtry in York- 
shire, it has entirely disappeared. The re- 
verse is found unhappily to be the case i" 
Portsmouth, Bristel, and London, In the 
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wonolig atone, the mortality by siall 
‘ay be cstimated ata thousa «1 annual- 
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f haps, throughot tihe United Kingdom, 
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With greatactivity. Sinee 18046, three hun- 
dred men have been labour sng at removing ; 
the ear th, &e. in order to eet at the raj 


z © 
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before that time the number employed was 
scarcely more than a dozen A portion of 
the marble ee Hes and Deums Which have 


been recovered, Gave been carried tothe 
mili ry of the 12634 “af remgers and arhers 
tothe \Veademyv of Arts as pec ts of study 
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sermonson Meraland Religroussuby: ets; 
cal pred for the Use ot & amilies, a> We it us 
fi rire Pulpit iUs 6. 

Sermons, partictanly o idvessedt) Your ay ba 
W omenin the H wher Was ks of Lite; by a 
ady, Authorof Sermoas on the Dutces of 
ddren, Ke 12m 4s 
A Sermon, occasioned by the Death of 
the Rev. William Goode, M A late Rector 
St. Aedrew bv the Wardrobe, and St 

Mackfriars : preached at the Church 

ithe above Parishes 6, on Sunday mor Vie, 
April 26 1816; by Daniel Wilson, M.A. 
Mieusterofst J hi’s Chapel, Bedtord-row, 
and Chaplain to the Reght Hon, Lord Gal- 
45 a} 1, 61, 

On the Truth of the G. ‘spel; by J Du 


. : 9 
voOisia 4agih) is 


Un the Prinity ; by J. Oxlee. Vol. L. 8vo. 


Vv 2) c "h ne "34% hd 1} 
visitation Sermon ; by R. Smalipare. 4to. 
45. 


Che H: ist wy of an Old Pocket Bi! hle, ag 
revated by itself; by the Rev KR. Cox, A.M. 
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Bieniam, Bodfordshive. Bea, 
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The Biograniical Dictionary. Vol, 
X¥VEI; bv Aiex Chalmers. [2s 
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J Fiatcbat is Catale wzwue of DIS B oks, 
both Ancient sad Modern; includine His- 
tory. Law, Divinity, Miscelanies, &e. Qs. 
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and Northumberland: by J. H. H Holmes 
Esy. FAS 10. 6d 

Smenufie Swiemmis os hy J Frost. 8s 

History of the Buccaniers of America; by 
W Burney. Rovai 4to IZ Is 61 . 

Memours cf the Ionian Islands; by Gene- 
ral Guillamme de Vaucdoneourt ; translated 
by W. Walton, Esq 155. 

Supp! ment to the Enevelopedia Britan. 
nica, ponted in 4to with twenty-two 
Pires Vat Par IL 1d 5s. 

Ory: ession and Persecution : ; ora Narra- 
tive, & ; by J aan Lancaster Js 6d, 

Thoughis oa the Poor Laws, and on the 
Improvement of the Condition and Morals 
of the Poor; by the Author of the History 
of ths House of Romanof, the Orphans, &c. 
&e Is 6d 

P c'uresque Rides and Walks, with Ex- 
Cursions by Water, thirty miles round the 
Brush Metropolis; Wustrated ina Series 
of coloured Engiavings : with a topegraphi- 
eal Deseription of the Country within that 
Circte, and an Accou: 4 of the Roy al Palaces 
and Works of Art. I 12m 2s. 6d — 
By 45.—1 be ublished monthiy, 

H story of the Isle of Wieht; by J. En- 
gleficld 2 vols. imp. 4to. 7é. 78.—lar; ge pa- 


per 10/. 10s. 


L mee Bez ties and Kor 


” Pe; f ) ‘ , A iil | Aue 
( } . 4 Partan \ blis \r Vo) 
AKVIL royal Geo. Wiis Ga. 
Die: spee ches * f the Kay iyt FY ny E. } Nund 
Burke, im the Elouse of Commons and in 
We stimuinster -hatt . 4 vols S.o 2k. 1 s 


he History of the Iste of Man, with 

comparative View of the past and present 
State of Secrety and Manners; containing 
also Biographical Anecdotes of em:nent 
Persons connected with that Island ; by H. 
A. Bullock 15s 

History of ‘he Royal Residences, No. I. 
royal 4to, 1/ 1s 

Vovages and Discoveries in the South 
Sea; “hy W. Burney. Vol. LV. royal 4io, 
2/. 10s. 

Tour in Germany; by T James A4to. 
3é. 3S 

A Vovage round the World, from 18U6to 
1812, in which pape. Kkamschatka, the 
Aleutian Is! ands, and the sandwich Is!ands, 
were visted; including a Narrative of th 
Author’s Shipwreck on the Island of San- 
nack, and his su ibsequent Wreck in the 
Ship’s Leng-boat: with an Account of the 
present State of she Sandwich Islands, and 
a Veerbulary of the:r Language; by Archi. 
bald Campbell, With a Chart. Svo. 9s. 


oor wag 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF THE 
BRIGISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SO- 
CIEL Y. 


(Continued from p. 474.) 
II. Asia 


The translation and printing ofthe Scrip- 
tures in the various dialects of the East, are 
proceeding without relaxation The Corres- 
ponding Committee of Calcutta are carrying 
on the various works in hand, and, with the 
Calcutta Bible Society, are making rapid 
advances towards the accomplishment of 
their common object. 


The exertions of the Baptist Missionaries 
are continued These diligent labourers, 1 
addition to their numerous versions of the 
Scriptures, publish grammars and dictiona- 


ries in various languages, which will be of 
inestimable service to Sutuve students. 


The effects produced by the communica- 
tion of the Scriptures to the natives, there is 
reason to hope, may ultimately prove creat 
and permanent. Fhose who hare learned the 
English language , even impe rfectly, i insene 
sibly acquire new sentiments wit! respect 
to the Author of their being Thus the 
foundations of Polytheism are undermined ; 


and, with the saered Scriptures in theic 
hands, there can be no doubt as to the sys- 
tem that will rise on its ruins. 


To encourage and assist the Correspond- 
ing Committee, the annual grant of 2000/, 
has been renewed for three successive years, 
commencing with 1816. 


A copy of the Persian translation of the 
New TVestament, by the late Rev H. Mar. 
tyn, has been received at Calcutta ; the 
printing of which and of the Arabic New 
Testament (by Sabat) are among the ob- 
jects of the Corresponding Committee. To 
the excellence of the former of these, the 
King of Persia has borne a decided testi- 
nony : of the latter, Mr Thomason speaks, 
as being in idiomatical Arabic, such as 
natives can read with pleasure, and the 
learned among them will not reject.” 


A translation of the Gospel of St. John 
into the Bengalee language has been exe- 
cuted by Mr Eilerton, of Malda, a gene 
tleman thoroughly acquainted with that 
dialect; and a “hope is expressed that the 
remainder will soon follow. 


The residue of the 5000 copies of the 
Tamul New Testament, printed by the 


Society. have been sent to 

(bution At Srangue bar, 
and ai Madras, these Testaments have been 
ly receive d. 
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Riadras for Gest: 


The Malayalim _— of the four Gos- 
tap yrinted at Bombay, has been distribut- 
d ameng the memberso ra syrian Church. 
Che revisios Of the remaining books of the 
had been 


New Testament in tins dialec ct, 


! 


i 
' 


ardod; butatis hoped, that by the aid of 


a prisest uv Travancere, 
em ent jor poety and learning, it will be 
sompiished without ¢ furtherdelay. Mi jor 
Sfuoco, Resdent at Travancore, and Calo- 
’ y “ef Oe . ae 
noel De Morgan, have greatly aided Uns 


re 
k ry) pan) J sep, 


in the Roman 
completed, and the 
to Amboyna, and the cape of 
soa Hone. The Calcutta Committee bave 
etermined to print both the Old and 
wm the Malay language, 
ind Arabic character, for the native inbabi- 
tants of Amboyna, Java, and the adjacent 
islands ; and itis hoped, that the restoration 
of hese territomes tothe Batayian authority 
will not impede their distribution. The 
London Committee have sent 50 Arabic 
Bibies to Java. 


Testament, 


as been 


AW GY i cs'aime nt, 


The Armenian Bible, it is hoped, will be 
completed early in the nex year. 


The demand for the Portuguese Scrip- 
tures among the Catholics has very Consi- 
derably tncreased, and even among the 
priests at Goa. In consequence of this, the 
Committee bave sent 1000 Portuguese Tes- 
taments to Calcutta and 1000 to Bombay ; 
and to the latter place 500 Arabic Bibles, 
tor circulation among the Mahomedans. 


The progress of the Colombo Bible Socie* 
ty is highly encouraging The four Gos- 
pels | have been finished, in the Pali; and in 
the Cingalese, the entire New Testament. 
A smail edition of St Matthew and St. 
Mark, in the latter, having been printed 
and issued by way of experiment : the lan- 
guage and style of the new version are pro- 
nounced by competent judges not only pure 
and dignified, but plain and intelligible. To 
this work, the Calcutta Bible Society have 
presented 5000 rupees; and the Committee, 
40 addition to a grantof 3: O/ have furnished 
materials for binding 50U0 copies. 


In China, the Rev. Mr Morrison, havi ine 
neariy circulated the 2000 copies of his Chie 
nese New T estament, has entered on a duo- 
decimo edition He has also finished a trans. 
lation of the Book of Genesis. 
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The Committee have voted 1000]. to ase 
Sist these efforts. The Rev. Mi supper, 
Secretary to ihe Jav: Bibk Society SiuleS, 
that the Clinese there read the New ‘Lege 
tamenuts, Which they received from the Rey. 
Mr. Milne, with cagerness aud delight, 


Of the Arabic Bibies and Tesiaments 
sent to Java, a considerabie number have 
been sold: some of the Arab.an Merchants 
and Sheiks ave described as sittiig whole 
niguts together, reading them with the 
greatest attention, Que merchant actually 
ce layed | ts departure from Batavia tor mae 
Ds cays, in order to read a Bibie he had 
received from Mr. Supper, with tranquillity 
and reflection : be promised to reconsmend 
it to his countrymen, 


The sum of 220/ has been received from 
the Bibie Soctety in the islatd of Mauritius, 
in peyment for Brbles and Testaments sent 
thither. This is a proof of ‘he circulauon 
of the Scriptures in that island. 


The Missionaries at Eimeo, in the South 
Seas, have translated the Gospel of St Luke 
into the Taheitap language ; and the (Lon- 
den) Missionary Society has sent thither a 
printing press and ty pes, with a Missionary 
who understands the business of printing. 
The Committee have supplied the paper for 
printing this translation, The information 
on which this grant was made, states, that 
in the school at Eimeo there are nearly 500 
pupils, mostly adults, 


III. Domestic Department. 


Within the United Kingdom the object 
of the institution cuntinues to excite au ine 
creasing interest in the public mind; and 
while, by means of Auxiliary and Branch 
Societies, and Associations, local wante 
have been largely supphed, the contribu- 
tions from these sources have enabled the 
Committee to extend the benefits and effi- 
ciency of the Society abroad. 


The number of new societies during the 
last year is comparatively small, as the 
ground lefi unoccupied necessarily con 
tracts its dimensions, 


The totai number of New Auxiliary Soe 
cieties is twenty-two, exclusive of Branch 
Societies —PFhe contributions derived from 
these new Auxiliaries, added to those res 
ceived from Societies existing at the date 
of the last Annual General Meeting, amounte 
ed to 55,450. 


The Committee, in recording the detail 
of this liberality, express theur obligations 
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to Almighty Gd, who has dispesed the 
hearts: ithe in: abitants of the United hing 
dom, notwithstand: ny the pressure of the 
times, and the various calls of a kindred 
Nature, to admin ster $0 bountiftully to the 
spiritual Wants of t Christian brethren 
abe me and abroad; and they ree gnise in 
it, with hearrielt: pleasure, 
tha: holy Bo k, the circulation of which it 
is directed to promote. 


the iv 


Societies have justified 
Inthe most extensive 


Vhe Auxiliary 
theirelasms to that tithe 
Dba pretacion 5 and he their and 
example, they have led tot! e establishment 
of other Auxitiar ies, of Branch Societies, 
and of Bible Associations—the whole exhi- 
bite a syst-m of benevolent co-operation 
for the best end. By these gradatious the 
lowest orders of scewty become connecied 
withthe highest,in one great werk of Cliris- 
tan charity. Wath respert to Bible Asso- 
Ciathens, expemence has confirmed all that 
has been asserted tn thei: favour in former 
Reporis. The uommitiee acknowledge the 
preat aid they have afforded to the parent 
insiitution, while they admire the moi ai ef- 
fecis which have resulted from them, in the 
encouragement of religious habits, and in 
the increase of kind affections and brotherly 
love. 


b] . 
in fire nce 


Among the legacies to the Society, we 
observe a legacy of 100/ from the fa'e Miss 
Abigail Franks, a Jewess, paid by Eciward 
Goldsmid, Esq 


The friends of the Society in Scotland 
have again marked, by their liberality, their 
continued attachment to the institution, and 
their deep interest in its success. 


The Hibernian Bible Society also has 
continued itsexertions,duringthe past year, 
to circulare the Scriptures among all classes, 
Between 20 G00 aud 30,000 Bibles and Tes- 
taments have been issued from its deposi. 
tory since the last anniversary, in addition 
t» more than 200.000 copies anteccdently 
dispersed. Many thousands more were 
called for, which the depressed state of their 
funds rendered it impossible to supply. 


TheCommittee again records the obliga. 
tions of the Society to its Secretaries, tor 
their disinterested and laborious services. 


The Cominitteehave recent'y accomplish- 
ed an object, which had long been consider. 
ed as highly desirable—the union of all the 
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the influence of 





[Aug, 


officers of the Saciety in one establishment, 
jheofier of suitable premises in asl stre et, 
Blackfriars, on advantageous terms, afford. 
ed the Committee an opportunity of carry. 
lng their pur pose inte effect. The Society 
are now in Dessession of a set of commodioug 
offices for carrying on the business in every 
department, centrally situated, and combine 
ing every proposed convenience, at an ex. 
pense, Which, by the annual saving in the 
cle pository, ComimMissios 5 and other Cliars HES, 
will be gr adully repiaced. 


The Society’s Biblical Library, which is 
now very valuable, has, inthe sew estab. 
ishment, a commedious room allotted to it, 
where the books well be suitably classed 
und arrangecd ‘Lhe Committee s: heit from 
the fiiends of the insiitution, both abroad 
and at as e,such versions of the Seriptures 
as may be likely to assist in promoting the 
gene: al rs sien; and aregular supply of the 
Annual Reports of all Aux.tiary or kindred 


Sucietics, i every part of the world, 


y too much space to state 
the bodies and individuals in different parts 
of Burope, Asia, Afvica, and America, to 
Whom copics of the Seriptures have been 
sent for sule or gratuitous distribution. ‘The 
gereral statement of the copies of the 

emptures, isstied from March 31, 1815, to 
March 31, 18i6,'s 13 ,168 Bibles, 110,068 
Vestamenis : making the total issued, fiom 
the commencement of the wstitution, tothe 
last mentioned 654.427 Bibles, 
628.546 Testaments; 1p all, 1,482,973 co- 
pies, exclusive of about 75,500 copies circu. 
lated at the charge of the Society, from de- 
posttories abroad, making a total of about 
1 558,000 copies, already circulated by the 
British aud Foreign Bible Society. 


It would oc city 


, “= } 
pened, 


The Committee, in concluding their Res 
pert, Most cordially congraiulate their fel- 
low-labourers all over the world, on their 
past success and their encouraging pros. 
pects, and ae confidence that this 
country will, by a continuance of its libe- 
rality, enable the British and Foreign Bible 
Society to prosecute, with unabating zeal, 
the great « bject of its formation to its de- 
sired and glorious completion. 


The gratitude of the United Kingdom 
is peculiarly called for, under the circum. 
stances of peace and security, in which, 
by the gracious interposition of God, it 
has been again so bappily and trium- 
phantly placed. Let it then persevere in 
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‘ts en eavours to promote lis glory, by 
extending, to the utmost attainable limits, 
the eirculation of that Divine B. ok In Which 
his mercy and trata are revealed 5 and let 
the members of this Soc “ely, the honoured 
insteume nts of his providence fur dissemi- 
navug bis holy word, unite with thea Com- 
mitee em deyout suppheation, that the na- 
tions and indivic luals to whom, by means 
of dius and other similar institutions, the 
ripuires are conveyed, may duly 
ciute the value of Unc benefit thus conier- 
red on them, and experience the bles 
which the Almighty himself has promusca 
to the dissemination of his word: * ft shail 
pot retura unto me void, but it shall ac- 
complish that which £ please, ard it: shall 
prosper in the thing whereto £ sezit it 


(lisa ly. 11.) 


P appre. 


The Appendix to the Report contains an 
;mense masg of nighly iteresting mat! 
it consists of 2 76 close ly br inted pares; fii- 
fed with intelli ge nce of the weighticst mm- 
from every guarier of the gibe. We 
dare notindulge largely in extracts: we 
e tempted, however, to transcribe a few 
paragraphs, which may serve as a speci- 
men of the gratifying nature of its general 
~outents. 


Qyiite 


Ler, 


Py rit 


The Bible Society of Massachusetts 
thus concludes its Report of 1815 :— 


“Another cause of congratulation re- 
mains to be mentioned, We refer to the 
encouraging intelligence from, so many 
parts of this country and of Europe, of the 
multiplication, activity, and success Of in- 
stitutions for the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures. The Spirit of Christian charity 
seems to gather strength from exertion.— 
Never, perhaps, since the first 
Christianity, has a holier zeal existed than 
atthe present moment, for the moral and 
religious improvement of mankind. The 
Beitish and Foreign Bible Society, that full 
and living fountain, is still sending forth its 
streams of truth and consolation to distant 
Nations; and distant uations, whom once 
no bond but interest connected, are now 
uniting in prayers and labours for the com- 
Munications of the Gospel to every crea- 
ture under heaven. 


“ At such a period, the excitements to 
Christian exertion are peculiarly strong.— 
A voice seems to reach us from every part 
of Christendom, call: g us to strengthen 
the hands and to share the honour of our 
brethren, in extending that truth whick has 
been the object of affection and hope to the 
plows and beueyolent ef past ages, and 
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which we are assured is appointed to have 
fi e€€é€ course and Lo be hs rific a, CLEVLIA bd Shall 
fill the earth, and ali ilesh shall see the 
salvation 01 God.” 


In the same spirit they write from South 
Carolina— 

© The British and Foreign Bible Socie. 
ty have nour of COMMEencing @ 
ne Ww zra in the C bristian world. ‘biev 
have roused the torpor of other religa us 


had the fh 


msututions : they have thrown down the 
burriers yiich separated fale POW hes 
brother, and united tn one bedy all the 


enervies Of the picus and the wise.” 


Orn brary 
are i“ eh 


re @ 


biument ahione 


And such, we to see, 
to be the prevailing se 


bad | } 
- Oc in 


appears 
ine 
all parts of the North-Amer cad 
Consieent. 

ris part of a letter 
the Moscow Bible Daciety 
dated in July, 1513 :-- 


Th ¢ following of the 


ecretarv of 


“ Permit me to give you some news con- 
cerning our Lately we received 
from the Bishop of 
Perma, collected by him for our Society in 
Siberia. From many cther quarters money 
is i into our treasury, The demand 

‘Russian Bit is incancelvably great, 
sul nt we cannot satisty tt. From hy ur to 
hour the Scciety extends the sphere ot its 
y to day its importance 
od ; opposers are become. 
- word of salvation is flow- 
remote regions of Russia I 


branch 


thousand rudics 


1S 


froin day 

} a 

GUE rsee 

ing sifent, and th 
Pi | 

ing into the 


Gperations : 


iS Detter 


have written to the E:sheps and Civil Ga- 
vernors Of twenty seven provinces, and aCe 


companied exch letter with twenty-five 
copies of our Report, for distribution among 
those in particular who have been most 
actis e in procuring subscribers to the 
Society. mage ice over the promising bes 
g' nning of the sale of the hiciy Scriptures, 
in different eaceaaiin in our depository.— 
it is visited every day by nob. lity, clergy, 
foreigners, merchants, the learned, and the 
unlearned, who purchase a vast number of 
copies. How shall we answer the demands 
from the country, when ihis is known 
through the gazettes! The prinung of the 
Slavonian Bible and — New Tcsia- 
ment goes on well. A gentleman arrived 
here lately from Astrachan, ana brought 
us the liberal subscriptions of individuals 
in that city tothe Society. In addition te 
these, also, he brought us a list of sub- 
scripiions, to the amount of several bun- 
dred rubles, written in the Indian language, 


frum the Secicty of East Indiang ia Astra. 
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chan, to assist in disseminating the word 
of God in all tanguages, These Indians 
are Brahmins ! Piaise and glory to the ail- 
wise and incomprehensible providence of 


Aimighty God !? 


In March, 1816, the Emperor of Russia 
made the following communication to the 
holy Svnod, through Prince Gallitzin, who 
is alike president of that body and cf the 
Russian Bible Society, 


“ tlis imperial majesty, being convinced 
by experieuce, and by the Divine dectrines 
of the holy Scriptures, bow useful the read. 
ing of them is for people in every condition 
in lite, to the promotion of godiimess and 
morality, oa which the true prosperi'y of 
individuals and nations is built, and having 
therefore turned his atention to the ope- 
rations of the Russian Bible Society, ob- 
seives, with deep reg et, that many of the 
Russians, veg removed from the Know. 
ledice of the ancient Slavonian language by 
thei education, feel the greatest difficul- 
ties in understanding the fioiy Seriptures 
published on this dial ct; so that mary, on 
this account, are oblived to apply for help it 
for ign lavguages, while a sull gis 
number are unable even to possess Uns aid, 
But as itis known to bis tmperial matesty, 
from the Report of the Russian Bible s>- 
ciety for 1814, that, in circumstances simi- 
Jar to the above-mentioned, the Patriarch 
oftie Greek Church has, by a Declara. 
thon, recomme nded the reading of the ho- 
ly scriptures of the New Festament inthe 
Medern Greek language, togeiber with the 
ancient; therefore, bis imperial Majesty 
finds it necessary, ID such circumstances, 
that a translation of the New Testament 
into the Modern Russian shoutd be made 
for the Russ:an nation aiso, under the su- 
perintendance of cer-ain deputies of the 
clergy, and that such a translation be pub- 
lisiied by the Russian Bible Seciety, to- 
rether with the ancient Slaseoman text, in 
a form similar to the Epistle of St. Paul to 
the Romans, already pubitshed, with the 
sanction of the boly Synod, in the Stavo- 
nian and Russian dialects. At the same 
time it is to be understood, that the use of 
the Slavonian text in the churches remains 
inviolate. The will of his majes y, there- 
fore, is, that the hely Synod shall take this 
subject into due consideration, and give 
their decision upon it.” 


‘ ? 
aier 


The decision of the Synod is already 
known; and the work which isto feed the 
millions of Russia with the bread of jife, is 
actually in progress. 
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| 7 o ber . . 7 ‘i . e . 
; The highly interesting details given by 
Dr. Steinkopft of his tour, durirg the last 
vear, through Holland, Cermany and 
. . . , S 
Swiizerland, and those of Mr Hendeys.n'ts 

° . ° . eo” > 
visit to Iceland, we are forced entirely to 
Omit 


The total value of the grants of money 
and Bibtes made curing the precedine 
o 


pomue ta O89 2O8? 
Vear, iS 04,2 30é. 


The number of Auxiliary and Branch 
Societies, mthe United Kingdom, and the 
adjacent islands, was 544 The number 
of Bible Societies in foreign parts, aided 
by ihe British and Boreign Bible Society, 
besides innumerabie dependent institutions, 
was 190) ‘the number of copies of tire 
Scriptures peinted, or prnung, in Europe 
alone, by these Societies, amounted to 
114,000 Bibles, and 188,600 Testaments ; 
and this exclusive of ie 1,558,000 circu. 
lated by the sucicty itself, 


In short, while we contemplate the as- 
tonishing progress wiieh the diffusion of 
the sacred oracles 1s making 


throughout 
the earth, “fare we not jastfied,” to use 
the language of the New York Bible So- 
ciety, “in chershing the reviving expecta. 
tron, that the ume is not far distant when 
the Lord of Hosts shall destroy the face 
of the covermg cast over all people, and 
the veil that is spread over ali nations,’ 
when *the mgbteousness of Zion shail sae) 
forth as buigbtness, and the salvation there- 
of as a lamp that burneth? ” 


QUAKERS, 


The Yearly Meeting, of the Quakers 
was held in London, from the 29d to the 
olst ot Mav. The Epistle which has been 
sent to their various congregations through. 
out the world urges them to consider, how 
far they are seeking to be estabiished on 
Jesus Clirist, the Ruck of ages, “the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and forever.” ** To 
this foundation of our predecessors, we de- 
sire to direct your most serious attention. 
Let it, dear friends, be our daily concern 
to seek for bis Divine guidance and sup- 
port. Great will be the advantages which 
we shall thence derive. ‘The bitterness of 
our confi.cts will be sweetened by the res 
membrance, that He unto whem we are 
seeking, and who is ‘not a High Priest 
that cannot be touched wich the feeling of 
our infirmities,’ is ‘able to save them te 
the uttermost that come unte God by him? 
A sense of vigtory over our evil affections, 
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throug his power and Mediation, will be 
a ‘sufi: ent consolation, It will, :f the 
watch be maintained, strengthen us to 
spocved in the way of allotted duty ; and 
hough new ials and temptations may 
awa: Us, and we may contue Sensible of 

dangers with winch we are surroucded, 
the blessing of true Christian experience, 
‘i.e result of patient perseverance in well 
doing, will be ours. ‘Thus from what we 
have known and what we have felt, we 
shaii be constrained to acknowledge that 
there is no joy tike unto the joy of God’s 
salvation.” 


The Epistle dwells at some length on the 
Importance of carefully bringing up chil. 
dren iathe love and fear of Gi vl and watch. 
Ing espe crally over those who are passing 
from childhood toa more advanced stare 
of life It laments the reproach arising 
from the failure of any of their members to 
discharge their just debts, and urges upon 
them to retrench expense, and avoid risk 
as much as possible, Spirituality of mind 
is peculiarly endangered “ whenever tlie 
mind is disturbed by the perplexing cares 
arising from embarrassed circumstances.” 
A reference is afterwards made to some 
differences existing among them, and they 
are reminded of the awful consideration 
that the disposition which separates man 
from man, does at the same time estrange 
him, and will, if it continue, eventually 
separate him from his Creator. ‘* May the 
Lord,” it is added, ‘direct your hearts 
into the love of God and the patient wait- 
ig for Christ.” 


The Epistle states, that ** the interesting 
work of Indian civilization still occupies 
the attention of American Friends. In 
some ofthe tribes, the improvements which, 
notwithstanding the late commotions, lave 
been gradually going torward, are truly en- 
couraging. In others, those who are con- 
cerned in this good work, have probably 
already renewed their exertions, where the 
ravages of war had desolated many of the 
settlements.* The persevering labours of 





* In a report which accompames the 
Epistle, it is remarked, that some of the 
Indians have been increasing their stock of 
cattle, horses, and swine, and have raised 
good crops of corn, &c, and were preparing 
to sow more; that the women have paid 
attention to spinning, and have improved 
in cleanliness and in general manners — 
Their houses are also better built. They 
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Friends in Virg ‘iia and some other parts, 

to procure the freedom of many Nevroes 
egaliv as well as unpustlhy held in slavery, 
nave in several instances been crowned 
with success; and it is very gratifying to 
observe that the reghts of this miured 
people are sulidear to our American bre- 
thren. We hope that ia this count rv, friends 
wil) continue to feel a deep interest in the 
welfare of the African race, and not dismiss 
the subject from their thoughts, until such 
wise and prudent measures mav be adopt- 

ed, as shall promote and finally secure uni- 

versal emancipation.” 


MISSIONS OF THE UNITED BRE- 
THREN, 
(Continued frou p. 478.) 
IV. WesrIwnpies. 

1. Surinam, —Mr Langbatle in February, 
1814, stated, that **on the plantations and 
at Sommelsdyk there was a great d: sire 
among the Negroes to hear the Gospel, 
winch finds entrance in many of their 
hearis. But they have too httle time al- 
lowed them for religio us instruction, At 
Paramaribo the Negro congregation con- 
sisted, at the close of 1813, of 550: 57 
adults and 11 cluldren bad been baptized. 
The Dutch Bibles and Testaments sent 
out by the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety proved a most valuable present, and 
were all distributed and received with the 
greatest gratitude, 


Un the SOth August, 1814, the same 
Missionary writes, that **the work of God 
among the Negroes in Paramaribo con- 
tinues to increase ; and we have great rea. 
son to rejoice, and to take courage when 





add—* The residence of our friends among 
the natives during the commotions occa. 
sioned by the war, appears to have been 
especialiy useful, as is manifested by the 
speech of an old chief to the visiting com. 
mittee in the ninth month last, who ex- 
pressed the great satisfaction they had, 
that the friends who lived beside them had 
remained so steady with them through 
their difficulties ; that although the great 
guns had roared so oud as to shuke the 
ground whereon they stood, yet they re- 
mained quiet: which convinced them that 
our friends must be under the protection 
of the Great Spirit. * We feel thankful 
to them,’ said he, ‘for staying by us; if 
they go away, ye shall be alarmed and fly 
also,’ % 
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nroofs of the D'vine 


we see such marked | 
Some- 


blessing upon eur tecble ministry, 
times, indeed, occurrences happen which 
give us much pain, when people, who have 
begun well, turn again aside, and follow 
the world and the will of the Aesh. We 
all such as we are oblived to 
our feliowship on that ac- 


Mourn over 


exctude from 


‘*Qur monthly praver-days, as itkewise 
fhe communion-days, are always distin. 
eiuished by a particular experience of the 
grace and love of our Saviour towards His 
flock. Since the commencement of this 
year, 4; adulis and eight ciuldren have 
been bapuzed ; 14 have been made par- 
takers of the Lord’s supper: eigit adults, 
and eight chidren, have departed this tite, 
There 18 also a continual accession of new 
peeple, who fill the vacancies cceurring in 
this divisien, by the baptism of others.— 
The meetings on Tuesday and Friday even. 
ings, for the reading of the Bible, are fre- 
quented by many hearers, particuiarly py 
stranvers, Whose behaviour is marked with 
such attention and devotion as one could 
hardiy expect ‘rom people naturally rest- 
less aud noisy.” 

The Missionaries on the Corertyn he 
states to be iabouring diligently amoung the 
Arrawack Lidiaus, though hitherto with 
fitile truit) Those at Sommelsdyk are di- 
figent in their labours among the Negroes. 

A subsequent letter dated February 25, 
3815, states the number baptized durag 
the year 1814 to be 74 adul's and 15 chii- 
dren. At the close of ut, the congregation 
at Paramaribo consis ed of 612 DErSOnS —— 
At Sommelsdyk the Negro-fl ck consis:ed 
of 89 persons. Govervor Bonham had sent 
a donation of 50/. for the support of the 
Mission, with a note expressing his best 
wishes for its success. 


2. Antigua.—A letter from this island, 
dated Gracehill, January 14, 1814. states 
that “the work of the Lord, through mer- 
cy, continues to prosper, without much 
shew and noise. It is indeed Ais work, 
and we rejoice that the prospect of gaining 
sonls for Him does not decrease in this 
island. We have had an increase of 96 
adults, besides readmitting 54 men and 
women, who returned as penitent sinners, 
some of whom had been excluded for ma- 
ny years. Forty-two chikiren were baptiz- 
ed, 39 admitted, and 23 readmitted to the 
Lord’s supper. Eighty members of our 
congregation have departed this life.” 
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Surinam 3 Anticue. [ Aug. 
The congregation of Christian Negroes 
at this place consis'ed, at the close of 1813, 
of O57 persons, At St. J rhn’s 69 adults 
had been added to he church since Easter. 
A school began on Mr. Gordon's estate, 
near Gracelitll, seemed to promise well, 


‘July 23d. Brother Newby interred the 
remams of ‘he Negro brother Stephen Ilis 
Son, a comimunicant, informed the Mise 
sionary, that his father, shortly betore his 
dissolution, being sensible that his depar- 
ture was near at hand, requested him to 
give his kind love to the whole congr-ga- 
tion, and to tell them that he departed as 
a poor sinner, who had tound mercy, par- 
don, and peace in the blood of Jesus, and 
that he left this world in peace with all 
men, He then desired his sn to sing for 
him his favourite verse : 


‘Christ, my Rock, my sure Defence, 
Jesus, my Redeemer, liveth: 

O what pleasing hopes from thence 
My believing heart ceriveth.’ 


This being done, he folded his hands, and 
with much devotion repeated the Lord’s 
Prayer, soon after which bis truly bappy 
soul went over into the arms of his Re- 
deemer. 


* He became a member of the Christiaa 
chu ch by baprism in 1774; but for two or 
three years strayed from the flock, and 
turned to his own way. The good Shep- 
herd, however, followed the straying 
sheep, and brought him back to the fold. 
He was readmitted inthe year 1786, and 
in the following year became a partaker of 
the Lord’s supper. In 1793, he was ap- 
pomted a chapel-servant ; and on 1797, dur- 
ing the visitation held by brother J. R. Ver- 
beck in these islands, was chosen an assis- 
tant. We can with truth bear witness, 
that in that capacity he laboured with much 
faithfulness and success among people of his 
own colour. Besides those on the estate 
to which he belonged, he had to look after 
others, who were committed to him ; and, 
though infirm and advanced in years, was 
most diligent in visiting the sick, and call- 
ing and admonishing such as were growing 
careless and negligent. In this respect the 
Christian Negroes,on the estates which he 
used tovisit, will miss bim much and weno 
less regret the loss of su useful and faith- 
ful a monitor. 


‘During his funeral, the lamentation 
5 
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of the Negroes was general, They, how- 
ever, saul; § We must submit to the will of 
the Lord. He gave him, and He has taken 


him.’ 


« Siephen was of a very warm and posi- 
tive turn of mind. But when his natusal 
disposition became softened and sanctified 
by the grace of God, it became an auxihary 
inthe service. ts fearlessness and deci- 
gion in declaring his opimon made him a 
warm and powerful advocare in the cause of 
trun, Few Negroes possess such proper 
CUES and quaiiications for exiinrting as he 
did. He was well acquainted with the de- 
pravity of the haman beart, and how wt con- 
cealed, or shewed itself, in a Negro. He 
therefore could speak of it much to the 
purpose, and lay open the secret springs of 
evil in a manner mostintelligible to a Ne- 
gro But the subject in which his heart 
and tongue was mostalive, was the suffer- 
ings and death of our Saviour for the deli- 
verance aid salvation of sinners, Here all 
the energies of rind seemed to be called 
fourth, and were engaged in extolling the 
love of Jesus in giving Himself up to such 
aconies of soul and body to make an atone- 
ment for the sins of men, On such occa- 
sions, although he had great fluency of 
speech, the fervour of his mind,‘ and the 
quickness of following thoughts, would 


sometimes be almost too much fur the sluw 


process of articulation, 


“ He was much esteemed by his master, 
as a faithful and upright servant, in whom 
he could confide; and he empioyed him 
frequently in the place of a White man, as 
deputy overseer. Both his master, there- 
fore, and the congregation at Gracehill, 
have lost in him a faithful and useful ser- 
vant. But he was more ; for he was a ser 
vant of God, and as such was called to enter 
into the joy of his Lord. His age was about 
74 years.” 


“1814. Feb. S. Sampson, a communicant 
Negro, was happily released from a suffer- 
ing life, which was, however, sweetened by 
the savour ofthe love of God his Redeemer 
Though deeply conscious of his depravity, 
he knew and felt the healing and cleansing 
power of the blood of Christ. His few 
words, his serene countenance, and his 
humbte walk, worthy of the Gospel, proved 
him a genuine child of God. He lived 
about six miles from our church in the 
town; yet though of a weakly and deformed 
habit of body, he was always among the 
Christ. Obsery. No. 176. 
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first at our meetings, which he attended 
with real biessing.” 


*“* Atthe Mission-conference held on the 
7th, we found that we had spoken with 288 
bapuzed persons of the town-division, Cone 
cerning whose state of grace pleasing tes 
tumonics were given. Two mstance one dee 
claration; Robert said, *I should never be 
happy, nay, I should find lite unbearable, 
did tl not know somethiig of the comtorts 
flowing from the sufferings and death of 
our Saviour, and that He has thereby pro- 
cured for me all that of which I stand in 
need It is my wicessant desire and prayer 
that L may feel His pardoning love.’ 


*«* Some poor Negroes, who, thaugh they 
sich under the pressure of siavery and va- 
rious hardships or arlments ot body, seek 
consolation and refreshment from the meri- 
torious passion of Jesus, are enabled w-th 
tears of joy, to lay hold on those words of 
Scripture: ‘I reckon that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be re- 
vealed inus.’ ” 


* April 3d. We entered into the Passion- 
week, and prayed for arenewed biessing for 
ourselves and our Negro Congregation, in 
reading and meditating on our Lord’s last 
discourses and scenes of sufferings, and the 
glory which followed. On several estates 
the Negroes had full liberty granted them 
to attend, which, it is needless to say, was 
eagerly embraced: but on one estate no 
leave was given ! In a certain place, brother 
Newby interested himself much in behalf 
of the poor Negroes, to obtain for them an 
hour’s absence from labour ; but all his en- 
treaties seemed fruitless. The missionary, 
therefore, intended to have a meeting with 
the aved and infirm, who staid at home 5 
but before he could begin, all the Negroes 
came running, that they might not be too 
late, the overseer seeming to have repented 
of his refusal.” 


‘ Our church in the town was, in these 
solemn memorial-days, not only filled be- 
fore the proper time of meeting, but could 
scarcely contain half the numbers that at- 
tended. 


“On Good Friday, brother Hoch preach- 
ed on the words of Jesus, And J, if I be lift- 
ed up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
Me. 


«‘ The solemn stillness and devotion ob- 
served at our meetings, are a new proof to 
us, that the simple narrative of the suffer. 
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ings and death of Jesus is a pasture forthe 
soul of the behever, and, as we confidently 
hope, will leave a lasting impression on 
many who begin to feel their need of a 
Saviour.” 


“ This evening the communicants of the 
town division, and on Easter Sunday the re- 
mainder, partook of the holy communion ; 
840 in all; thirty for the first time. We 
have abundant reason to rejoice at the mani- 
fest work of the Spint of God in the hearts 
of the Negroes, which is first perceived when 
they begin to confess that they are sinners.” 


‘July llth, Brother Richter met the 
Neitroes on an estate, at noon, when an 
hour ts allowed them for dinner and rest. 
They gladly improve this leisure for the 
benefit of their souls. We have cbserved, 
tha new lfehas sprung up among the Ne- 
Frees on this estate; and that the bones, 
which began to become dry, being shaken, 
are enlivened by the breath of the Lord.” 


“ Brother Light went to Gordon’s, to visit 
a Negro woman. She was a most wretched 
object, ignorant, and thoroughly ruined by 
sin, though not teo bad for the Almighty 
Friend of the most miserab‘e, nor beyond 
the reach of his mercy. She declared, that 
she wished to be baptized, ‘in order to 
come to God after death,’ but had never 
been in a religious assembly during all her 
life. She was told what the Lord Jesus 
had done for such perishing sinners as she 
was ; atid the Gospel of peace was explain- 
ed to her, during which she was deeply 
affected. Brother Light then gave her to 
understand, that we should visit her again ; 
and requested leave that one of our com. 
municant sisters of the plantation might 
meanwhile converse with her on the love of 
God vur Saviour, and the redemption which 
poor and helpless sinners have in Him, 
through his blood. On the 4th we were 
informed, that she was extremely weak, 
and Jonged for holy baptism, in a state of 
deep repentance on accoum of her past life, 
callnig on Jesus our Saviour for pardon of 
her sins. Brother Stubwasser hastened to 
her, and found her near her end. She 
gathered all her remaining strength, inso- 
much that the depth of her repentance, 
combined with an ardent desire to be saved, 
appeared far to outweigh her intense corpo. 
real sufferings. Her affecting expressions 
concerning lier mis-spent life, and fervent 
cries for grace and pardon, through the 
blood of Jesus. pierced the hearts of all 
present. The mercy of God evidently ex- 
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erted its saving power in her, towork a 
living faith in that God whe was manifested 
in the flesh, and diced on the cross, as the 
Atoner for her sins. She now, with her 
whole heart, desired to receive holy bap- 
tism, as a vistble earnest and seal of ihe 
forgiveness of sin, which, after a praye: for 
absolutvion, was admmistered unto her, dur- 
ing astriking perception of the gracious 
presence of God. Onthe morrow, her hap- 
py seul was transtated into the regions of 
perfect bliss and joy, and in the evening hee 
body conveyed to rest.” 


3 Famaica—Mr. Lang, the Missionary 
at Juamacca, Writes thus, on the Sth of Feb- 
ruary Lol) :— 


“It pleases the Lord still to bless our 
labours with such success, as to encou age 
us to believe, that He has theughts of peace 
regarding the Negroes Juniueca also, aud 
will visit them yet more generally with bis 
salvation When His time ts come, neue 
shall siay His hand. We meet also with 
encouragement trom the kind offers made 
tous by some genUcmen, whe possess large 
property in the isiand, ia support the Mus- 
sionaries of the brethren’s church, if seri to 
preach the Gospel to their Negroes ; and 
we hope that it will please the Lord to give 
His biessing to all well-meant endeavours 
to make known His saving name in those 
places which, by your desire, we have la‘ ly 
visited We may truly say, ‘Phe harvest 
is great, but the labourers are few.? Let 
us therefore pray the Lord of the harvest, 
that He would prepare and send forth more 
labourers, well qualified to do His work, a8 
may be well pleasing to Him. 


«©The Mission at Peru has acquired of 
late more importance. Not only more of (he 
Peru people have come to the meewigs 
held on the estate, but many Negroes come 
down from the Mayday mountains, and car- 
nestlv desire to be instructed and baptized, 
A blessed work is begun: O that it may 
continue, by the Lord’s mercy and protecting 
care, to prosper and increase ! 


‘“‘ We have had an increase, at Carmel 
and Peru, of twenty-six persons. Fourteen 
have been baptized, and twenty-nine ad- 
mitted as caididates for baptism during 
the year past.” 


We add a few extracts from the Mis- 
sionary Journal. 


1813. March 15, In the morning, we 
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heard in the village a dreadful cry and la- 
mentation, and were soon after sent fir lo a 
pow woman, called Deborah, who, man 
epileptic fii, had falien into the fire, and 
buot her arma a shocking manner. As 

as she saw brother Becker and his 
wife, she exclaimed, *Q master, baptize 
me, and then | am willtig to die! Give 
me your hand; Lam a great sinner, Mis- 
tress, give me also your hand, for Lam in 
dreadful pain O sing a few psalms with 
me’ This being done, the Missionary di- 
rected her for comfort and help to Jesus, 
the nly Physician of soul and body. This 
poor woman attends eur church diligently, 
but dees not yet seem to feel the want of a 
Saviour, add ig almost continually engaged 
in quarrels with her neighbours. On the 
day following, s:srer Becker visited her 
again, but found, that she only desired to be 
buprized; * for,’ said she, * I wish to go to 
heaven bot as a heathen sinner, but as a 
Cliistian sinner.” Sister Becker represent- 
ed to her, that it was not the ceremony of 
baptism that could make her fit for beaven, 
but fath on our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Ci.ist, who alone can save us But her 
self mghteousness was, alas ! so great, that 
sie paid little attention to the wholesome 
advice given her,? 


Si 


“ April 20 One of the excluded people, 
Anna Mary. desired to see brother Becker. 
She complained, that all who had first come 
to chuech with her, bad been baptized, and 
she only left behind The reason b: ing ex- 
planed to her, she was exhorted to examine 
her own heart, whether she was upright be- 
fore God. This person is one of those un- 
happy people, who quarrel with every body, 
but at tue same time are dexterous at play- 
ing the hypocrite, and can talk very sweetly 
about religion, and their feelings It is in 
general necessary to proceed very Cautious- 
ly with some of our new people, and some 
others, who talk so fluently. In speaking 
with the new people and candidates for 
baptism, we meet with some of that kind, 
They will entertain you for hours with reli- 
cious remarks, some of which, indeed, are 
hot at all amiss, and flow glibly from their 
tongues ; but the true toKens of a change of 
disposition, that of a broken heart and a 
contrite spirit, are wanting. Then again, 
tley want to be baptized, and lay more 
Stress upon the baptismal! transaction, than 
upon real conyersion and regeneration of 
spirit.” 


“ August 26. Brother Becker and his 
wife called upon some people on Two-mile- 
wood estate, who live a quarter of a mile 
trom the town, ina wood. They are ‘wo 
brothers, Joseph, acommunicant, and For 
Titus, a baptized man They expres d 
great joy on seeing the Missionary conuog 
to visit them in theirs litude. On being 
asked how they did, they answered: * We 
are poor cripples in body, but happy im 
heart, even iw this wild place. We have no 
desire to go and live in the town, where our 
peace would be disturbed by the other Ne- 
groes. Here we pray and sing together, 
and fee! comforted by the presence of our 
Saviour’ Brother Becker asked them, whe- 
ther they had room enough in so small a 
hut. They answered: £ Yes, master, we 
iwo live here, ike two birds in ove nest, and 
have room enough. ‘To be sure, in that 
great storm last year, our hut was shoved 
quite awry; but, by the Lord’s mercy, it 
did not fall upon us He is always gea- 
cious towards us.’ This hut is twelve teet 
long, six wide, and six in height, witha 
partition in the middle , each has one part, 
and makes a little fire in the centre. On 
one side of the fire, is a settee made of 
sticks, to sit and sleep on; and on the 
other, their provisions are kept. Thus, 
they live happily together, in the enjoy- 
ment of the peace and love of our Saviour, 
and the hope of eternal life, through His 
merits.” 


“September 30. Renatus, of Elim, sent 
to us, and requested to be visited. Brother 
Becker wert; but, finding him already in 
the last agony, he could only commend him, 
in prayer, to our Saviour’s mercy His wife, 
Barbara, a candidate for baptism, related, 
that she had addressed himthus: § My 
dear husband, you are at the point of death : 
turn with your whole mind to our Saviour, 
that you may receive His forgiveness, while 
you are yet in this world:.you know, that 
He came from heaven to redeem us sinful 
creatures by His sufferings and death.’ 
‘Yes,’ replied he, ‘ my dear wife, 1 know 
it;? and began immediately to pray, ' My 
God and Saviour, shew mercy unto me, 
poor Harry !? (which was his name before 
baptism ) ‘ Forgive me all my sins! Thou 
hast died for me! Open to me also the 
gates of heaven, that my soul may enter in.’ 
These were his last words ” 


4, Danish Island:.—The number of Chris- 
tian Negroes, belonging to the different 
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missions in the Danish islands, were, at the 
end of 1813, as follows :— 


Ai Friedensthal, St. Croix - 5.100 
Friedensberg, St.Croix - 2,396 
New Hernhutt, St.Thomas - 949 
Nisky, St. Thomas - 1,504 
Bethany, St Jan - - 474 
Emmaus, St.Jan - - 952 





5. St. Kitts.—On the 10th Aug. 1814, the 
Missiwnaries write, that they have lately 
had several very pleasing instances of Ne- 
groes departing this life, in reliance on the 
merits of the Saviour, with great joy, and 
the sure and stedfast hope of everlasting 
life and bliss in his heavenly kingdom. ‘They 
express much thankfulness for the Bibles 
and Testaments sent them by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, and for the 
€hurch Missionary Register. 


V. LABRADOR. 


1. Okkaé —“ August 12, 1814. The whole 
of last year, but particularly the winter 
season, distinguished itself by a remarkable 
display of the grace and power of our Sa- 
Viour in their hearts, and we may say, that 
wehave seenwonders of His mercy wrought 
among them. We have distinctly perceived, 
that they notonly become better acquainted 
with themselves as poor helpless sinners, 
who, without Jesus, can do nothing, but 
they shew to all around what spirit they are 
of, and are enablea to direct their country- 
men with much earnes'ness to Jesus, as the 
only Saviour. Among the children, espe- 
@ially the g:eat girls and young boys, the 
Lord has kindled His fire, and awakened 
their hearts to serious inquiry, what they 
must do to be saved. It gave us hearttelt 
pleasure to notice in many of the young 
people genuine love to our Saviour.” 


“The number of those baptized since 
this time last year is, 17 adults, and 10 chil- 
dren; 25 were made candidates fir baptism, 
23 for the holy communion, and 8 became 
partakers for the firsttime We have now 
26 communicants inthis congregation, which 
altogether consists of 1 0 persons, besides 
whom 121 new people live here. Twochil- 
dren have departed this life. ‘Thus the num- 
ber of inhabitants on our land is 2. 1.” 


«¢ The schools have been regularly held, 
and are frequented not only by children, 
but by adults, who come not so much to 
learn to read and write, as to hear what 
may be said in them of our Saviour, ana His 
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love to sinners. At the examination, we 
were much gratified by the progress they 
had made in learning. Some could read 4 
whole page without hesitation, and were 
tolerably expert in the rudiments of arith. 
metic, 


** As toour external support, our Heaven. 
ly Father has been graciously pleased to be. 
stow upon us a sufficiency of food ” “ Seve. 
ral whales appeared in our neighbourhood, 
and were chased by the Esqumaux One 
they had the good fortune to pierce; but, as 
their tackle would not hold him, he escaped 
tosea However, shortly after, this monsier 
died, and was driven by a strong east wind 
back among the islands, and found by some 
of our people, about thirty English miles 
from us They then invited their fiiends to 
partake in their booty, and each got a large 
portion of blubber, which not only furnished 
them with oil for thew lamps, but with 
many a delicious repast.” 


2. Nain —** August 24, 1814. We have 
the pleasure to inform you, tha: the Mission 
still prospers, through the mercy of our 
Saviour, The enemy is, indeed, not idle, 
but endeavours to sift those who believe 
on Jesus; and we grieve to be obliged to 
mention even two of our communicants, 
who have fallen into temptation and sin, 
and are excluded at present. On the other 
hand, those six, who this year have become 
partakers of the Lord’s supper, aflord us 
much joy by their faithful walk and conver- 
sation,” 


“If we take a view of the general state 
of our Esquimaux congregation, we may 
declare with truth, tha: divine life 1s mani- 
fest among them, and by far the greater 
part are earnestly intent upen shewing their 
faithfulness and love towards our Saviour, 
by a deportment made conformable to his 
mind and word, But, of the children, we 
must repeat what we wrote last year, that 
only a few of them give hopes of conversion, 
The schools bave been conducted with the 
blessing of God, and diligently attended.” 


‘©In our own family, love and harmony 
prevailed throughcut the whole year ; and, 
both in our intercourse with each other, as 
fellow-labuurers in the vineyard, and when 
we met cur dear people, the peace of God 
our Saviour reigned amongst us. Our fee- 
ble testimony of the love of Jesus in giving 
himself as a ransom for sin, was heard and 
received with gladness, and approved itself 
as the power of @od in tho hearts of the 
Ksquumaux” 


1816.) 
5 Hepedate.—Sept. 9, 1814. “ No very 


emanate occurrences have taken place 
with our Esquimaux; but, in general, we 
have great Cause to rejoice over the pro- 
gress of that work of grace, which, by the 
Sower ofthe Holy Spirit, has taken place in 
ther souls. They have become more firmly 
giounded ipon the only foundation of the 
ments of Jesus.Christ, as crucified for our 
salvation, and, by their walk and conversa. 
ties. bave caused others to reflect, and 
seek to Know bow they may be saved from 
sin and death. 
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‘6 We have been more especially encou- 
raged by perceiving in our young people 
a renewed awakening, and often seen with 
astonishment how powertully the Spirit of 
God can influence the hearts of the youth, 
and lead them trom one degree to another, 
in the knowledge of themselves as sinners, 
creating within them a desire to live alone 
unto Jesus in the world, He also explains 
to them the mystery of the cross of Christ, 
directing them to His wounds for healing 
and cleansing from ali sin and unrighteeus- 
ness.” 


VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


DISTRESS OF LABOURING AND MANU- 
FACTURING CLASSEs. 

Ty out summ-ry of public occurren- 
ces, WE are ali:Xlous lo zive a promi- 
nent place to the efforts which have 
been mede for the relief of the ma- 
nulacturing and Jabouring classes, 
wio, from the stagnation of employ- 
ment and the revulsion of trade, are 
experiencing at the present moment 
the pressure of very severe distress, 
In the year 1812, an Association was 
formed for this purpose, to whose 
benevolent labours we have hed oc- 
Casion more than once to refer. By 
tice Committee of this Association a 
new subscription has recently been 
Set on foot, which has already pro- 
duced a sum of 35,000/.; a sum un- 
quesilonably very inadequate to the 
exigencies of the present moment, 
but which, we trust, will ere long 
be very greatiy enlarged. On this 
occasion, the Committee have circu- 
lated the following ADDREsS. 

* The Committee of the Associa- 
tion for the Relief and Benefit of the 
Manufacturing and Labouring Poor 
Cannot but entertain a confident per- 
suasion, that this renewed appeal to 
the approved liberality of the public 
will find its complete justification in 
the existing distresses of the country, 
It can scarcely, however, be neces- 
sary for them to declare, that they 
never entertained the presumptuous 


hope, that to evils so great and vari- 
ous, any exertions they could make 
would afford an adequate remedy.— 
But, besides that inability to relieve 
the whole of any given measure of 
distress can never be admitted to be 
a sufficient justification for not afford- 
ing relief to the utmost amount in 
which it can possibly be administer 
ed; the greatness of any distress, to 
the honour of British teeiing, has 
commonly had the effect of stimulat- 
ing the efforts of benevolence, in- 
stead of producing despair and con- 
sequent inaction. The Committee 
are happy to have it also in their 
power to state, that, in administering 
the contributions formerly commit- 
ted to their management, It was abun- 
dantly proved, that funds manifestly 
disproportionate to the entire extent 
of the distress, might be productive 
of a far greater measure of benefit 
than the most sanguine expectations 
had originaliy ventured to anticipate. 

“ Scill more—Ex perience soon con- 
vinced them, that it was not only 
on pecuniary contributions that they 
were to rest their hopes of benefiting 
their fellow-subjects: on the contra- 
ry, they found, and they owe it alike 
to the public and to themselves to 
make the declaration, that they should 
often serve their country most ffec- 
tually, by cheering the despondency 
and aiding the efforts of benevolent 
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individuals in the distressed districts, 
wio had till then remained inactive, 
from diffidence of their own powers ; 
but wno, when thus en ouraged, set 
themselves In earnest to the Impore 
tant work of investigating the circum- 
Stunces of their several districts, and 
ofuscertuining and «arrying Into exe- 
cution the most advisable methods 
of relieving the existing distress. 

‘“ Under these impressions the 
Committee now confidently and car- 
nestly sppeal to the public liberality. 
In many of our great towns and po- 
pulous districts, committees for the 
relief of the poor have been already 
formed ; and when once it shall be- 
come generally known that an asso- 
Clation has been set on foot in the 
metropolis, for the purpose of aiding 
the endeavours of the country, many 
benevolent individuals will doubtless 
come torwerd in other districts, 1n 
which, without some more effectual 
means of relief than they possessed 
within themselves, the attempt to re- 
lieve the existing distress may have 
been deemed unavailing. With these 
benevolent wen the London Com- 
miitee, so far as its funds m.y enable 
them, will be happy to co-operate, 
acting in general on the principle of 
proporuioning their assistance to the 
exertions made in the neig)bourhood 
for its own benefit. 

“ The Committee will be especial- 
ly disposed to cummunicate with the 
Magistrates, clergy, and vestries of 
the country: and while the instiu- 
tion formed in the metropolis will 
decome the general depository for 
the subscriptions of all those, how- 
ever widely dispersed in point of re- 
sidence, who may wish to contribute 
towards the relief of their suffering 
countrymen, the local associations 
will be most competent, both to as- 
certain and relieve the local d‘fficul- 
ties and distresses of their several 
districts ; not merely from being 
more intimately acquainted with their 
different circumstances, but also be- 
cause, from knowing the characters 
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and conduct of families and indiyi- 
duals, they will be abie to direct their 
chief attention to the more industri- 
ous and deserving members of the 
community. 

* Witn respect to the best modes 
of administering relief to the exist. 
ing distress, the Committee think it 
unnecessary to enter into particulars. 
The varying wants and circumstan- 
ces of different districts will best pre- 
scribe the course to be pursued. 

“Tt is undeniable that the want of 
employment is one of the most pres- 
sing evils of the present period,— 
Tne Committee have therefore heard 
with no smail pleasure, that many 
masters, who had numerous bodies 
of workmen in their service, bave 
judiciously, as well as most humane- 
ly, continued to employ them aii at 
moderate work, rather than a reduce 
ed number of hands in full occupa- 
lio. 

“ Again—It can scarcely be ne- 
cessary for the Committee earnestly 
to recommend a general attenuon to 
all practicable means of provicing 
new labour, of a beneficial kind, 
for those whose labour ts become re- 
dundant in its ordinary employment. 
In many districts itts probable, that 
an accurate inguiry might suggest 
various agricultural and other im- 
provements and works of general 
utility, to which, in the actual cir- 
cumstances of the country, such fae 
bour might be directed, both with 
present and permanent advantage ; 
and it can scarcely be necessary to 
declare, that in cases of this nature, 
it will afford peculiar satisfaction to 
the Committee, not only by their 
funds, so far as their resources will 
allow, but also. by their established 
connections and correspondencies, te 
forward the accomplishment of such 
useful undertakings.—On the whole, 
the Committee are persuaded, that 
the liberality of the public, jucicious- 
ly applied, in aid of such plans as 
shall be locally adopted, may produce 
extensive and bencficial effects, in 
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multiplying the occupations, supply- 
ing the wants, and diminishing the 
suffering of their fellow-subjects dur- 
ing the present severe pressure.® 

« On these grounds the Commit- 
tee now confidently appeal to the 
known benevolence of the public, and 
yenture to request that the desired 
assistance May be granied with that 
distinguished liberality which has 
ofien relieved the sufferers of other 
nations, and with that promputude 
which the present eNigency so ur- 
gently requires 7” 

Concurring very cordially in the 
eeperel views of this excellent Asso- 
CiallOn, we are desirous of presenting 
w our readers some considerations 
which ouvht to Influence the conduct 
of Christians on the present occasion, 
and which should induce them to 
zake a forward part in this as in every 
good work, 

The pious mind will not fail to 
trace the hand of the Almighty In the 
manner in which the good things of 
this world are dispensed to men.— 
With respect even to nations, how 
strangely do they flourish and de- 
cline ! One generation beholds them 
crowned with all that confers dignity 
on states or promises stability to em- 
pires. Another age seeks in vain 
the memorials of their greatness: 
the besom of destruction has swept 
them away: their cities have disap- 
peared, their temples and their tow. 


* There is one species of employment 
which, during the present redundancy of 
labourers, it would be in the power of al- 
Most every parish in the kingdom to fur- 
nish to its poor; we mean that of putting 
all their cross-country and private roads 
into a state of complete and permanent re 
pair. This would also be a legitimate ob- 
ject of parochial expense, because every 
individual in the parish would benefit by 
it. The poor would have employment — 
The owners and occupiers of the soil would 
save, in a short time, in the diminished 
weer and tear of horses and carriages, the 
whole amount of their expenditure. In 
thus relieving distress, they would, in fact, 


be putting owt their mopey at good inte- 
rest. 
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ers have been levelled with the dust; 
and a tew fishermen dry their nets 
where the merchants in other Umes 
were princes, and the port was crowd. 
ed with ships charged with the riches 
of every clime. And with respec: to 
individuals, although it has pleased 
God usually to act in the government 
of the world by general laws,—io 
five success to pru jence, and to ree 
yard the idle and profligate accords 
ing to their deseri,—yer how often 
docs it happen that riches suddenly 
accumulate, and as suddenly mele 
away, when no such causes can be 
assigned ! «+ Wilt thou then set thine 
eyes on that which is noi? for riches 
make to themselves wings: they fly 
away aS an eagle towards heaven,”? 
Men may cCougratulate themselves 
on their growing store: they may 
resolve on keeping their treasures 
without hazard or loss; they will 
bazard nothing on speculation ; they 
will expend nothing in indulgence ; 
they will bestow nothing even in 
charity. But if God so ordain, even 
ali this care wiil be feuitiess. The 
riches they cherish with such solici- 
tude, shall at his bidding make wings 
to themselves : they shall fly away 
like an eagle, the most powerful of 
the tenants of the sky, with a rapid 
and trackless flight: they shall pass 
immediately out of view, and mock 
all pursuit. 

U..questionably we must assign it 
to the sovereign will of the Great 
Disposer of events, that one indiyi- 
dual among us should fill a situation 
of influence and rank, and that ano- 
ther should tread the humblest walks 
of lite. Some men seem to fall into 
no calamity. Others waste away in 
indigence and sorrow; their eye 
faded with watching, their cheek pal- 
lid with distress. But when we con- 
nect time with eternity, the disparity 
vanishes. Who would be a Dives 
for his wealth ? Who would not pre- 
fer the rags andthe squalid poverty 
and the incurable sores of Lazarus, 
if they might but share his present 
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repose ? This world is only our state 
of trial; and in the estimate of true 
wisdom, he who endures with meck- 
ness even the extremity of suffering, 
because it is the will of his heavenly 
Father, is a far bappier man than he 
who, surrounded with all that wealth 
can purchase, stcels his heart, by 
whatever fallacious reasoning, against 
the supplications of the poor. A ta- 
lent has been given to each, of which 
he must render an account. The 
day which shall try men’s works as 
by fire will rectify all those ine- 
qualities which we now find it so 
dificult to explain. We shail then 
know, that it is the Lord who, for 
his own wise ends, “ maketh poor 
and maketh rich, who bringeth low 
and lifteth up.’— What a motive to 
resignation on the one hand, and to 
charitable exertion on the other ! 

Let, then, those who are now suf- 
fering uuder the pressure of the 
times repose their hope in God.— 
“Tie earth is his, and the fulness 
thereof, the world and they that dwell 
therein.”? Let them trust in him, 
and he will not forsake them. ‘The 
poorest and most indigent of man- 
kind, who serve God faithfully, may 
take up the language of contentment 
and hope, and say, “ I have, itis true, 
many difficulties to’ encounter, and 
can discover no visible means of pro- 
curing for myselfand my family even 
bread to eat; but there is One who 
sitteth on high, whose lam and whom 
J serve. I know that I am in his 
hands, and that he is able to supply 
all my desires. He sees my neces- 
sities, and he looks with spectal pity 
on the poor. And if it scem good 
to him to visit me and mine with po- 
verty and distress, it is doubtless for 
the wisest and best purposes. He 
ealls me now to glorify him by my 
patient endurance and cheerful sub- 
mission. Let me not be wanting el- 
ther to my present obligations or my 
future bopes ” 

Those. on the other hand, on whom 
God has bestowed comparative exnse 
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and affluence, have also their appro. 
priate duties to periorm. They are 
bound to glorify him by a right use 
of the blessings of his providence ; 
of which, whatever they may now 
think, they will one day find that 
they were appointed, not the uncon. 
ditional and absolute possessers, but 
merely the accountable stewards —. 
The wealth they enjoy is no. given, 
bu lent to them by God, who iias 
himself prescribed the way in which 
itis tu be employed. A portion of 
it, indeed, they may lawiuliy apply 
to their own cowfort and toat of their 
families; but the superflany they are 
bound to dispense with a iberal mand. 
Weare not oexpect that God should 
now work miracles to feed the inne 
gry and relicve the distressed. He 
hath appointed the rica his almovers, 
It is their prescribed office. ln the 
economy of his providence, to mi- 
ister to indigence, and lighten the 
pressure of disiress. While it istue 
express command of God that the 
poor should be coniented and resign- 
ed, he enjoins it no less expressly on 
the rich to provide for the necessi- 
ties of the poor. What sys the Jew- 
ish Lawgiver? “If there be among 
you a poor man, thou shalt not har- 
den thine heart, nor shut thine hand 
from thy brother, but thou shalt open 
thine hand wide unto htm” A coe 
vetous Israelite might perhaps ob- 
ject, that the pressure was tempora~ 
ry; that although the condition of 
the poor was grievous just at that 
moment, yet the times would improve 
of themselves, and, tll that period 
should arrive, little could be done.— 
But what says the Lawgiver? “I 
command thee, saying, Thou stalt 
open thine hand wide untothy brother, 
to thy poor and to thy needy in the 
land ” And what is the language of 
the New Testament? * Charge them 
who are rich in this world that they 
be ready to give and glad to distrle 
bute.” “Let every mun give accords 
ing as he ts disposed in his heart, 
not grudgingly or of necessity 5 
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cor God loveth a cheerful giver.” 
Thus 2e speaks whose command is 
decisive. We are, be it again re- 
membered, but the stewards of his 
bounty; and * it is necessary In stew- 
ayds that a man be found faithful.” 
There are, perhaps, few persons at 
‘his moment who do not suffer by the 
times; and this circumstance is in- 
veniously employed to discourage 
the exertions of benevolence,by those 
who require a justification of their 
conduct, In not listening to that cry 
of the peor which Is now rising up 
before God. Some would even not 
vive Ull they bad explored and as- 
certained all tlie causes of the pre- 
sent distress. Whatever may be the 
secondary causes of this evil, the 
Christian observer at least will re- 
solve it ultimately Into the will of 
God. Buteven if there were no such 
cause to which to refer it; if the 
whole of the effects we witness were 
explicable on principles merely hu- 
man; is our charity to be withheld 
unul we can agree upon the source 
ofthe mischiet? Jtis wise and pru- 


dent to examine into the causes of 


calamity, that an effectual remedy 
may be applied. But in the mean 
time let the poor have bread to eat. 
Let Christian charity put on her hea- 
venly garb, and procced without a 
moment’s delay on her healing and 
heavenly ministry. Some men have 
been tound wickedly to violate the 
Jaws and to commit acts of injustice 
and outrage, who had not poverty to 
plead in extenuation of their crimes. 
But let not their example spread con- 
tagion among the thousands who are 
really destitute, by withholding from 
them asmall share of our abundance. 
Let us suppose some starving family 
addressing us by the mouth of its 
parent: might he not say, in lan- 
guage at once reaching both the 
judement and the heart, “ The source 
of this distress I know not ; but what. 
ever it be, what have these poor chil- 
Christ. Obsery, No. 176, 
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drendone? No fault can be imputed 
to them; and while you deliberate, 
they are starving. Itis hard to see 
them perish before my eyes, or, for 
want of sufficient sustenance, to con- 
tract diseases which shall hurry them 
to an untimely grave. Let not your 
compassion linger in its work: it 
may be too tardy. As ye would, in 
our circumstances, that others should 
do unto you, do ye also unto us.” 

We might say much to our readers 
on the gratitude which they owe to 
God for those many temporal bene- 
fits he has bestowed upon them. and 
which they will best manifest by imi- 
tating His example who went about 
doing good. But we would rather 
point tothose spiritual mercies which 
have been so largely vouchsafed to 
them in Jesus Christ. “Ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your 
sakeshe became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich.” Ye know 
that he offers you treasures in hea- 
ven, and that the price of your re- 
demption—a redemption not trom 
temporal suffering, but from the 
miseries of eternal death—was no 
less than his own blood. Is it possible 
that one who feels in any adequate 
degree the largeness and freeness of 
the mercy which has been thus ex- 
tended to him can shut up his come. 
passion from his needy brethren? If 
this be bis conduct, how dwelleth the 
love of God in him? Where is his 
eratitude to God, if he fail in benevo- 
lence to man ? 

Once more, let us all solemnly call 
to mind the account we must one day 
give at the judgment seat of Cbrist. 
‘To every one of us it will soon be 
said, “Give an account of ihy stew- 
ardship, for thou mayest be no longer 
steward.’ How awful will then be 
the retrospect of opportunities of 
rood neglected, of talents misapplied, 
of property abused! How shall we 
bear, at the last day, the appalling 
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charge, “T was an hungered, and ye 
gave me no meat; | was thirsty, and 
ye gave me nodrink ; I wasastranger, 
and ye took me not in ; naked, and ye 
clothed me not; sick and in prison, 
and ye visited me not—for inasmuch 
as ye did it not to one of the least of 
these, ve did Itnot unto me.”’ QO let 
us ail seriously anticipate that day ! 
Le' us now anxiously consider whe- 
ther we shali they meet withany who, 
having profited by our bounty, shail 
be ‘eady to receive usinto everlasting 
habitations, or whether our doom will 
be that of the unprofitable servant 
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who hid his Lord’s treasure in a nap- 
kin, and was condenined for his neg- 
ligence Remember that we our. 
selves, and all we have, belong to 
God: He has a right to command 
our services, and will call us into 
judgment. Remember thatthe poor 
also are Ads; that he hears their cry, 
and will plead their cause. ‘* He 
that oppresseth the poor reproacheth 
his Maker; but he that hath pity 
upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord, 
and look what he layeth out it shall 
be paid him again.” 





After a very short but brilliant campaign, 
the Nenaulese war has been terminated by 
a reaty of peace concluded between the 
Berrsh government and the Rajah on the 2d 
December '815. By this treaty, the Rajah 
renounces all claim to the lands which were 
the subject of discussion between the two 
States before the war, and also cedes to the 
East-India Company in perpetuity some 
considerable districts The chiefs who suf- 
fer by this arrangement are to be pensioned 
by the company, to the extent of two lacs 
of rupees annually. The Rajah renounces 
all claim to the countries lving west of the 
river Kali; and he engages never to employ 
in his service any British subject, nor the 
subject of any European or American state, 
without the consent of the British Govern- 
ment. 


The expedition against the Barbary States 
occupies, to a great degree, the attention of 
Europe. Lord Exmouth has probably reach- 
ed Algiers before this time, andcommenced 
hostile operations It is said, that an Ame- 
rican squadron has been sent to the Medi- 
terrane.n with the same view of suppressing 
these nests of pirates. 


We observe with some degree of alarm 
an article in the Brussels Gazette, which 
states, and hitherto without any contradic. 
tion on the part of the French government, 
that an expedition is silently preparing for 
St. Domingo. Abureau is said to beopened, 
to enrol recruits for the colonies. Guada- 
loupe and Martinique are professedly the 
places for which this force is destined ; but 
it is confidently said, that there is an ulterior 


view, in its equipment, to the subjugation 
of Hayti. There can be little doubt as to the 
disastrous issue of such an attempt to the 
persons who shall embark in it Atthe 
same time, we must deplore the blood which 
will be shed in the conflict, and the deep 
wound which it cannot fail to inflict on the 
— prosperity and civilization of that 
island. 


In the official paper of the American Go- 
vernment, the National Intelligencer, we 
observe with pleasure some severe animad- 
versions on thuse American subjects who 
continue to practisethe Slave Trade “ Since 
the peace,” it is remarked, * this disgrace. 
ful traffic has been extensively carried ov by 
Americans: and it would be most gratifying 
never to hear of any American citizen being 
engaged in any trade in which he was afraid 
or ashamed to display the American stripes. 
The cupidity natural to man is a very insufe 
ficient excuse for the violation of the first 
duties of humanity, morality, and law.” 


The French have also been attempting to 
carry on the same nefarious commerce, 
notwithstanding the abolition of it by their 
government, One of their slave ships has 
recently been captured on the coast of Af- 
rica, 


A severe shock of an earthquake has 
been experienced in Scotland, chiefly in the 
northern counties. It does not appear, 
however, that any lives have been lest; 
although in some instances injury has been 
done to property, particularly in Inverness. 
The alarm which the shock occasioned was 
very great. 
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The weather has been unusually cold and 
ungental, during the whole of the summer 
movihs. The hay harvest in many parts of 
the country has been much injured by the 


incessant rains, which fell during the month 
of July, and in some places entirely lost The 
corn is said to be promising, but to standin 
need of warmth to bring it to maturity. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL PREFERMENTS. 


Rev Herbert Oakeley, to a Prebend in 
Litehhieid Cathedral 

Rev. William Stabback, St. Stephen’s R. 
Excier. 

Res. De Barton, Bocking Deanery, Essex, 

Rev Waiiam Weatherhead, M.A. Wol- 
forton R. Novtuik 

Rev John Lowndes, Okeford Fitz-Paine 
R. co. Dorset. 

Rev. Charles Jervis, M.A Cheltenham V. 

Rev. Samuel Settle, M A. Winterbourne 
Stoke V. Wikis. . 

Rev. Benjamin Richings, M A. Mancetter 
with Atherstone Chapelry, co. Warw. 

Rey Samucl Turner, M.A. Tealby V.co. 
Lincoln 

Rev. Charles Prowett, Topcroft R. Nor- 
folk, vice Lockwood, resigned. 

Rev. I’. Mills, one of his Majesty’s Chap- 
Jains in ordinary. 

Rev. Edward Vincent, M.A. Rowde V. 
Wilts. 

Rev. W. W. Gretton, Withington V with 
the Chapeiry of Preston Wynne. 

Rev. R. Kedington, M A. Bradfield Com- 
bust R. Norfolk. 

Rev. Wm. Tyson, Perpetual Curacyv of 
Rumburg with Perpetual Curacy of St. Mi- 
chae! Southelmham annexed, Norfolk. 

Rev. W:lham Carus Wilson, Tunstall V. 
Westmorland. 

Rev. John O man, M A. of Trin. Coll. 
Cambridge, avd Assistant at Richmond 
School, Yorkshire, elected Master of the 
Free School at Beverley, vice Gwynne, dec. 

Rev. Dr. Stanser, Bishop of Nova Scotia, 
vice Dr. Inglis, dec. 

ttev. Charles Kekewich, A.B. Linton and 
Countisbury Perpetual Curacy, Devon, vice 
Ley, dec 

Rev. Mr. Nott, Week R_ Hants. 

Rev, James Beebee, Presteign R. and V. 
united, co. Radnor. 

Rev. John Thompson, A M. Meopham V, 
Kent, vice Smedley, resigned, 

Rev. Dr. Hannimegton, to a Prebendal 
Stall in Hereford Cathedral. 

Kev. Peter Felix, Lledrod Perpetual 
Curacy, co. Cardigan. 

Rev George Chetwode, Ashton-under- 
Lyne R. co Lancaster. 

Rev S. Bennett, Chaplain of the London 
and Middlesex Penitentiary, Milbank. 


Rev. W. A Musgrave, Chinnor R. Oxon, 
vice Kerby, resigned. 

Hon and Rev. H. Percy, Prebendary of 
Canterbury Cathedral 

Rev. J. 5. Hewett, Elmsett R Suffolk. 

Rev. Jol.nson, Prebendary of White 
Lackington, Wells Cathedral, vice Lreland, 
deceased, 

Rev. Edw. Bacry, D.D. Rural Dean of 
the Deanery of Wallingford 

Rev S. Master, Kuncorn V. Cheshire. 

Rev. H. Hughes, Wolvey V.co. Warw. 

Rev. T. Mastin, the three angmenied 
Perpetual Curacies of Idbury, Swinbrvok, 
and Fifield, N>tts. 

Rev. T. Brooke, LL.D. Avening R. with 
Horton R_ both in Gloucester. 

Rev. J. Cradocke, LL.B. Hilgay R. 
Norfolk 

Rev. C. Henley, B.A. Rendiesham R. 
Suffolk. 

Rev. Frederick Pawsey, B.A. Wilsham- 
steal V.co Bedford. 

Rev. T. Xennell (son of the Dean of Win- 
chester,) Kensington V. vice Ormerod, dec. 

Rev. Wilfrid Clark, M A. Southery R. 
Norfolk. 

Rv. Evan Holliday, VW.A. Carmarthen V. 
and Blethfa R_ co. Radnor. 

Rev. Wm Dodson, M A. West Hesler- 
ton, R.co. York, vice Foot, deceased. 

Rev. E. B. Lewis, Toddington, R. co. 
Bedford. 

Rev. Richard Hunter, M.A. Newnham 
R withthe Chapel of Mapledurwell, Hants, 
wice Richmond, deceased. 

Rev. Richard Tomkyns, M.A. Great 
Harwood R. Bucks 

Rev C. A. Belli, M.A. Prittlewelf V. 
Essex. 

Rev. John Croome, M A. Bourton-on-the- 
Water, R.co. Gloucester. with the Chapels 
of Nether or Lower Slaughter and Ciapton 
annexed. 

Rev. Dr. Scctt, Catterick V.co. York. 

Rev. J D Perkins, D.D Chaplain in 
ordinary to his Majesty, vice Byam, de- 
ceased. 

Rev. H. Mitton, A.M. Harswell R. co. 
York. 

Rev. W. J. Carver, B.A. Winfarthing, 
and Snitterton St. Andrew Rectories, with 
All Saints, Norfolk. 
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Rev. Ilenry Woolcombe, 
Cornwall, 

Rev. Kichard Inman, Todwick, R. co. 
York. 

Rev. Richard Davies, B.D. Head Master 
of the Free Grammar School, Leicester, 
vice Bullen, resigned. 

Rev. Herbert Marsh, D.D. Bishoprick of 
Llandaff, vice Dr. Watson, deceased. 

Rev. James Griflith, D.D. toa Prebendal 
Stallin the Cathedral Church of Bristol, vce 
Chapman, deceased, 

_ Rev. E, Goddard, B.A. Lingwood Per- 
petual Curacy, Norfolk. 

Rev. J. Metcalfe, B.A. Minor Canon of 
Canterbury Cathedral. 

Rev. J Holme, B.D. Freckenham R. Suf- 


Paliaton Rh. 





~inswers to Correspondents. 


Rev. Dr. Manley, Filton R.co. Gloucester. 

Rev. Robert Watson, Christ Chureh and 
St. Ewen’s R_R. Bristol, eice Dr, Tveland, 
deceased. 

Rev. Richard Tomkyns, Great Horwood 
R. Bucks. 

Kev. Charles Barker, Hollym with With. 
ernsea V co. York. 

Rev. George Mountjoy Webster, B.D, 
Codford St. Mary R. Wilts. 

Rev. John Powell, Cotes Parva V. co. 
Lincoln. 

Rev, O. W. Kilvington, Brignal V. co, 
York. 

Rev. Thomas Thurlow, Boxford R. Suffolk, 

Rev. Alexander Houstoun, M.A, Hartley 
Maudit R. Hants. 


folk, vice Bates, deceased. 
Rev. B. Bridge, B.D. Cherryhinton V. co, 
Cambridge, vice Holme, resigned. 


Rev. Joseph Eaton, M.A F.S.A. precen. 
tor of Chester Cathedral, elected Chapter 
Clerk of that Cathedral. 





ANSWERS 'TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


J. M has totally misapprehended the object both of Mr. Scott’s Letter and of our Review 
in the last Number, Theobject of both was simply to expose the principles of the 
Eclectic Review, nottoattack Dissenters Mr. Scott most distinctly and unequivocally 
disclaims the intention of imputing to them any share of the blame which he attaches 
to that work, except in as much as they may continue to patronise it. And as tor 
ourselves, let any man read what we have said at p. 464, and say whether we could mean 
to involve the body of Dissenters in the same charge with the Reviewer. We even 
‘‘cherish the pleasing persuasion” that ** few of our Dissenting Brethren wiil sympathize 
with him,” for of them we have hoped, and shall continue to hope, better things.” 
Nay, we express our belief, (a belief which we shail retain, unless “ the testimony of 
Facts shall reluctantly compel us to adopt a contrary opinion,”) that he is not the 
representative of their feelings and sentiments. This being the case, J. M.’s defence of 
them seems unnecessary. 

G;S.8. D.; will appear. 

Lhe quotation given by M. D. from the Quarterly Review does not appear to us to attribute 
«the Whole Duty of Man” to the pen of Jeremy Taylor. 

A.J; Tavoacc3s KE M By Tirus;Q C.; An UNDERGRADUATE; CLERICUS JUVENIS ; 
A Farienn ro Revicious ArcHiTectuRE; Vicarius; P. V.; are under considera- 
tion, 

We agree with a Correspondent, that ‘an early notice of new publications is desirable, 
not only to the authors, but to the public at large ;”? but there are at this moment 
before us at least half a hundred new publications preferring precisely the same claims 
to our notice with that for which he is particularly interested. 

We can assure D C that we have read the Report to which he alludes without the 
slightest conviction. Itisa dangerous thing to be drawn precipitately to make speeches 
and frame resolutions. When men have thus committed themselves, no ex parte 
statement is deemed unfair, nor any colouring too bold, which tends to their vindication, 
Even the stability of a throne, for which we have shed so much blood and treasure, 
and to which we looked for some protection from the dreaded domination of Bonaparte, 
must be shaken to give consistency to their rash proceeding. To us it appears to be 
the mere tenaciousness of debate, the heat and pride of controversy, which still lead 
men, in the face of the most overwhelming evidence, to load the government of France 
with the guilt ofthe atrocities at Nismes. 

We have often told our Correspondents, that no Literary Intelligence stands a chance of 
insertion which does not reach us by the 20th of the month. 











